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With the ever increasing number of vehicles in the
village, parking anywhere near to your home is
becoming more and more difficult, and nearly
impossible at weekends unless you are one of the
fortunate who have a driveway.

Issue No. 37

Diary Dates
March
6 Parish Council meeting 7.30pm VH
13 WI 7.30pm VH Mick Partridge - Follow
Your Dream
14 Quiz Night 7.30pm VH
18 ELHG 7.30pm VH
27 Gardening Club 7.30pm VH Kevin Pratt Poppies and Bulbs

April

Parking sensibly and with thought for others will help.
Think about leaving enough room for another vehicle
and not taking up two spaces. You know it makes sense!
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11
15
24

Parish Council meeting 7.30pm VH
WI 7.30pm VH at Rowsley WI
Quiz Night 7.30pm VH
ELHG 7.30pm VH
Gardening Club 7.30pm VH Anthony
Norman - Summer Hanging Baskets and
Plant Sale

May
1
8

We hear reports that dog fouling in the village is
increasing once again. Yuk! Please be a responsible
dog owner and put a plastic bag in your pocket before
you walk your dog. There’s a dog bin at the end of
Hungerhill Lane and another by the entrance to the
Jubilee Field which are regularly emptied. Please use

We welcome your news, views and
articles of interest, provided they are
not
anonymous,
libellous
or
offensive. Views expressed are not
necessarily those of the editorial
team. Items may be condensed
where necessary.
News items, for sale/wanted adverts
and announcements are free to
Parish residents. For business
advertising rates please contact
John Wellington 650857.
If you would like to join the editorial
team please contact one of us.

Echo Editorial Team
John Moseley
John Wellington

650760
650857

Please send us your news, views,
stories and diary events (for June,
July, August and September) no later
than:Next Copy Date
Monday - 5th May 2014
to:

June
5 Parish Council meeting 7.30pm VH
12 WI 7.30pm VH Gillian Sprakes - Colours to
Dye For
17 ELHG 7.30pm VH

Weekly events
Gentle Keep Fit every Wednesday at 6.30pm
in Village Hall. Contact Anne Wellington 650857

these and not the litter bins. Thank you.
Editorial Policy

Parish Council meeting 7.30pm VH
WI 7.30pm VH Sally Mosley - The
Anniversary Walk
9 Quiz Night 7.30pm VH
20 ELHG 7.30pm VH
22 Gardening Club 7.30pm VH The AGM

John Wellington
Stride Cottage,
Main Street, Elton.

Preferably by email in MSWord to:

eltonecho@tiscali.co.uk

Tea/Coffee & Toast in Church - every
Thursday 10.30am - 12..00pm

Fortnightly events
The Eltonians (the over 60’s group) meet
every other Wednesdays at 2pm in the Village
Hall. Contact Mike Musgrave on 650293 for
details.
Grey Bin & Food Caddy Collection
Every other Wednesday - from 5th March
Blue & Green Bin & Food Caddy Collection
Every other Wednesday - from 12th March
Mobile Library - see back page
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Councillors Corner
Elton's Bring Site Withdrawn
By now you might have noticed that the bring site (recycling point) at the Jubilee Field has been
removed. The bins were removed on Wednesday 15 January along with the ones at Winster and
other sites across the the Derbyshire Dales.
The bring sites were removed by the company HW Martin who provide and empty the bins. The
company provided the facilities at no cost to the District Council or the taxpayer, but instead made
money through the resale of the materials deposited at the site.
Over recent months the Jubilee Field bring site has been used significantly less. The is main down
to the increase in doorstep recycling. With fewer materials being left at the site, HW Martin found
that it was no longer financially viable to maintain the sites and were left with no choice but to
withdraw the bins.
With the site gone residents are reminded that they can request an additional blue box or bag free
of charge from the council to enable them to recycle more materials on the doorstep. Anybody
using the blue bin for recycling can request a box or bag too. The Northwood Household Waste
Recycling Centre is also open to the public and is open daily between 8:30am and 6pm. The site
is situated just off the A6 between Darley Dale and Rowsley.

Weather Damage
The recent wet, windy and wintry weather has led to a big jump in the number of calls I receive
about blocked gullies, low-level flooding, fallen trees and other weather related damage. The
County and District Councils are working around the clock to deal with all of the matters brought
to their attention, but they have asked for everybody to remain patient whilst they deal with the
growing number of call-outs during heavy rainfall and bad weather.
As always, if you do see a blocked gulley or other issue of concern brought-on by the adverse
weather, please do not hesitate to contact me using the details below. I will report it on your behalf
to the relevant authority and do what I can to make sure it is dealt with.
Can I please make a polite request that on windy days residents make sure that their bins and
recycling containers are secure in their properties and not on the streets. The Council receives
many complaints about bins being found lying in the road or blowing around the streets. They can
cause a major hazard to pedestrians and vehicles and the damage to the bins themselves is a
cost to the taxpayer.

District Councillor
Colin Swindell 01629 650672

Parish Councillors
John Moseley
Chair 650760
Colin Swindell Vice Chair 650672
Cath Dawe
650649
Jonathan Snodgrass
650489
Chris Hirst
650217
Nigel Mason
650440

All correspondence to the Clerk:
Janice Jackson Tel: 650727
8 Bradley Close
Birchover
DE4 2BG

County Councillor
Simon Spencer 01335 324324
Member of Parliament
Patrick McLoughlin,
Derbys West Constituency Office
01332 558125
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All Saints Church

A message from the Curate.

Team Rector: Canon David Truby 824707
Church Warden: Alastair Scrivener
650791
“
John Spreadborough 650829

I first visited Elton back in 2001 when I was working on a
government funded project to help children in year 6
Monthly Services
primary make the move up to secondary school, with
1st Sunday 9.30am Book of Common Prayer
particular emphasis on small village schools. I came to Elton
2nd Sunday 6.00pm Sanctuary
and walked into a warm friendly school and was smitten. I
3rd Sunday 9.30am Parish Eucharist
4th Sunday 6.00pm Evensong
went away thinking how wonderful it would be to live and
5th Sunday Where this occurs, we will join
work in that community.
with the Methodists. Please refer to church
notice board for details.

Fast forward 11 years and I found myself serving my curacy
in the Wirksworth Team Ministry and thrilled to be asked to be Foundation Governor to Elton School.
More recently David Truby has asked me to take on the Pastoral Responsibility for Elton- partly to
further my training. I was once again overjoyed to be able to be more involved in the life of Elton.
I shall continue my work in Elton as a Foundation Governor at the school as well as planning and
taking services in church but will also be around if anyone wants to chat- particularly at Tea and
Toast on a Thursday morning.
Over Lent which begins with Ash Wednesday on the 5th March we will be having a Bible Study in
church (See below). There will also be a second Messy Church run in school on Wednesday 9th April.
This will start at 3.30pm with refreshments, followed by craft time, short worship in church and then
a meal together. Open to all parents and children in the village and anyone else who wants to come
along it’s a fun way of leaning more about Jesus and enjoying each other’s company. All those who
came to the Messy Christingle really enjoyed themselves.
Finally as we approach Easter we are reminded of Jesus who loved the world so much He came and
lived amongst us, dying and rising again that we may all know life in all its fullness. My prayer for
all of you in Elton is that as individuals, as families, as a community you may all know the fullness
of God’s love.

Donations would be very welcome to help us provide flowers in the church over the Easter
period.
Please pass your donations to Anne Wellington at Stride Cottage Main Street or Jean
Spreadborough at 8 Alice’s Cottages by the 14th April at the latest.
Thank you very much and also for your generous support in previous years.

4

Village News and Views

Elton Church Food Bank Collections
Elton Church continues to accept donated goods for food banks, in particular canned food, dried goods
and household sundries. All items collected are passed onto the Matlock based Jigsaw Food Bank who
provide support to those families who are struggling to afford food and other basic household goods.
With several households in my Council Ward now reliant on food banks, and having seen firsthand the
difference they can make, I encourage anybody with unwanted or unused food in their cupboards to
donate it to the church. You can simply pop your donation into Elton Church and leave it in the box
provided.
All people who use food banks are issued vouchers by doctors, health visitors, social workers, the
Citizen's Advice Bureau, the Council and police. Only those identified as genuinely in crisis are issued
with a food bank voucher.
Can I help you?
I am always here to help in any way I can. If you are in need of help, have an issue of concern or know
of a problem that needs fixing, please contact me. My contact details are below.
Thank you.
Colin Swindell
District Councillor
Winster and South Darley Ward

Address: Laburnum Cottage, Well Street, Elton, Matlock DE4 2BY
Telephone : 07816 986 956
Email : colin.swindell@derbyshiredales.gov.uk

New Year brings a new service to the village!
Neil and Kate are pleased to announce their own taxi business which we took over just before
Christmas. Neil's Taxi (formally of Great Longstone) has operated locally in the area for the
last 15 years. The business has a great reputation for offering reliable and comfortable travel
at a reasonable rate and our aim is to continue in the same manner, while also serving our
own local community.
Based from our home in the village, we operate a very comfortable 6 seater Ford Galaxy with
a luggage facility, if required. We are a fully licensed Private Hire and Hackney Carriage
service that can take you wherever you need to be. Whether it be airports for
business/holidays, days out or local trips, please give us a call.
Best wishes
Neil & Kate
Neil's Taxi - 07816 201746 / neilstaxi@btinternet.com
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EltonWI...

Gentle Keep Fit

Our February meeting proved to
be more interesting than many
of us expected. John Warren, a
magistrate with many years’
experience, gave us an insight
into his work, the training
required and the type of case he
and his fellow magistrates may
have to deal with.

If you are one of those people
who know they are not getting
enough exercise why not come
along to the Village Hall on
Wednesdays at 6.30pm for an
hour’s workout (nothing too
hard). Exercise is beneficial for
good health and at just £3.00
per session this is very good
value.
For more details contact Anne
Wellington on 650857.

During his talk he posed us a
number of questions and then
finally presented us with two real
cases (names changed of
course) and asked us what
sentence we might have given.
After we had given our ideas he
told us what the magistrates had
decided at the time.
We all learned a lot about the
difficulties magistrates face and
felt it had been a very
worthwhile meeting.
This month on 13th March will be
a complete contrast when Mick
Partridge, whom many of you
know, will be our speaker. We
hope those of you enjoy a lighthearted evening will be able to
join us in the Village Hall at
7.30pm - £3.00 including tea or
coffee and biscuits.
Elton W I Secretary

Outreach Service, Elton
The service is located at:
The School House, Elton Primary School,
Main Street, Elton
Opening times
Every Thursday between 1:45pm and 3:45pm
Services include:
Postal services, stamps, pensions, benefits, council tax & bill payments,
Plus car tax & cash withdrawals
(Some services may be subject to change)
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'It's my delight on a moonless night'

Repairs to a wall in Alastair Scrivener's cottage revealed in the infill some alarmingly human-looking long
bones and a shoulder blade. As it turned out, 'Mr Scrivener's bones', as Buxton museum labelled his
parcel, were the remains of a couple of legs of venison. In fact, the parcel should have been labelled
'Squire Thornhill's bones'. No doubt a poacher had killed the squire's deer, enjoyed the meat and stuffed
the evidence of his crime into a cavity in the wall of his cottage some time in the 19th century.
From medieval times only the landed gentry were allowed to hunt game. It wasn't until 1831 that game
became the property of whoever owned the land that it was on at the time. Even then it was, and still
is, illegal for anyone to take game, including rabbits, at night. From 1862 the police were given powers
to stop and search anyone who looked as if they might be thinking of going rabbiting at night.
Nevertheless, night-time rabbit poaching was a popular pursuit in Elton in the 19th century. That's hardly
surprising when a miner working his own mine might make only a few shillings a week. Hare and rabbit
meat were very welcome supplements to the diet and the sale of the animals was a valuable source of
income to a poacher prepared to risk heavy fines, prison and even transportation to Australia.
One Elton man was prepared to take that risk. John Marshall, known as 'Midge'
lived in what is known as 'Ben Gunn's', the one-up-one-down cottage, now an
extension to Lawson Cottage on West End. In 1878, Midge, aged 70 and a lead and
umber miner, was described by
as 'a notorious poacher'. He had
been apprehended in Gratton with poaching nets and was up before the
magistrates, who fined him £4 with costs or two months' hard labour. In 1881 the
paper reported Midge's 20th appearance before the court, this time for being in the
unlawful possession of a rabbit for which he was fined £5 with costs. The next year
he and an accomplice known as 'Snowball' (Thomas Gregory) were discovered with
a large net and two dogs catching rabbits at Minninglow. Midge
got six months in prison with hard labour.
Under the heading 'Old poacher neatly caught' the
of January 1885 reported Midge's 24th appearance before the court, charged
with being in possession of a poaching net on the highway near Bakewell. A policeman
had noticed that Midge looked 'suspiciously bulky' and found that he had a poaching
net 100 yards long coiled around his body. This time he was given a fine of £2 with
costs or one month's imprisonment and he had to forfeit his net. Midge had kept his
neighbours in rabbits for 50 years. Perhaps his customers clubbed together and
helped to pay his fines and keep him out of prison!

Want to see family and friends
without the hassle?

Homestead Farm
B&B and Self-catering Cottage
Book them in with Jean or Alan Carson

Tel. 650359

The Secret @ Peak Serenity
www.thesecret-peakserenity.co.uk
exclusive apartment on Harthill Moor, nr. Alport and Elton.
S/c, sleeps 2-4 +double chaise-longue.
2 bedrooms, 1 bath, 1 Wetroom.
Week-ends, mid-week, full week breaks, short-term lets.
Open all year.
Total seclusion as ONLY 1 apartment.
No intrusions, no noise ( only the birds and the cows )
....Take your watch off ...relax....feel the peace...
Perfect idyll for walkers, cyclists, climbers, nature-lovers..
email: relax@peakserenity.co.uk.. M 07837 725 337
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Winster Village Shop
a: Main Street, Winster, Matlock DE4 2DJ
t: 01629 650 683
e: sales@winstervillageshop.com

You might be aware that I have recently taken on the job of managing Winster Village Shop. I would
like to take this opportunity to thank staff, volunteers and customers for making me feel welcome in my
new role.
Part of my role involves listening to customers and residents from Winster and the surrounding
communities to hear their ideas about how we can improve the products and services the shop offers.
Customers are more than welcome to discuss with me any suggestions that they have when they visit
the shop or you can email me using the address above.
The Shop Board and I are also hoping to hold a meeting with Elton residents in the coming weeks. This
will be your chance to hear about future plans for the shop and put forward your suggestion. Invitations
will be put through every letterbox in the village.
We would like to encourage more support and custom for the shop from Elton. One of the ways we
would like to do this is to offer free deliveries to all households in the village. Whether you want to
set–up a weekly delivery or just a one-off order, simply call the shop and we will do our best to get your
order to you. There is no minimum purchase and payment can be arranged on delivery or by card over
the telephone.
Best wishes
Colin Swindell

Rob Embling Charity Darts Match
The Duke of York darts teams held the annual darts match in memory of Rob Embling on 4 January
2014. Rob was an Elton resident and keen darts player for the Duke of York's B team.
Every year a darts competition is held in memory of Rob and all funds raised go to his favourite
charity, the RNLI. This year's competition raised a total of £205.00.
On behalf of the Elton's darts teams, I would like to thank everybody who came along, took part,
contributed food and donated money. I would also like to pay particular thanks to Lynn Carson and
Colin Swindell who organise the event year after year and make sure that it continues to happen.
Congratulations go to Dave Cooper who was the winner on the night.
Jim Buckley

DON SHIMWELL ACIPHE RP
GENERAL BUILDER & PLUMBER
Over 40 years experience
working on properties in ELTON
and surrounding areas.
No VAT on labour charges.
For more information ring
Don on 01246 206646
Mob: 07879498026 or
Email dshimwell@aol.com
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Winster Events
Tuesday 4 March. Winster Pancake Races
start 1.30pm Main Street.
Friday 21 March. Winster Quiz BI
7.30pm.
Monday 24 March. Winster Local History
Group. The History of the Orchestra and its
Instruments, by Alan Hopkin.
Friday 28 March. Richard Durrant in
Concert. Brilliant guitarist with a classical to
modern repertoire and great laid-back stage
presence, accompanied by stunning artanimations specially created to fit the music.
BI 8pm. Tickets £8 (£6 for children still at
school) from Winster Post Office or 01629
650090. Bar opens 7.15.
Saturday 12 April. Making and Learning
the Cigar Box Guitar, a workshop by world
famous Chicken Bone John. Miners’ Standard 11am to 5pm. £35 including materials.
More information from 01629 650450 and
see www.chickenbonejohn.com

Monday 28 April. Winster Local History
Group. A River in Time (on the River
Bradford), by Christine Gregory. BI 7.30pm.
Friday 16 May. Folk Night with John
Conolly. John is well known in folk circles
for his beautifully crafted songs and
entertaining performances, including the wit
and wisdom with which he talks to the
audience. BI 8pm. Tickets £7 (£5) from
Winster Post Office or 01629 650090. Bar
opens 7.15.
Monday 23 June. Winster Local History
Group. Guided walk round Belper, led by
Adrian Farmer. Meet 7pm in the car park
next to the weir.
Sunday 29 June. Wakes Week starts with
the crowning of the Queen. Market House
2.30pm.
Also 27-29 June. Annual English Country
Music Weekend, based at the Miners’
Standard. Further information from 01335
345675.

PEAK PRE-SCHOOL
(formally Winster Pre-school)

Welcomes children from age 2yrs to school age to a warm and friendly environment.
Monday to Thursday term time only.
We are OFSTED approved and
a member of the Early Years Partnership.
Government Funded places available
for 3 and 4 year olds
We are registered for 10 places.
However, for 2013/2014 spaces are already limited due to high demand.
In order to secure a place for your child for 2013/4 please contact
Cathy Banks on07799084244 (6.30 - 8pmTues evenings only) to register.

Registered Charity No. 1035604

9

Village News and Views

Annual 10k and 3k Run at Chatsworth
4 May 2014
Register at www.helenstrust.org.uk

Wendy’s Wooftie Walk
6 April 2014
All are welcome two and four legged
Bakewell Station through Monsal Tunnel and back (6 miles)
Dogs on leads please
Entry Forms and Sponsorship Forms available from
Helen’s Trust in Bakewell and
Ibbotson’s in Ashford-in-the-Water
Suggested entry donations £10 Adults:£5 Children/concessions
Doggie Treats kindly donated by Bakewell Pet Supplies

Interested in joining the 100 Club?
There are now a few free numbers available.
If you would like to be part of this monthly cash prize draw
Contact Cath Dawe on 650649
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Easy Onion Soup - from

Lynn Burnet

For two servings you will need:
2 medium onions, diced
1 beef Oxo cube
1 teaspoon Bovril

a little Worcestershire sauce
or Henderson's Relish
16 fl oz. water

Fry the diced onion until soft. Crumble the Oxo cube into the onion and mix. Add the
water and bring to the boil. Add the Bovril and Worcestershire sauce/Henderson's
Relish. Add salt and pepper to taste. Simmer on a low heat for 30 minutes. This soup is
delicious on its own or served with cheese on toast.

JUBILEE FIELD UPDATE!
With hopefully all the bad/wet weather behind us things should start to have a visible impact on our new
building in the coming months, funds permitting? Things have been installed, the windows & doors being
the obvious one, this was completed in the autumn after our appeal to change a building condition was
successful. Having UPVC windows & doors “like half of the village” saved us over £10,000 of fund raising
and maintenance in the future. These are triple safety glazed and are more efficient, so thanks go to the
people who helped with our appeal, you know who you are!
Work you won’t have seen is the electrics being installed and connected at the cost of nearly £7,000. This
was lower than Western Power Distibution’s first estimate, as the ground works were donated, many
thanks!
Grants have been awarded from Derbyshire Community Foundation and Derbyshire Dales District Council
along with our fund raising efforts of last summer, Soup Kitchens and the winter Friday Quizzes {Mr Buxton
will be doing one in April for our funds}. MANY THANKS to ALL who helped with these events from making
Soups and Cakes, organising Quizzes and working before, on and after the Beer Festival. Also helping with
the music nights outside the Duke, courtesy of Longcliffe and their top driver! Feedback from any of these
events is welcome at our AGM later in the spring.
The clean and foul water connection is our next step toward completion which again you won’t see, clean
water supply cost is just under £6,000, again this is a considerably lower price due to trenching work from
road to building being donated and done last year. Thank you, you two! We have to supply 180m of
50mm pipe, meter and chamber, the price is for two connections and a road crossing {which you will see!}
to our boundary wall .We are awaiting the foul water connection costs.
Further grants have been applied for to help with the next box ticking of this village project. Namely, the
veranda & clock, floor screening with under floor heating through the planned ground source heat pump,
landscaping and the removal of the fence would be a welcome site for this well built, in Birchover Stone
by an “Elton Yorkshire man” and his Derbyshire partner {who did all the measuring!}. Will it ever be
finished you ask? Only time will tell! But with the help of the kind of people who care, it surely will.
Vice Chair.
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BILL GLOSSOP CALLS TIME ON HIS LONG GUISING CAREER

Saturday 21 December 2013 was a very significant day for Elton’s very own Bill Glossop as it marked
the final night of his 34 year stint as a key member of the Winster Guisers.
For those who don’t know, the Guisers turn out on four evenings over each Christmas and perform a
short play (a comedy) at four – sometimes five – pubs and parties on each of those evenings. After
each performance, they collect for charity and usually enjoy a free drink. As a result the performances
always become livelier as the night wears on! It is great fun to do but also surprisingly hard work. No
sooner have the Guisers loosened their costumes and settled down in front of a log fire with their
well-earned drink, it is time to gulp it down all too quickly and move on to the next venue. I don’t know
why but the Guisers always seem to be running slightly late!
I did 22 years of this routine myself and reckon that totalled over 400 performances of the play so Bill
must have clocked up more than 600. No wonder he is word perfect! As a Guiser, you never quite
know what to expect on a particular evening. Some venues are so crowded that people are standing
shoulder to shoulder and, as the Guisers enter the pub one by one after standing outside in the cold,
they have to literally push their way through to the performing area. At the other extreme, I remember
turning up at the Waterloo at Biggin first stop one evening some years ago and not a single customer
on the premises! We quickly transferred to a carol service up the road and performed to a packed
church hall.
At regular venues, the spectators have grown sufficiently confident to shout, heckle and generally join
in. The Guisers love this as it gives them the opportunity to show off their ad-libbing skills. On other
occasions the audience sits so respectfully that you can almost hear a pin drop as you speak.
Bill (who takes the part of the ‘Old Woman’ in the play) has been a member of the Guisers since this
old Winster tradition was revived in 1980. Vinnie Hodgkinson played the Old Woman in the very first
season before calling it a day and passing the baton to Bill - who has taken on the role every single
Christmas from 1981 onwards. He has made the part his own and there is no doubt about it – Bill will
be a very tough act to follow.
The Old Woman enters the fray after ‘St George’ has seen off the ‘Black Prince’ in a sword fight. She
surveys the scene before calling for a Doctor. The ensuing quick-fire banter between the Old Woman
and the Doctor (played in all 34 seasons by the equally brilliant Allan Stone) is always timed to
perfection and quickly became a highlight of the show.
Bill’s very last performance was the traditionally raucous end of season finale at the Bowling Green in
Winster. This was preceded that same night by visits to the Red Lion in Birchover and the Miners
Standard on Winster Bank. But, rather appropriately, the first call that final evening was at the Village
Hall here in Elton where, as one would expect on his own turf, Bill was on excellent form.
After 34 hectic Yuletides with the Guisers, Bill has certainly earned the right to put his feet up at
Christmas from now on!
JOHN STONE
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BAKEWELL CHORAL SOCIETY
MOZART: REQUIEM
HANDEL: THE WAYS OF ZION
Saturday 5th April 2014
Lady Manners School, Bakewell DE45 1JA 7.30pm
Alan Eost ~ Conductor
Elizabeth Humphries ~ Soprano
Heather Lowe ~ Mezzo-Soprano
Alexander Banfield ~ Tenor
Aaron O’Hare ~ Baritone
Skipton Camerata

Tickets £10 - Accompanied Children & Students FREE
Tickets are available from Bakewell Bookshop, choir members, and on the door
Tickets are also available by post from:
Mrs E. Butcher, The Gabled House, South Church Street, Bakewell DE45 1FD
Cheque to Bakewell Choral Society and please enclose a SAE
The Society offers *FREE TRANSPORT for audience members within a six mile radius of Bakewell.
Contact Elizabeth Butcher on 01629 810205 at least two weeks before the concert.
(*subject to numbers).

Calling all holiday accommodation providers
in Elton and Gratton
If you would like copies of the Elton Village Guide leaflet and the Elton Village
Trail booklet for your clients please contact eltonhistory@talk21.com or phone
Lynn on 650015.
the Sanctuary @ Peak Serenity…
(Peace at the Cliff)
Cliff Farm, Cliff Lane, between Elton and Alport. DE45 1LL
A place of peace and tranquillity..
A place to rebuild your self-esteem and confidence.
No friends, feel as if no-one understands, (or wants to).
Need something to do?
Come to the Sanctuary @ Peak Serenity.
Feel the peace of this place.
Have some food, a cup of tea, make some friends,
learn something good and new.
Phone me Christine M. 07837 725337
email: relax@peakserenity.co.uk

ATTRACTIVE COTTAGE FOR 2
IN CENTRE OF ELTON
We have a lovely cottage suitable for two
people for weekly or weekend rental in centre
of Elton village. No smoking and no pets
please. Would suit relatives/friends of local
residents visiting the area as well as holiday
makers.
If you are interested please call Angela and
Trevor on 01799 550994 for details.
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Ramblings

I have always regarded Stoney Middleton merely as a rather ugly, grubby strip of a village with a dirty, busy
main road. Indeed this is the only impression you can get from passing through it in a car. But step out of the
car and as ever, there is far, far more to see.
I had chosen to visit this inauspicious area then, purely by a study of the map, which revealed that with some
skilful route choices, I would be able to tie together a few surrounding areas with which I am already familiar.
This was a missing piece in my jigsaw puzzle which I could conveniently shoehorn [rather boothorn ?] into
place.
The pounding of the lorries and the roar of the traffic were almost sufficient to drown out the sound of the
rapidly flowing stream of crystal cold water that was racing alongside the road at this point. But raise your
eyes aloft and you can soar upwards into the world of magnificent natural forces. The huge limestone cliffs
are very impressive and with their clothing of natural twisted shrubs and vegetation, contrast pleasingly
against the sheer might and force of the bare rock alongside them,
Just past the 'Lovers Leap Garage' - there is a local legend of a lovelorn attempted suicide from the top of
these cliffs that was unsuccessful due to the parachute effect of her skirts in descent! - there is a winding
path, newly laid with chippings that leads to the very base of these cliffs. These become more attractive the
closer you approach them, now being able to experience their intimacy from close up, and compare it to the
soaring grandeur above. I was very impressed by this jewel of an experience which I had previously
committed to unattractiveness. The path wound about in a pretty fashion, rising slowly as it went, but full of
interest and pleasing prospects, ever changing, until at a little 'eddy' that had formed in the rocks thousands
of years ago, it terminated it in an amphitheatre.
That wasn't the end in fact, for from here a tiny path continued to thread playfully upward to course along an
upper ledge in the wall of limestone, at places becoming uncomfortably close to the vertiginous cliff face
hillside that was now being traversed. I found it enchanting in this naturalised state - the views both up and
down the gorge were increasing in extent, framed by delightfully shaped and placed thorn bushes, intimate
rock gardens and pretty outcrops. Nevertheless it was rather hairy in a couple of spots to step across a
chasm without looking down too much.
We reached the end of this line of fine cliffs at a former quarry now overgrown with trees but in a picturesque
setting that had been accessed by a track leading down to the busy thoroughfare. Taking a steeply rising
bridleway on the opposite side, a short climb deposited us in yet another world as it reached a lip in the
hillside. There had been decaying evidence of former industrialization and rubbish as we had risen, but here
the full force was displayed in the form of a vast quarry stretching away to the left - and another to the right!
It doesn't look like they are presently in full production and there was no activity, with quarry vehicles
scattered around, yet idle. But let your eyes be drawn to the magnificent cliffs that form the quarry face in the
hillside across the vast level before you. There has been a huge amount of material shifted from here over
the years. This is Darlton Quarry, completely hidden from the road not very far below, but the scale is more
impressive for that. I later learned from an Info Board that it had been a major source of limestone for use in
the Sheffield steel industry, which is obviously not consuming the output now. The other striking revelation
was that these tremendous cliffs were in fact only skimming the surface of the bedrock here, in spite of their
apparent intrusion. A recent borehole had determined that the layer of limestone was in fact 2000 metres
thick - well over a mile in depth!! So there is plenty left if required. Imagine how many millions of years it must
have taken for this amount of rock to accumulate just from the steady deposition of dead shells and corals in
the tropical seas of that era.

R. Stone - Joinery

FIREWOOD FOR SALE
Seasoned hardwood logs cut & split
Net bags £4 collected
Builders bulk bag (1m³) £50; £5 deposit on bag
Free delivery in Elton and Gratton
Elsewhere £10 for one, £15 for 2 or 3 bags
Tel: Simon 650209 or 07889 107008
Email: simonfowler1@btinternet.com
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Now I might be giving the impression that the surroundings were all grim muck and bleakness, but that is not so.
These quarries have been landscaped to harmonise the more brutal aspects back into a diverse kaleidoscope
of trees, shrubs and limestone pastures that is the underlying natural expression of a limestone area. These
plantings of trees and gradings of surplus rock waste have been sensitively deployed and succeed in achieving
an attractive open impression and variety. And that's even in the unflattering time of February, so in springtime,
with fresh green leaves and birdsong, it must be infinitely better - I shall be coming on another visit to verify this
prediction.
It's a bit of a climb to actually leave this quarry complex behind, but the continuing surrounding interest - aided
by a busy imagination - makes lighter work of the effort, and results in emergence into the contrasting bareness
of the upland limestone plateau. Yet this is not a level plateau, rather it is grassy downland, where the folds and
hollows heave to the scudding horizons. A [presumably] ancient track, named on the map as Black Harry Lane
- more food for thought there - strikes across these uplands, making for a convenient crossing of a deep and
interesting dale that has come into view away to the left. Skirting the contours, albeit by a longer route, to save
the excessive exertions of a steep descent followed by an equally steep ascent that a direct line would involve,
this is all satisfying exercise today. The ensuing stroll across the sweeping hillside high above Coombs Dale, on
a broad and dry grass covered way, was gently rising and thereby enjoying ever more extensive views of a
wintry Peak District to the north, with a myriad of recognisable previously visited high points. This was an
extremely satisfying part of today's route.
We are now approaching Longstone Edge, a major ridge which crosses the Peak District and is visible as a
landmark from many parts of the Peak. Its geological complexity however has blessed it, or cursed it, with the
benefit of large deposits of fluorspar, a mineral with a multitude of uses in the modern economy. Thereby lies
the source of conflict. Whether the unspoilt landscape or economic desirability should take precedence. Today,
a monster excavator which could pick up the average garden in one scoop, was matching its power against 2000
metres of millions year old limestone!! You have to stop and watch, don't you? It certainly makes you think.
There are no habitations hereabouts, except for a solitary house within the shelter belt of beeches that stride
along the edge at this point, enjoying fine views over the pleasing landscape to the south, yet with a
corresponding degree of exposure to the weather from that direction. This lonely spot however, has become the
focus for a bold scheme of romantic investment. Old walls have been beautifully patched, new walls have been
conveniently constructed, trees planted, gateways improved and all in the best of restrained if conventional
current taste. And that is before beginning to improve [?demolish] the current rather small house. A footpath
passes through this complex, so a diversion to view and learn from the debatable commitment is in order.
There is a track along the very ridge, in springtime lined with orchids that have sprung up following the
landscaping of the previously extracted rake of mineral that is now being slowly recolonised. Today the deep
tracks of heavy machinery were more apparent, along with a cutting wind that is not surprising on these airy
heights. But we were now going to begin a long and gentle descent to our starting point that turned out to be
another charming vignette in the succession of delights. It was necessary to skirt along the very rim of a side
dale that joined into Coombs Dale spread out below our feet. Such places are always rather pleasant with their
feeling of space and airiness yet with views into the intimate and pretty depths beneath. Bracken swept across
the hillside, while gorse, some of it already in bloom, made charming thickets on the dale sides, interspersed
with catkin hung hazels or rowan or holly. What a charming picture it created. The sweeping, sheep cropped
downland hillsides we crossed were a striking contrast that only enhanced the pleasures of more dallying.
Gradually we descended in this dream to the floor of Coombs Dale, which is more civilised, thanks to a
constructed path that encourages Joe Public to enjoy the charms of the varied woodland that clothes this lower
dale. It is well worth the visit.
But all that remains after a short walk down the dale was to cross the fields on a rising footpath that deposited
us in the midst of a crowded jumble of houses that is Stoney Middleton on its steep hillside. Mind you it was a
slightly unnerving walk back along a narrow pavement to reach the car. It was a bit too close to those mighty
leviathans that ceaselessly maintain our preferred civilised way of life. You had to be careful, with them on the
one side and a swift, clear, chuckling mountain river on the other. A final striking contrast to complete the walk
of some 3 hours and 6 miles.
And in conclusion, I have once again realised that one's own preconceptions and prejudices are not a suitable
guide to one's choices of where to visit.
Stoney Middleton is OK!!
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Across
1. Charitable misnomer (4)
3. Sprite told untruth (7)
9. Hot drink should say so (5)
10. Ear bender’s perch (7)
11. Knowledge at the top (8)
12. Hotter than 1 across (4)
15. Heavy breathing worn (5)
16 & 17 down, turned –
In a world of their own (3,2,5)
20. Has a bad habit (4)
21. Not ceasing as often (8)
23. Combination ice move (3,4)
25. Revolver (5)
26. Pausal relief (7)
27. Comically eccentric (4)
Down
1. Silken sheath (6)
2. Burn the midnight oil (9)
4. Illusion (4)
5. Just in case (4)
6. Often clipped when young (3)
7. Spoke –like (7)
8. Speed of old (5)
13. Players galore (9)
14. Rapacious creature (7)
17 & (see) 16 across
18. Tyrant (6)
19. Flyer for fish (6)
22. Serial cleanser (4)
24. Spud bud (3)

Elton Village Quiz Nights .....
14th March
11th April
9th May
Bring your team along for an enjoyable
and social evening
or come on your own and we’ll fit your
into one of the teams.
Don’t forget your drinks and nibbles.
And don’t forget a Raffle prize.
it will be most appreciated.
Entry is £2.00 per person plus £1.00 for
a raffle ticket.

ROBIN'S KNOTTY CROSSWORD
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SOLUTION ON BACK PAGE

DJG Taxis
4 & 8 seater Taxi Service
Airports,Days/Nights out, etc.
Contact John Gladwin
Tel: 01629 650025 or
07767238331 Website: www.djgtaxis.co.uk
Email: john@djg-taxis.co.uk
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The Small Ads

For Sale/Wanted

Non-business adverts in
this section
are free to village
residents
Contact the editor
if you wish to place
an advert here

Resources

Village Directory
Badminton Kate French 650273
Bell Ringers Alastair Scrivener 650791

Community Transport
A Dial-a-Bus service for elderly
&/or disabled people operates on
the 1st and 3rd Thursday each
month
to
Buxton
arriving
11.15am & departing 1.15pm. To
reserve a seat, contact 641920

Bus services Timetable 0870 6082608

Jubilee Field
The pitches & pavilion
are
available for hire. For all
bookings, contact Colin Swindell
on 07816 986956

District Council 761100

Mobile Library
Every other Tuesday - from 11th
March onwards
Elton - Duke of York 12.25 - 12.45pm
Elton - East End 12.50 - 1.05pm
Call 812267 or 58000 ext. 6589
for details.

Community transport 641920
County Council 08 456 058 058
Cricket Club Glynn Yates 650494
Crime Stoppers 0800 555 111
Darts Teams Paul Carson 650359

Doctors (Winster) 650207 Emergencies
733205 or NHS Direct 0845 4647
Electrical emergencies 0800 0568090
Eltonians Secretary Mike Musgrave 650293
Energy Efficiency Grants 761304
Fire advice 582849
Gardening Club John Wellington 650857
Gas leaks 0800 111999
History Group Lynn Burnet
Hospital The Whitworth, Darley Dale (minor
injury only) 580211
Housing advice 761311

Post Office
Outreach Service
Every Thursday in the
School House
From 1.45-3.45pm
Village Hall
Hire of hall: £5.00 per session or
£15 all day for residents & village
organisations. Non-residents at
reasonable rates.
For bookings or more information
contact Sue Lightfoot 650641

Jubilee Field Colin Swindell 650672
Mobility Scooter (Tissington Trail) for more
details contact 01335 343156 - seasonal only
Pre-school Contact Cathy Banks on
07799084244 (Tuesday evenings only)
Police For emergencies dial 999 otherwise
dial the NEW number 101 (It’s confidential)
Rail services Enquiries 0845 7484950
Refuse collection DDDC 761122
School 650282
School PTFA Amy Dabell 650948
Swimming pool Bakewell - 814205
Matlock - Arc Leisure - 581322
Taxi Service - Kate or Neil 07816 201746
Tourist information Bakewell - 813227

CROSSWORD SOLUTION

Matlock - 583388
Village Hall Bookings Sue Lightfoot 650641
Water emergencies 0800 7834444
Womens’ Institute Cath Dawe 650649

Clues Down: 1.Cocoon 2.Lucubrate 4.Mirage 5.Lest 6.Ear 7.Radiate 8.Amble
13.Orchestra 14.Vulture 17.(see 16 across) 18.Despot 19.Osprey 22.Soap
24.Eye
Clues Across: 1.Cold 3.Implied 9.Cocoa 10.Rostrum 11.Oxbridge 12.Cool
15.Pants 16. (&17 down) – Out to lunch 20.User 21.Restless 23.Toe loop 25.Rotor
26.Respite 27.Zany

