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Echo
A voice for everyone in Elton and Gratton

 Autumn 2013 www.eltonderbyshire.com Issue No. 35

Editorial Policy

We welcome your news, views and
articles of interest, provided they are
not anonymous, libellous or
offensive. Views expressed are not
necessarily those of the editorial
team. Items may be condensed
where necessary.

News items, for sale/wanted adverts
and announcements  are free to
Parish residents. For business
advertising rates please contact
John Wellington 650857.

If you would like to join the editorial
team please contact one of us.

Diary Dates
September
5 Parish Council meeting 7.30pm VH
12 WI  7.30pm VH - Games Evening
15 WI fundraiser 11am - 4pm VH
17 ELHG 7.30pm VH
26 Gardening Club 7.30pm VH  Lynne Tam-
 Watson - Introduction to Herbs

October
3 Parish Council meeting 7.30pm VH
10 WI  7.30pm VH - AGM
11 Harvest Supper in the School 6pm
13 Harvest Festival Service CH 6pm
15 ELHG 7.30pm VH
18 Quiz Night 7.30pm VH
24 Gardening Club 7.30pm VH Dr S B
 Furness - Troughs & Trough Gardens

November
7 Parish Council meeting 7.30pm VH
8 Quiz Night 7.30pm VH
14 WI  7.30pm VH - Baa Humbug - Joan Ward
19 ELHG 7.30pm VH
28 Gardening Club 7.30pm VH  Stuart Dixon -
 Rustic Charm

December
5 Parish Council meeting 7.30pm VH
12 WI  7.30pm VH -  Christmas Party
13 Quiz Night 7.30pm VH

For Winster Events

See page 8

Weekly events
Gentle Keep Fit every Wednesday at 6.30pm
in Village Hall. Contact Anne Wellington 650857

Tea/Coffee & Toast in Church - every
Thursday  10.30am - 12.30pm

Fortnightly events
The Eltonians (the over 60’s group) meet
every other Wednesdays at 2pm in the Village
Hall. Contact Mike Musgrave on 650293 for
details.

Grey Bin & Food Caddy Collection
Every other Wednesday - from 4th September
Blue & Green Bin & Food Caddy Collection
Every other Wednesday - from 11th September

Mobile Library - see back page

Echo Editorial Team
John Moseley  650760
John Wellington  650857

Please send us your news, views,
stories and diary events (for
December, January, February &
March) no later than:-

Next Copy Date
Monday - 4th November 2013

to:  John Wellington
 Stride Cottage,
 Main Street, Elton.

Preferably by email in MSWord to:
eltonecho@tiscali.co.uk
or on CD or handwritten

It’s time to mention again that we wish to encourage
residents to receive the Echo by email to reduce the
number of paper copies printed.

We do appreciate that a few people will not have
access to the internet, but many more do on their
tablets, smart phones and laptops and as yet have not
opted to receive the Echo either by email, as a pdf
file, or to reading it  on the village website. You can
always print it off, if you prefer!

If you wish to receive it anything up to a week before
the paper copy is delivered, or didn’t realise this
facility was available, then add yourself to the list by
emailing your name and address to
eltonecho@tiscali.co.uk and stating whether you want
it emailed or will read it on the website.

We look forward to hearing from you.
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Parish Councillors

John Moseley  Chair 650760
Colin Swindell Vice Chair 650672
Cath Dawe      650649
Jonathan Snodgrass  650489
Chris Hirst      650217
Nigel Mason      650440

All correspondence to the Clerk:
Janice Jackson Tel: 650727
8 Bradley Close
Birchover
DE4 2BG

Village News and Views

District Councillor
Colin Swindell  01629 650672

County Councillor
Simon Spencer 01335 324324

Member of Parliament
Patrick McLoughlin,
Derbys West Constituency Office
 01332 558125

Councillor's Corner
Highways Update

In my last article for the Elton Echo I promised residents that I would be meeting with the County
Council to discuss the outstanding problems with Elton's roads and other highways related
matters. Over the past few months I have met twice with the new Deputy Cabinet Member for
Highways in Elton to look at the problems and discuss ways to sort them out.

On his first visit, Councillor Andy Botham and I discussed the poor state of the roads throughout
the village and the need for resurfacing on Back Lane and all side roads. He told me that he would
try to prioritise the works and I was delighted to see repairs take place within weeks.

During the second meeting I raised all of the other highways matters that needed to be dealt with.
These included poor visibility at junctions, repairs to the grass verges at East End, winter gritting,
road markings, parking, drainage and much more. If you have brought a highways complaint to my
attention over the past few years, I assure you it was discussed.

The final thing we looked at was road safety on Moor Lane. As you may be aware, not long ago
there was a serious accident on the lane which involved a local resident  being knocked down by
a cyclist. For some time I have been asking the County Council to investigate ways to tackle
speeding motorists and cyclist entering the village down Moor Lane. No action has ever been
taken, but I am now pressing for something to be done.

I have put together a report on all of the above matters and this has been passed onto Councillor
Botham. He will now take this to County Hall to see what can be done and he will be reporting back
the Parish Council and I very soon. As always, I will keep you updated.

Serco Repay £75,000

The Matlock Mercury recently reported that Serco has repaid £75,000 to the Council. This
repayment is to compensate the Council for the additional costs incurred during the waste
collection shambles in late 2012 when Serco took over the service. The costs to the Council
included, drafting in extra staff to man the phones, delivering new bins and carrying out 'mop-up
collections'

I have been calling for this money to be rapid for some months now and I am pleased that Council
officers have been successful in making it happen. Although I am assured that there has been no
financial loss to the taxpayer, the money will not compensate residents for the poor service they
received and missed bin collections for up to 3 months.

I have pressed the Council to provide a breakdown of the repayments and I will look closely at this
to make sure it is a good deal for the taxpayer.

Ackwood Cottage

I am regularly asked what the situation is in relation to the empty property on Main Street and more
recently questions about this have been asked at Parish Council meetings. Ackwood Cottage has
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Food for Thought

One of the notable things about Jesus was that he spent time
sharing food with people. In fact he was quizzed about the fact
that his disciples didn’t fast. He was seen at wedding feasts, went
to meals with his disciples and with the teachers of the day, fed
the 5000 and of course had a last Supper with his disciples from
which we get our communion service.

The church here in Elton has been emulating Jesus over the last
few months. Since March every Thursday the church has been
open and the regular members have been offering tea and toast

for anyone who wishes to drop in. Many of the village have called in but also walkers and visitors who
welcome finding somewhere to sit down and the refreshments offered.

In June the now annual free BBQ took place- and rather like the feeding of the 5000 there was far more food
than originally envisaged thanks to so many of you from the village who brought along your own
contribution. The weather also graced us with sunshine so a wonderful afternoon was enjoyed by all who
came.

But food hasn’t just been on the church agenda for the village. The church PCC has voted to join in an
initiative to collect food for the Jigsaw Project which is a Food Bank collecting food for those who are
struggling to feed their families. As their own website says:

Those in need are referred to the Project by Social services, GP’s or other statutory agencies. Here in Elton
we can all do our part by leaving a can or packet of dried food in the box in the church porch to help those
who are in need.

Food will continue to be a theme for the church and community with the Harvest Supper in school on 11th

October and the Harvest festival service in Church on Sunday 13th October – both at 6pm.

To finish – a verse from Matthew’s Gospel-

I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink…Truly I tell you just
as you did it to the least member of my family you did it to me.   Matthew 25:35 &40

Rev. Janet Turville - Assistant Curate Wirksworth team Ministry.

All Saints Church

Team Rector: Canon David Truby   824707
Church Warden: Alastair Scrivener     650791
 “ John Spreadborough 650829

Monthly Services
1st Sunday 9.30am  Book of Common Prayer
2nd Sunday 6.00pm  Sanctuary
3rd Sunday 9.30am  Parish Eucharist
4th Sunday 6.00pm  Evensong
5th Sunday   Where this occurs, we will join
with the Methodists. Please refer to church
notice board for details.

Thanks from All Saints Church

A huge thank you must go to all those
who helped in July to erect the metal
shed on the church croft.
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been unoccupied for many years and local people have made numerous calls for the property to be
brought back into use. I have recently made enquiries about this with the District Council as I feel that
this is a wasted resource and could provided much needed housing.

I am told that the District Council did attempt to compulsory purchase the property in 2005 with a view
to using it for the benefit of the community. The bid was unsuccessful. Since then, legislation has been
watered down so much that any efforts to bring the cottage back into use are more likely to be turned
down than before. I am told that for a property to be compulsorily purchased it must now be causing
environmental damage and attracting anti-social behaviour.

The Council have offered to speak again with the owner of Ackwood Cottage to try and make it available
in one way or another. This will be discussed further at the next Parish Council meeting in September.

Snow Warden Scheme

I am sorry to be writing about snow in the middle of summer, but preparing for winter is best done now
before it arrives!

In the last edition of the Elton Echo I asked to hear from anybody who would be willing to help clear
footpaths and roads throughout the village should there be heavy snow. I am grateful to those people
who have contacted me so far. If you are able, but haven't contacted me yet, I would be pleased to hear
from you.

With several people helping to clear snow from a small section of the village, it can make life a lot easier
for everybody to get around and the job done in no time at all.

Can I help you?

I am always here to help in any way I can. If you are in need of help, have an issue of concern or know
of a problem that needs fixing, please contact me.  My contact details are below.

Colin Swindell
District Councillor
Winster and South Darley Ward

Address: Laburnum Cottage, Well Street, Elton, Matlock DE4 2BY
Telephone : 07816 986 956
Email : colin.swindell@derbyshiredales.gov.uk

No-egg date, walnut & banana muffins (makes 6)
From Lynn Burnet
Ingredients

 5 oz plain flour
 level dessertspoon baking powder
 quarter teaspoon salt
 half teaspoon vanilla extract
 1.5 oz caster sugar
 2 oz butter, melted
 one medium sized, very ripe banana mashed to a

liquid in a measuring jug
 about 3 fl. oz milk
 2 - 3 oz chopped dates
 2 oz walnuts
 about 2 teaspoons demerara sugar for topping

Method
Add sufficient milk to the mashed banana to make up
scant 6 fl. oz of mixture. Pour this into a large bowl and
add the caster sugar, vanilla extract and melted butter. Sift
the flour, baking powder and salt into a separate bowl and
then sift again into the liquid mixture. Using a large spoon,
fold the dry ingredients into the liquid, briefly and roughly,
leaving lumps and dry bits. (The double sifting and
minimum of mixing ensure the muffins stay light). Add
the dates and walnuts and fold in with just 4 or 5 turns of
the spoon.

Put 6 muffin or cup cake papers into a muffin tin. Spoon
the mixture into the paper cases. Sprinkle the top of each
muffin with demerara sugar.

Bake the muffins in the middle of a 200 °C oven for about
25 minutes until well risen and browned.
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EltonWI...

We always have a walk for our
August meeting and so this year,
on a fine warm evening, we
parked at Alport and followed a
circular route in Bradford Dale.
This was followed by supper at
The Farmyard in Youlgrave,
altogether a very enjoyable
occasion.

Members of Rowsley WI joined
us for our July meeting when
Gillian Sprakes was our speaker.
Assisted by her husband Dave,
Giilian gave us an excellent
presentation of “From sheep to
shawl” with examples of wool,
natural dyes,spinning and
finished items. Our own
members had provided a good
spread for the buffet to follow
and Rowsley said they had had
a very good night out.

Earlier in the month nine of us
took advantage of a free
practical First Aid evening
organised by Darley Dale Wi
which we all agreed had been
very useful and helpfull.

It was Rowsley WI’s turn to
organise the Group Walk in June
and unluckily they had chosen
one of the few wet summer
evenings we have had this year.
A few hardy ladies carried on,
but most of us returned to the
village hall or never set off and
tackled some quiz sheets
instead. We finished with a
lovely supper.

Our President, Catherine Dawe,
represented us at the National
Federation of WIs held in in
Cardiff in early June and gave us
a very interesting report at our
meeting.

We look forward to returning in
September, the first event being
the postponed County Quiz.

Meeting details are to be found
each month on the WI Notice
board and on the front page of
this publication. If there is
something likely to interest you
do come along, men or women.
We charge just £3.00 (incl. Tea
& biscuits). Meetings are held in
the Village Hall on the second
Thursday of each month at
7.30pm

Gentle Keep Fit

If you are one of those people
who know they are not getting
enough exercise why not come

The service is located at:
The School House, Elton Primary School,

Main Street, Elton

Opening times
Every Thursday  between 1:45pm and 3:45pm

Services include:
Postal services, stamps, pensions, benefits, council tax & bill payments,

Plus car tax & cash withdrawals

(Some services may be subject to change)

Outreach Service, Elton

along to the Village Hall on
Wednesdays at 6.30pm for an
hour’s workout.  Exercise is
beneficial for good health and at
just £3.00 per session this is
very good value.

For more details contact Anne
Wellington on 650857.
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Want to see family and friends
without the hassle?

Homestead Farm
B&B and Self-catering Cottage

Book them in with Jean or Alan Carson

 Tel. 650359

The  Secret @ Peak Serenity
www.thesecret-peakserenity.co.uk

5 star exclusive apartment on Harthill Moor, nr. Alport and Elton.
S/c, sleeps 2-4 +double chaise-longue.

2 bedrooms, 1 bath, 1 Wetroom.
Week-ends, mid-week, full week breaks, short-term lets.

Open all year.
Total seclusion as ONLY 1 apartment.

No intrusions, no noise ( only the birds and the cows )
....Take your watch off ...relax....feel the peace...

Perfect idyll for walkers, cyclists, climbers, nature-lovers..
email: relax@peakserenity.co.uk.. M  07837 725 337

I’m not being rude or ‘away with the fairies’!.......

Much excitement: my brother and his family, including the two girls aged 5 and 7, have arrived –
we’ve not seen them since Christmas three months previously.  My brother’s wife and one daughter
come urgently into the house.  “Hi Camille” I say to the small child.  My sister-in-law gives me a
quizzical look and whisks the girl towards the toilet.  Then my brother enters the house with the
second child, two inches taller than the other.  “Oh hell!” think I, the older one is Camille, so that
‘busting’ one must have been Madeleine.

You see I have face-blindness (prosopagnosia), a disorder that can lead to many moments of
amusement and even more of mortification.

I am determined to rectify the faux pas and so try to take note of my nieces’ salient features.  There
is no point trying to learn their faces, to me they look the same – two eyes, a mouth, one nose, two
ears (how blessed they are!)  And though I am assured that one child resembles my brother’s family
(therefore MY family) and the other his wife’s family, I haven’t a clue.  I have to rely on my memory
for clothes, hair grips and flashing trainers.  But, and here’s some paranoia, I think the kids must
be on to me; they dress identically.  So I have only the height difference to go on!

I proudly take my brother’s family to work (Haddon Hall).  A colleague greets me and looks down
at the little girl clutching my hand. “And who’s this?” she asks encouragingly.  Good question think
I!  I glance around to see if the other child is in sight (height difference!), but she is nowhere to be
seen.  I think of saying something a bit muffled like “Ca-madel-ille” when a moment of genius seems
to strike and perhaps a little too loudly I announce “this is my niece”.  But the victory is short-lived
when there is a further enquiry “And does your niece have a name?”  Well yes, I not only know
that she has a name, but that it is one of a choice of two: Camille or Madeleine.  Whilst I’m mentally
tossing a coin the child saves me, “Mad-e-leine” she says slowly and sweetly.

I am aware that there had been a moment of awkwardness, and so at the next meeting with my
colleague I tell her that I am face-blind.  She listens attentively and smiles, but I can tell she is
inwardly responding as though I have told her I saddled up a tiger and rode it to work that day.

If you don’t have face-blindness I think you, like my colleague, may find it difficult to understand.
We humans are social animals and much of our interaction is based on recognition of each other.
But I find it very difficult to remember faces.  There are people I have learned and I can recognise
consistently.  There are others who I can recognise one day and not the next.  In moments of

Continued on next page



7 Village News and Views

Calling all holiday accommodation providers
in Elton and Gratton

If you would like copies of the Elton Village Guide leaflet and
the Elton Village Trail booklet for your clients please contact
eltonhistory@talk21.com or phone Lynn on 650015.

mischief my ‘other half’, Richard, enjoys pointing to people we don’t know, saying “Oh look there’s
so and so” and watching me waving enthusiastically to a complete stranger.

I have a stall at Bakewell Farmers’ Market (where I sell my art and craft) and I try to tell people I
am face blind so that they can understand if, though they have visited my stall before, I am
treating them as a new customer.  Recently on explaining my face-blindness, a gentleman
declared with some impatience “Yes you told us that last time we came to your stall!”  Clearly he
has not understood my message: but it is me who is left feeling foolish.

I compensate to my best: I am good at remembering voices and accents; I listen attentively to
people so that the next time I talk to them I can recognise things they say and therefore eventually
realise who it is I am speaking to; and, good people of Elton and Gratton, I remember walking
sticks, dogs, gaits, hair styles and favourite hats.  Context is everything – and so I may wave to
you in the village and ‘blank’ you if I see you elsewhere: I apologise!

I have lived in the area for 9 of the last 12 years and you probably think I should know you by
now, but please be understanding!  I am not being rude or ‘away with the fairies’.  I am not a user
of people who talks enthusiastically one moment and ignores the next.  I have a disorder which
causes embarrassment both socially and in business.  So if I’m ostensibly ignoring you please say
“hello” and give me a clue!

My good friend Tamsin makes the letter T (for Tamsin) with her hands when she sees me: she has
fully understood my deficiencies!

Liz Hague (The Paddock, Elton)

Continued from previous page

DON SHIMWELL ACIPHE RP
GENERAL BUILDER & PLUMBER

Over 40 years experience
working on properties in ELTON

and surrounding areas.
No VAT on labour charges.
For more information ring

Don on 01246 206646
Mob: 07879498026 or

Email dshimwell@aol.com
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 PEAK PRE-SCHOOL
(formally Winster Pre-school)

Welcomes children from age 2yrs to school age to a warm and friendly environment.
Monday to Thursday term time only.

We are OFSTED approved and
a member of the Early Years Partnership.

Government Funded places available
for 3 and 4 year olds

We are registered for 10 places.
However, for 2013/2014 spaces are already limited due to high demand.

In order to secure a place for your child for 2013/4 please contact
Cathy Banks on07799084244 (6.30 - 8pmTues evenings only) to register.

Registered Charity No. 1035604

Monday 23 September 7.30 in the Burton
Institute - Winster Local History Group. The
history of Winster Wakes and other village
celebrations

Friday 27 September, 7.30 in the Burton
Institute. Winster Village Quiz

Friday 25 October, 7.30 in the Burton Institute.
Winster Village Quiz

Monday 25 November 7.30 in the Burton
Institute
Winster Local History Group. Will Noble. Dry-
stone walling, Yorkshire style.

Friday 29 November, 7.30 in the Burton
Institute.
Winster Village Quiz

Winster Events

New Book of Walks Around Winster

A 24-page booklet giving details of six circular walks, starting and ending in Winster, each with
a full-page map and notes of interests along the way. Between one and four miles, the routes
range from a stroll round Winster suitable for pushchairs to a walk along the Limestone Way to
Birchover with an optional side-walk to Robin Hood’s Stride and the Hermit’s Cave at Cratcliffe.

The price is £3.50 and every penny of the takings goes to the Village Shop.

Snitterton Hall Open Garden

Sunday 1 September 11.00am to 5.00pm

Friends of the Peak are delighted that the owners of Snitterton Hall, a Grade 1 Elizabethan manor, are
kindly opening their glorious gardens on Sunday 1 September.  Do come to see the beautiful gardens, the
amazing semi-underground swimming pool and enjoy some refreshments in a lovely Peak District setting.
Parking available with tea, coffee and soft drinks on sale.
Disabled access to part of the gardens only.
Adults £4 (three people for £10), under 16's £2, under 5's free - tickets available on the day.
All money raised will go to work protecting Peak District landscapes.
Location: Snitterton Hall, Snitterton, near Matlock DE4 2JG (Signposted from Sainsbury’s, Matlock and South Darley)
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RAMBLING THE SUMMER FESTIVALS

When I have a couple of hours to spare and cannot therefore embark on a longer walk but still require
my addicts fix, I regularly repair to the Minninglow car park on the High Peak Trail, to indulge in a
little calm and reassurance. I have various short circular excursions from this point, one of which can
usually be adapted to match my inclinations to endure a separation from mass humanity. [Bless it!].

But a couple of weeks ago, this expectation was stood completely on its head by the annual influx of
a section of that very same joyful mass, who had come  to worship at the Y Not Music Festival. This
is held annually in the fields close to Pikehall ie, very close to Minninglow car park. And in a complete
reversal of my claim to prefer solitude, I had to admit the ambivalence of being completely fascinated
by the spectacle. The problem being that, whilst I really enjoy good music - so do lots of other people
too - so there is a conflict obviously.

Now because I no longer live in the world of 21st century economic reality, much preferring economic
austerity from an earlier era, I could not bring myself to pay the going rate for the only available
tickets  for the event. Which cost £79.50 per person for the three days that the festival lasted. Even
though I had promised myself previously that I would [one day] attend this summertime expression
of joyous frolicking, in the interests of my researches into how the other half of humanity lives, yet
such a blow to the pocket felt more like having your trousers ripped down.

I must add at his point, that nevertheless, for serious festival goers, who are able to endure /enjoy
three days of relentless musical expression and innovation, in the midst of the muddiness and squalor
of camping with like minded souls, but without fresh water or sufficient toilets, - it is remarkably good
value. The bonhomie and camaraderie  created by close proximity to like minded revellers far
outweighs these privations. And all at the bargain price of only about £25 per day with camping and
all the comprehensive entertainment by innumerable bands included. At any rate, 8000 people
thought so, because the tickets to that number were sold out apparently. I personally didn't need
three whole days of enjoyment. I'm not used to it and I don't know how to handle it! It depends purely
on how you choose to look at it, I suppose.

Meanwhile, as an outsider, that is just what I was doing. Looking at it. I have to acknowledge that I
am fascinated and repelled at the same time, which is not an easy position in which to maintain an
objective balance. The Y Not Festival has an excellent reputation in the music festival world and here
is the real thing in front of my very eyes. Exciting, interesting, shocking and all in all, a grand spectacle
for students studying the Human Condition. Consequently, over the course of the weekend, we
passed or drove by the venue several times, each time to marvel at some new aspect of the
proceedings, each time to realise some fresh insight or see some new revelation

First of all, the acres and acres of cars neatly parked within the security fencing that surrounded the
site. It was only then that I saw how prosperous we have all become to be able to commit such a
proportion of our time and income to leisure. There was a vast array of brightly coloured tents and
Marquees to further enhance our requirements for pleasure. Maybe the well worn access wasn't too
pretty, but do we care? A thunderstorm on the Friday evening was a means of testing the resolve of
those attending, whilst the sad onlookers [that's us], had to be content with feeling superior at not
suffering - except that we were also envious that we missed the slippery fun and frolics that  flourished
in these adversities too. I wanted to be there and was glad I wasn't, at the same time !!

To recompense me for all these missed experiences, I decided that I must visit a 3 day festival myself.
Fortunately, on a recent weekend, the opportunity immediately arose in the form of the Matlock &
District CAMRA Beer Festival that was held at the Fishpond Pub in Matlock Bath. The music was great,
the food was great, the beer was great - and entry was free!! And I was able to manage three days
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DJG Taxis
4 & 8 seater Taxi Service
Airports,Days/Nights out, etc.

Contact John Gladwin
Tel: 01629 650025 or 07767238331

Website: www.djg-taxis.co.uk
Email: john@djg-taxis.co.uk

Serenity Coffee Shop
Cliff Farm, Cliff Lane, nr.Elton

DE45 1LL
Open:  March until  September
Saturday, Sunday & Bank Hols
From Good Friday 11am – 5pm

Everyone welcome.
Walkers,cyclists,climbers

     Email relax@peakserenity.co.uk
 Tel: 01629 650712   Mob: 07837725337

Interested in joining the 100 Club?

There are now a few free numbers available.

If you would like to be part of this monthly cash prize draw

Contact Cath Dawe on 650649

Elton Beer Festival - 2013

This year’s Elton Beer Festival was another huge success raising a total of £5336.85.

The funds will now go towards the Jubilee Field Improvement Project and the new Pavilion.

The organisers of the event would like to say a big thank you to everybody who attended, helped
out and sponsored the event. We couldn’t have done it without your time and generosity!

We hope everybody who came along had fun and sampled some good ale.

We look forward to seeing you next year…

Elton Jubilee Field Committee

Thank you…..

We would like to thank everyone who sponsored us for Race for Life. We ran in
memory of our Nan who passed away in February and also our Grandad who passed
away in March. Between us we managed to raise £402.00 for Cancer Research.

Thanks again,

Jasmine and Jodie Banks
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MICK ANDREWS – MOTOR CYCLE CHAMPION AND ELTON LEGEND

It came as a bit of a shock recently to learn that, these days, not everyone in Elton knows who Mick Andrews is or what he achieved.
I suppose I shouldn’t have been that surprised.  After all – time flies and it is now 40 years since Elton had its very own world champion
and there have been many comings and goings in the village since then.  So this is the story of Mick’s rise to the very top of his chosen
sport and the effect his success had on people – and especially young people - living in Elton at the time.

Mick grew up at Roseneath in Main Street and attended Elton School.
Even as a child he could do amazing stunts on his pushbike.  And when
Tom, his dad, bought him his first motor bike (a 197cc James trials bike)
he was soon winning local trials and turning heads with his skills.  So
much so that, at the tender age of 16 he was signed up by AJS and
supplied with a brand new sponsored works bike – previously unheard
of in one so young.  The gasps of surprise in the trialling world turned to
sheer amazement when, just past his 17th birthday, Mick rode the AJS
to victory in the Bemrose National trial, relegating the legendary Sam-
my Miller – generally regarded as unbeatable at that time – into second
place.  The Mick Andrews story was underway.

Throughout the 1960’s Mick rode trials and moto-cross (scrambling).
Trials on Saturdays – scrambling on Sundays.  He honed his skills at
Burycliff and fine tuned his bikes in the evenings in the former chip shop
next to Roseneath.  My parents would whisk me off to watch Mick
dominate scrambles at Knifeton, Clifton, Bolsover, Mercaston and the
like.  It was just fantastic to see – the watching Elton contingent glowing
with pride and not quite believing their eyes.  But it was in trialling that
Mick truly excelled.  The plain fact is that for six golden years from 1970
onwards Mick was indisputably the best motor cycle trials rider in the
world.

At that time the trials European / World championship was completed over nine demanding rounds – each in a different country.
Mick won the title on the Spanish Ossa in 1971 and 1972 but, paradoxically, the biggest trial in the world – the Scottish Six Day trial –
was run separately  to the world championship and it is with the ‘Scottish’ that Mick’s name will be forever associated.  Until Mick
came onto the scene the Scottish  - six consecutive days of fearsome challenges for man and machine - was dominated by the
aforementioned Sammy Miller who won it on five occasions in the 1960’s.  But now there was a new kid on the block.  Mick soon
chalked up a hat-trick of wins on the Ossa in 1970, 1971 and 1972 and, following his switch to Yamaha, drew level with Miller’s five
victories when he won again in 1974 and 1975.

For Mick 1973, his first on the Yamaha, was a ‘nearly’ year.  He came second in the Europeans and narrowly lost the Scottish to
Malcolm Rathmell in a nailbiting finish on the final day of the trial – second again.  Looking back this must be especially irritating to
Mick as victory in the 1973 Scottish would have seen him ultimately eclipse Millers five wins and left him with six successive victories
in Scotland – which would have been an unmatchable achievement.

So what went wrong in 1973?  Well – there were several extenuating circumstances.  It was Mick’s first year on the Yamaha and there
were some in the sport who resented his switch to the Japanese company.  This was particularly the case in Spain where the three
main manufacturers (Bultaco, Ossa and Montesa) had dominated the lucrative trials bike market and saw Mick’s move as opening up
the way for the Japanese to step in and steal market share.  As (bad) luck would have it, the first round of the 1973 Worlds took place
near Barcelona (the home of Ossa) and Mick was cursed, booed and hissed by the volatile Spanish fans angry at the reigning European
champion’s  defection from Ossa.  He even had rocks thrown into his path as he rode the sections.

But perhaps even more damaging to Mick’s form in 1973 was a very serious shoulder injury suffered when he crashed his bike
practising for an event in the USA near New York towards the end of 1972.  The initial local diagnosis was that he was unlikely to ride
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ATTRACTIVE COTTAGE FOR 2
IN CENTRE OF ELTON

We have a lovely cottage suitable for two people for
weekly or weekend rental in centre of Elton village.
No smoking and no pets please. Would suit
relatives/friends of local residents visiting the
area as well as holiday makers.

If you are interested please call Angela and
Trevor on 01799 550994 for details.

competitively again.  Fortunately a career-preserving  operation in Tulsa, Oklahoma saved the day but Mick faced a long recovery
period and, looking back now, it is possibly the case that the 1973 Scottish (in the Spring of that year) came just a little too early for
him.

On a personal note – Mick married Matlock girl Jill Britland in 1968.  They made their first home at Cratcliffe View in the Main Street
but were soon on the move.  Mick was in demand for his design skills as well as his riding and his contract with Ossa required him to
relocate to Barcelona where he was responsible for designing the Ossa MAR trials bike (MAR stands for Mick Andrews Replica).  Later
Mick and Jill moved to Amsterdam (Yamaha’s European HQ) where Mick played a major part in designing Yamaha’s first trials bike
(the Yamaha TY 250).  Meanwhile Mick continued to win major trials and travel the world competing, promoting and coaching.

But back to Elton in the 1960’s when Mick was operating from the old chip shop.  For years Elton children had dangled their feet from
the impossibly high wooden bench in there on Tuesday and Friday teatimes waiting impatiently for Mr & Mrs Phillips to declare that
the fat was finally hot enough and that the first batch of fish and chips would soon be ready.  A few years on, and now teenagers, a
gang of us would saunter in there of an evening and exchange the inevitable lively banter with Mick as he and his helpers readied his
bikes  for the challenges of the following weekend.  Now the old place smelt of oil – not chip fat.  The fryers had gone – replaced by
motor bike parts, wheels and tyres stacked everywhere.  If we were really lucky, Mick would road test the bikes by doing fast wheelies
all the way up the street to the Square.  Fantastic!

On our pushbikes we were Mick Andrews.  Some of the lads shortened their mudguards or removed them altogether.  Some fitted
wide handlebars.  We didn’t go far but we could ride up and down grass verges like mountain goats on wheels.  A grassy bank (now
long gone) running the entire length of the top of Boam’s farm in Back Lane was a particular favourite for our ‘trials’.  Not surprisingly
Mick’s younger brother Barry was the star but, even if I say so myself, we were all pretty useful!

Over the years different generations of Elton lads have purchased trials bikes and made good use of the facilities at Burycliff.  A few
have tried their luck at competitive trials – Peter Carson, Stephen (‘Sam’) Brownlee and, more recently, Robert Stone are names which
spring most readily to mind.

Without giving away too many secrets, Mick is now over the State Pension age.  He still has that rock star look about him and he is
still fit enough to ride to a high standard.  His famous trials schools remain hugely popular all over the world.

Mick is completely unaffected by his success.  If you push him hard he will ‘name-drop’ a little but he remains as he always was –
modest, friendly, approachable and always interested in the latest Elton news.  Elton can be incredibly proud of its most famous son.

 JOHN STONE
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FIREWOOD FOR SALE
Seasoned hardwood logs cut & split

Net bags £4 collected
Builders bulk bag (1m³) £50; £5 deposit on bag

Free delivery in Elton and Gratton
Elsewhere £10 for one, £15 for 2 or 3 bags

Tel: Simon 650209 or 07889 107008
Email: simonfowler1@btinternet.com

R. Stone - Joinery

of sustained enjoyment. Obviously I just need more practice, that's all. I might even begin saving
up for next year's Y NOT festival!

There is just one little postscript to the Y NOT festival that I must mention. There was some serious
rainfall during the final Sunday night and on the Monday morning after the event had finished, I was
compelled to go and view the aftermath. Now I don't know what I was expecting but what I found
was truly startling. Where the day before there had been such relaxed enjoyment, now there was a
bomb site. You must have seen those slums that so shock the sensibilities when shown on TV. Take
a trip to Pikehall ! It really was a sight to be seen. There was a strong wind by now, which hunted
between the abandoned wreckage of tents and awnings, seeking out inflated air beds to bowl across
the site and pile against the now breached security fencing. Rubbish was whipped into the air, where
it cavorted about until it found a temporary resting place where it could cause the maximum visual
offence. There was scarcely a soul to be seen at this far end of the site, the staff having commenced
an efficient clearing up from the other end close by the road and working their way towards this
chaos. There was only the odd, possibly experienced festival goer, who wandered from tent to tent
to scavenge amongst the multitude of abandoned belongings. I just had to view it all with a mixture
of reproach, criticism of humankind, yet strangely with some compassion too. The whole event had
given so much enjoyment to so many people and this was the result.

You know, I've convinced myself that I really might attend next year -  that's the bottom line.

A GRAND CHARITY AUCTION!
at the Westfield Centre Derby

28th - 29th of November... 18.30 - 18.30(+)

James Lewis, Patron of Tiny Tim Trust, and twice winner of The Auctioneer of the Year award, is to
attempt to set a world record by holding the longest auction ever held by a single auctioneer, in aid of charity.
The auction is to take place at Westfield Centre, Derby on the 28th and 29th November 2013 from 18.30 – 18.30
(24+ hours). A l t h o u g h  T i n y  T i m  T r u s t  i s  t a k i n g  t h e  l e a d ,  the proceeds are to be divided
b e t w e e n  1 0  participating charities. These are:
Tiny Tim Trust, Victim support, Annabel’s Angels, Derbyshire Wildlife Trust, Born Free, Crich  Toy Library,
Diabetes UK, Pancreatic Cancer Research Fund, Derby Air Cadets and Lion Roar

We, the organisers, require a total of 2,400 lots. These may be items, talents, services or experiences
of any value. Nothing will be considered too insignificant or too valuable for inclusion. Vouchers to be ex-
changed for goods from Derbyshire based traders and professionals will be most welcome. In short anything
which may be interesting, useful, valuable, novel or just fun will be most welcome.  Please contact Kat Towler
if you have any lots to offer.  More information is available by contacting either of the following:

Email: marycwhite@btinternet.com Tel: 01629 534990  or kat@hurrahevents.com Tel: 07970 654197
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Supporting Farming & Rural Life in the Peak District
What’s On in Sept:

Wed 18th Sept:  Walking for Health : Taddington, start 1pm – finishing 2pm
Meeting at the main entrance to the church we shall take a circular walk up to High Well and back down into
the bottom of the village, returning to the church entrance via the main road.  Free of charge.  All welcome.

Wed 18th Sept : Open Day at the Centre, 10am – 5pm: ALL WELCOME
Drop by and see first-hand some of the activities and support the Centre provides, and enjoy a lovely cuppa.
Our Open Day is being held with the support of MacMillan, whose staff will be on hand to provide information
and advice on health and cancer related issues. If you’ve always wondered what we are all about now is your
chance to come and find out!

Wed 18th Sept : ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING: 7.00PM.  ALL WELCOME.

Peak District “Fresh Start” Uplands Academy – Training for New Entrants to Farming
Starting in the Autumn, The Farming Life Centre will be the base for the Peak District Fresh Start Uplands
Academy.  The Academy is a new initiative designed to support and develop the next generation of upland
farmers, land managers and land based businesses. If you are looking to establish a business in these areas
or are seeking the next steps towards it, then this course is for you. Applications are welcome from family
farm members, shepherds and herdsmen, foresters and new entrants looking to make that leap from thinking
to doing. The course will focus on the core business skills, knowledge and practical considerations that will
help you to develop your ideas and reach your full potential. Call or see our website for more details and an
application form.

Farm Business Book-Keeping and Paperwork Training
We’ll be holding four Tuesday morning training sessions on financial record keeping between September
and Christmas.  The sessions will be led by Pennie Barker who is an experienced farm secretary and trainer.
If you would be interested in attending a session at the FLC then please get in touch to book a place, the
sessions are free of charge and all information will be treated with the strictest confidence.

Gapping and Introduction to Dry Stone Walling Techniques
A series of 3 x one-day courses in dry stone walling, covering the three main stone types in the Peak District:
Gritstone, Carboniferous Limestone and Sandstone, where participants will learn the basic principles of dry
stone walling: how to strip down a wall methodically, identify the relevant parts for reconstruction and rebuild
the wall using tried and tested techniques. The course is free if in an SDA area, details of dates still to be
finalised but if you are interested please get in touch with the Centre and reserve a place.

Blackwell Hall Farm, Blackwell, Buxton, Derbyshire SK17 9TQ
www.thefarminglifecentre.org.uk, info@thefarminglifecentre.org.uk,  01298 85162
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ROBIN'S KNOTTY CROSSWORD

SOLUTION ON BACK PAGE

Across
1.   Piece about deception (4)
3.   Make senseless (7)
9.   On yer feet (5)
10. Former pupil waits (7)
11. Whale watching (8)
12. Soft cheese (4)
15. Evasive but stable (5)
16. Respite (5)
20. Gaze lewdly (4)
21. Lefty (8)
23. Frank’s team (3,4)
25. Pull through (5)
26. More modus operandi (7)
27. Responsibility (4)

Down
1.   Reverie (6)
2.   Reasonable Greek (9)
4.   Not at its peak (6)
5.   Agitate (4)
6.   Trim in December (3)
7.   The proper stuff (4,3)
8.   Feast reverts to prise (5)
13. Here they come (9)
14. Have your say (7)
17. Noisy take-in (5)
18. Exhausted (6)
19. Possessors (6)
22. Over-hasty blotch (4)
24. Knot a lot (3)

Elton Village
Quiz Nights .....

...are staring again on Friday 18th October.

Bring your team along for an enjoyable and
social evening (don’t forget your drinks  and
nibbles).

Raffle prizes will be most welcome.

Entry is £2.00 per person plus £1.00 for a
raffle ticket.

Future dates:  November 8th
   December 13th

Important notice for
Gardening Club members

Evening meetings start again in the Village
Hall at 7.30pm on 26th September with a talk
on herbs by Lynn Tam-Watson.

Following the AGM in May, the new
committee have met and agreed that
members subscriptions must increase to
£12.50 per year in view of rising fees charged
by speakers. This will be the first increase
since the club commenced in 2004. Visitors
fees will also increase to £2.50.

Would you please bring your subs along to
the September meeting.  Thank you.
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 Badminton Kate French 650273

 Bell Ringers Alastair Scrivener 650791

Bus services Timetable 0870 6082608

Community transport 641920

County Council 08 456 058 058

Cricket Club Glynn Yates 650494

 Crime Stoppers 0800 555 111

Darts Teams Paul Carson 650359

District Council 761100

Doctors (Winster) 650207 Emergencies

733205 or NHS Direct 0845 4647

Electrical emergencies 0800 0568090

Eltonians Secretary Mike Musgrave 650293

Energy Efficiency Grants 761304

Fire advice 582849

Gardening Club John Wellington 650857

Gas leaks 0800 111999

History Group Lynn Burnet

Hospital The Whitworth, Darley Dale (minor

injury only) 580211

Housing advice 761311

Jubilee Field Colin Swindell 650672

Mobility Scooter (Tissington Trail) for more

details contact 01335 343156 - seasonal only

Pre-school Contact Cathy Banks on

07799084244 (Tuesday evenings only)

Police  For emergencies dial 999  otherwise

dial  the NEW number 101 (It’s confidential)

Rail services Enquiries 0845 7484950

Refuse collection DDDC 761122

School 650282

School PTFA Amy Dabell 650948

Swimming pool Bakewell - 814205

Matlock - Arc Leisure - 581322

Tourist information Bakewell - 813227

Matlock - 583388

Village Hall Bookings Sue Lightfoot 650641

Water emergencies 0800 7834444

Womens’ Institute  Cath Dawe  650649

Non-business adverts in
this section

are free to village
residents

Contact the editor
If you wish to place

 an advert here

Village DirectoryThe Small Ads

Community Transport
A Dial-a-Bus service for elderly
&/or disabled people operates on
the 1st and 3rd Thursday each
month to Buxton arriving
11.15am & departing 1.15pm. To
reserve a seat, contact 641920

Jubilee Field
The pitches & pavilion  are
available for hire. For all
bookings, contact Colin Swindell
on 07816 986956

Mobile Library
Every other Tuesday - from 3rd
September onwards
Elton - Duke of York -
12.25 - 12.45pm
Elton - East End -
12.50 - 1.05pm
Call 812267 or 58000 ext. 6589
for details.

Post Office
Outreach Service

Every Thursday in the
School House

From 1.45-3.45pm

Village Hall
Hire of hall: £5.00 per session or
£15 all day for residents & village
organisations. Non-residents at
reasonable rates.

For bookings or more information
contact Sue Lightfoot 650641

ResourcesFor Sale/Wanted

Across:1.Trap  3.Stupefy  9.Arise  10.Observe  11.Cetology  12.Brie

15.Stall  16.Truce  20.Leer  21.Southpaw  23.Rat Pack  25.Swipe
26.Methods  27.Onus

Down:1.Trance  2.Aristotle  4.Trough  5.Poss  6.Fir  7.Real ale  8.Lever

13.Reception  14.Protest  17.Slurp  18.Zonked  19.Owners  22.Rash  24.Tie

CROSSWORD SOLUTION


