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Diary Dates

We can’t believe it’s still happening ......
Despite various articles in previous issues of the Echo and
‘YUK’ signs around the village, we still have a problem with
dog fouling or should we say ‘people who don’t clear up
their dog’s mess’.
It’s been in the churchyard (let’s have some respect), on
pavements and grass verges (not a pretty sight for visitors
walking through the village) and on the Jubilee Field
where children play (reports of it all over their shoes when
they come home).
We don’t have stray dogs around now, so these dogs must
have been accompanied. We can’t blame everything on
walkers coming through the village as they don’t use the
churchyard or the Jubilee Field.
If it’s you, take responsibility and clear it up ... PLEASE!
Editorial Policy
We welcome your news, views and
articles of interest, provided they are
not
anonymous,
libellous
or
offensive. Views expressed are not
necessarily those of the editorial
team. Items may be condensed
where necessary.
News items, for sale/wanted adverts
and announcements are free to
Parish residents. For business
advertising rates please contact
John Wellington 650857.

2 Parish Council meeting 7.30pm VH
10 Quiz Night 7.30pm VH
21 ELHG 7.30pm VH

April
6 Parish Council meeting 7.30pm VH
18 ELHG 7.30pm VH

May
4 Parish Council meeting 7.30pm VH
16 ELHG 7.30pm VH

June
1 Parish Council meeting 7.30pm VH
20 ELHG 7.30pm VH

Weekly events
Tea/Coffee & Toast in Church - every
Thursday 10.30am - 12..00pm
Gentle Keep Fit - every Tuesday at 2pm in
the Village Hall

Fortnightly events
Grey Bin & Food Caddy Collection
Every other Wednesday - from 1st March
Blue & Green Bin & Food Caddy Collection
Every other Wednesday - from8th March

Echo Editorial Team
John Moseley
650760
John Wellington
650857
Please send us your news, views,
stories and diary events (for March,
April, May & June) no later than:Next Copy Date
Monday - 1st May 2017
to:

John Wellington
Stride Cottage,
Main Street, Elton.

Preferably by email in MSWord to:

eltonecho@tiscali.co.uk

If you would like to join the editorial
team please contact one of us.

March

or on CD or handwritten

Four-weekly Mobile Library - see back page
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Village News and Views
Councillors Corner
New charges for replacement waste bins and containers
Towards the end of 2016, the District Council carried out a public consultation asking Derbyshire
Dale residents for their views on proposals to introduce charges for replacement refuse bins and
containers. Through the village email, website and parish council meetings, I encouraged local
residents to take part in the survey and asked you to tell me what you thought about the plans. I
received 36 responses with only 2 being in favour of charging for replacement bins. I want to thank
everybody who took the time to get in touch and share their views.
At a committee meeting in January 2017, councillors voted in favour of introducing the new charges.
This was despite most of the consultation responses being against the proposals.
I voted and spoke out strongly against the plans. I felt that this was yet another charge that will
affect every household, in most cases the damage or loss of bins is due to neglect by refuse crews
and I felt it was unfair to take away the free supply of black sacks to those properties unable to
accommodate a wheelie bin. Furthermore, I felt I should represent the views of my constituents
who were overwhelmingly against the idea.
The new charges are laid out below.
News charges to be introduced from 1 April 2017:
£20 for replacement 140ltr grey bin
£25 for replacement 240ltr grey bin
£25 when exchanging a 140ltr grey bin for 240ltr bin
£15 a replacement 240ltr garden waaste (green) bin
Price reductions from 1 April 2017:
Charge for a second 240ltr garden waste bin be reduced from £57.30 to £25.00
Food caddy liners sold by the District Council be reduced from £2.50 to £2.00 per roll.
Black refuse sacks:
The annual supply of 52 black refuse sacks will stop from 1 April 2018 and that residents be advised
to purchase their own black sacks from any retail outlet.
Food caddy and dry recycling bins and containers:
No charges will be introduced for replacement blue bins, boxes or bags. Also there will be no charge
for replacement kerbside food caddies, the annual supply of 52 food waste liners and 44 garden
waste bags. All will be reviewed again in the future.
District Councillor
Colin Swindell 07816 986956

Parish Councillors
John Moseley
Chair 650760
Colin Swindell V.Ch 07816 986956
Cath Dawe
650649
Nigel Mason
650440
Janet Mallichan
650034
Maralyn Marsden
650589

All correspondence to the Clerk:
Janice Jackson Tel: 650727
8 Bradley Close
Birchover
DE4 2BG

County Councillor
Simon Spencer 01335 324324
Member of Parliament
Patrick McLoughlin,
Derbys West Constituency Office
01332 558125
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Village News and Views
All Saints Church

I’ve just got back from India where our churches have a link
Team Rector: Canon David Truby 824707 with the Durgapur which is north west of Kolkata (Calcutta
Church Warden: John Spreadborough 650829
as it used to be called). Durgapur is probably not the most
Anne Wellington
650857
beautiful city in India; it’s the country’s equivalent of
Monthly Services
Scunthorpe- a steel town. Having said that, the Diocese of
1st Sunday 9.30am Book of Common Prayer
Durgapur which has 160 churches in an area the size of
2nd Sunday 6.00pm Sanctuary
3rd Sunday 9.30am Parish Eucharist
Wales, has much to commend it. A group of 22 people from
4th Sunday 6.00pm Evensong
our diocese (Derby), mostly curates, clergy who are still in
5th Sunday Where this occurs, we will join
training, visited the various projects that have been initiated
with the Methodists. Please refer to church
notice board for details.
by Probal Dutta, the Bishop of Durgapur who is a larger than
life figure. The Bishop if no stranger to the Wirksworth
Team, which over the years has helped to support the various initiatives such as the child
development centres and the “rickshaw project” which have been written about in this paper in the
past.
The latest project is an “anti human trafficking” initiative on the border with Bangladesh that is
adjacent to the boundaries of the Diocese. Children, young people (mainly young women) are
trafficked between India and Bangladesh to provide bonded labourers (slaves) and sex workers
(slaves again), and in Malda, a border town close to where the project is situated, we were warned
not to go out after dark.
Our journey from Malda to the small village where the safe house is situated took us along dusty
roads alongside paddy fields where rice is the main crop. Our party was greeted by music and
dancing as we were greeted and treated as honoured guests. A new school for the children was in
the process of being built, and the safe house is already housing a significant number of children
and young people who have been rescued from a life of slavery and abuse, both physical and sexual.
One of the project workers reminded me that the work of the church was to do the work of Jesus;
to rescued the downtrodden and to set them free; to give them hope for the future.
Very soon we will be celebrating Easter, a festival of hope. There was a part of me that felt as though
I had celebrated Easter early this year when I saw the smiles and the joy of the people in that far
off place.
When it comes, have a happy and hopeful Easter!
Canon David Truby (Wirksworth Team Ministry)
All Saints' Church Elton
The Easter Services 2017
Good Friday 14th April - at 2pm, The Watch
Mr Rod Prince
Saturday 15th April - at 8pm, The Easter Vigil at St
Mary's Church, Wirksworth
Canon David Truby leads all Clergy

Easter Sunday 16th April at 11.15am, Celebrating
Holy Communion and Easter Praise
This service includes thatching the Cross with
daffodils
Canon David Truby and Mr John Spreadborough
Everyone is welcome
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Defibrillator update
The defibrillator and casing has been delivered. We are now just waiting for BT to prepare the
telephone kiosk on the village mere so that the device can be installed. Once installed, local
residents will be given all the information they need about how and when to use the defibrillator.
The Community Heartbeat Trust will also give a free demonstration to the community once
everything is up and running.
New bench
The Parish Council has recently purchased a brand new bench which will be delivered and put in
place on the village mere once the spring arrives. The bench was purchased thanks to a generous
donation from Elton WI. A plaque will be put on the new bench recognising their contribution. Elton
Parish Council want to say a big thank you to the members of the WI.
Can I help you?
I am always here to help in any way I can. If you need help, have an issue of concern or know of
a problem that needs fixing, please contact me. My contact details are below. If I can’t help you, I
will always try to point you in the right direction.
Thank you
Colin Swindell
District Councillor
Winster and South Darley Ward

Address: Laburnum Cottage, Well Street, Elton, Matlock DE4 2BY
Telephone : 07816 986 956
Email : colin.swindell@derbyshiredales.gov.uk

Can you help with the Village Shop ‘Stock Take’ please?
This will take place at the shop in Winster between 10.00am and 7.00pm on Tuesday March 28th.
Any offers of help for an hour or two would be great. There is a list up in the back of the shop on
the volunteers’ noticeboard where you can sign up. Alternatively contact Anthea 650480
a.j.rawlence@btinternet.com or Helen Witty 650920 helen.witty@gmail.com or Jayne, the Shop
Manager.
We count up everything in the shop, this is where we need the people power, and then these
numbers are logged into the system. A light hearted atmosphere plus refreshments! Please come
and join in.
Many thanks
Anthea
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Village News and Views
Elton WI...
On behalf of Elton WI members I wish to thank all those who have expressed their appreciation of
the significant role the WI has played in the life of the village during the past 65 years.
The position at present is that Elton WI is suspended for three years. If during that period any
group of women wish to restart the Institute there are some funds available for them to do so. If
the money is not used it is then added to the Derbyshire Federation funds.
Prior to suspension we were pleased to be able to donate funds to a number of village organisations. We gave donations towards kitchen equipment in the new pavilion, to the Church ‘flush fund’,
for new atlases for the school, towards new chairs in the Village Hall and for an outdoor seat in the
village.
Winifred Woodward
Former secretary Elton WI

BAKEWELL CHORAL SOCIETY
Bakewell Choral Society will be performing John Rutter’s
at 7:30pm on 25 March 2017 in
Matlock Methodist Church, Oak Road, Matlock. Also pieces by Parry and Vaughan Williams.
Tickets £12, accompanied children and students free, from Bakewell Bookshop, choir members and
on the door
by post from Elizabeth Butcher, The Gabled House, South Church Street, Bakewell,
DE45 1FD, 01629 810205

For further information: Liz Holloway eholloway3@yahoo.com 01629 582591 or check the
website www.bakewellchoral.org

Outreach Service, Elton
The service is
located at:
The School House, Elton Primary School,
Main Street, Elton

NEW Opening time
Every Thursday between 12:30pm and 2:30pm
Services include:
Postal services, stamps, pensions, benefits, council tax & bill payments,
Plus car tax & cash withdrawals
(Some services may be subject to change)
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Winster Guisers
We would like to thank everybody who made us very welcome over the Christmas period.
This was the 37th Christmas that the Guisers have performed and £1000 was raised by the
generosity of ‘audiences’ and has been donated to the following:Mencap

Matlock & District

Darby & Joan

Winster

Luncheon Club

Winster & Elton

Air Ambulance

Derbyshire

Greenaway Workshop Darley Dale
Helen’s Trust

Bakewell

RNLI
Prostate Cancer UK
Vasculitis UK
Once again thanks very much and we look forward to seeing all our friends next
Christmas.

The Winster Pond & Community Orchard
are having a bring and buy plant sale on
Sunday 21 May
Outside The Bowling Green, East Bank from 10.00 to 11.30am.
Please save your spare plants, seedlings and cuttings and come and buy other people’s.
Thanks to David & Marilyn as always.
Dave, Sally, Jo, Wendy and Anthea

Want to see family and friends
without the hassle?

Homestead Farm
B&B and Self-catering Cottage
Book them in with Jean or Alan Carson

Tel. 650359

The Secret @ Peak Serenity
A Christian retreat for 2 people situated in a tranquil, rural
setting, ‘Off the beaten track’, on Harthill Moor, near
Chatsworth and Bakewell. Family owned and run.
Idyllic location perfect for walkers, lovers of wildlife,
photographers, artists, etc.
For details and bookings, phone/text me on 07837 725337
Email: relax@peakserenity.co.uk.
Web: www.thesecret-peakserenity.co.uk
Thank you...
Christine Earl, Cliff Farm, nr. Elton, DE45 1LL
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ELTON RESIDENTS ARE WARMLY WELCOMED TO
WINSTER GARDEN AND COUNTRYSIDE GROUP'S
MEETINGS IN 2017
January 26th

Chatsworth Gardens & Landscape

Lucy Wharton

February 23rd

Sex Among the Flowers

Steve Furness

March 23rd

Water Voles

Christine Gregory

April 27th

Garden Design

Jeff Bates

May 25th

Herbal Medicine

Frances Burton

June 22nd

AGM and visit to Esther Cook’s
garden. NB 6.30pm start

July

Day trip t.b.a.

August

No meeting

September 28th

English Roses

October 26th

T.B.A.

November 23rd

T.B.A.

Stuart Dixon

All meetings are held on a Thursday at the Burton Institute, Winster at 7.30pm unless indicated
otherwise. Annual membership for 9 meetings £15, one meeting £4.
Report from PCSO Suzanne Lester
(Police Community Support Officer covering Elton, Winster,
South Darley and Darley Dale)
Reports for January crimes are as follows:
Domestic violence =1
Harassment =1
Sexual offence=1
Vehicle crime= 2
Theft =2
Criminal damage =3
Drugs =1
Burglary =1
Most of the crimes happened in the Darley Dale area and one van broken into in Winster.
The trend is still parked up vans being broken into for tools and money. It is advised that you take all tools out of the vehicle when it is
left overnight or unattended for long periods of time. Where possible, park your van in view of your house and try to block access to
side and rear doors. We are also offering an alarm to put in vans. Email me for details.
For further advice on vehicle safety or any other local policing matters, email me at suzanne.lester.4413@derbyshire.pnn.police.uk
Thanks
Suzanne Lester
For non-emergencies, contact Derbyshire Police on 101. You should always call 999 when it is an emergency, such as when a crime is in
progress, someone suspected of a crime is nearby, when there is danger to life or when violence is being used or threatened.
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Peak Pre School
A happy, friendly
learning environment
Ofsted rated us as ‘GOOD’

To book a private visit or attend an open day,
please contact Jessica Lathwood - Manager,
School Lane, Stanton-in-Peak, DE4 2LX
07799084244 peakpreschool@outlook.com

South Darley Pre-School
At
The Burton Institute, West Bank, Winster
A safe, secure friendly home from home pre-school setting offering fun,
stimulating learning experiences to children aged from 2 years to 4 years,
recently moved from South Darley to Winster has spaces available.
Free places available for 3 and 4 year olds and eligible 2 year olds.
Monday 9am – 3pm
Tuesday 9am – 12pm
Wednesday 9am – 3pm
Thursday 9am – 3pm
Friday 9am – 12pm
Please contact Kirsty on 07863771636 or email
info@southdarleypreschool.co.uk for information,
or pop in during opening times and see us.
Have a look at our website www.southdarleypreschool.co.uk
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DEREK GRIMSHAW

Elton Cricket Club lost one of its founder members when Derek Grimshaw sadly passed away shortly
before Christmas. He was 77. Past and present members of the club send their condolences and best
wishes to Olive, Bev and the rest of the family.
When Elton joined the Longstone League in the early 1980’s Derek was one of our four nominated
league bowlers. Though not especially quick, he could swing the ball more than any of us and, when
the conditions suited that type of bowling, Derek was capable of defeating even the best batsmen.
Although he clearly enjoyed the matches, I always rather suspected that Derek looked forward as least
as much to our Thursday evening practice sessions and, in particular, the half hour or so that eight of
us (four at the front and four at the back) spent dragging the heavy stone roller back and forth across
the cricket square – swapping anecdotes and banter as we did so. We had a right good natter and
Derek was in his element. ‘Satch’ Mosely always insisted in pulling the roller with his left hand only
(his right hand permanently reserved for an ever present fag) and this did not always go down too
well with Derek!
Safe to say Darley Dale was not Derek’s favourite cricket club. Just a few minutes before leaving Elton
for a Sunday afternoon game there in one of our earliest seasons, we were advised that teas would
not be available and that we should take our own food. Derek was not best pleased about the very
short notice we received and he was even less impressed that a club the size of Darley couldn’t
manage put a few sandwiches on. He spent most of the afternoon reminding the Darley players that,
just a couple of months earlier in the season, they had enjoyed an excellent spread during the tea
interval at Elton for the princely sum of 30p each. Derek never quite got over this and woe betide
anyone who mentioned Darley Dale Cricket Club in Derek’s presence from that day forth.
As well as his involvement in the early years of Elton cricket, Derek also played a significant part in the
re-birth of the football club in 1974. He was a member of the original committee. In addition he ran
the line during matches during the very early years. This could be a thankless task. Opposition
forwards would complain when he flagged them offside. The Elton back four would complain when
he didn’t! But trust me – Derek gave as good as he got.
Writing this piece shortly after Christmas I am reminded also that, in the days when the WI used to
go round the village carol singing over two (nearly always freezing cold) evenings, Derek was a
member of the very small (but highly select!) group of males which accompanied them.
Tug of War is not particularly popular these days but in the 1960’s and early 1970’s there was a time
when it was just about the most popular sport going in this area. Many local villages had a side.
Although Elton did not boast a team - Winster did and, along with several other young men from Elton,
Derek turned out for them. Derek’s usual position in competition was ‘Anchor’ which involved being
the back man on the team – a position generally reserved for a larger gentleman. Jim Buckley recalls
Derek turning up for one particular competition minus his shorts and having to squeeze into a pair he
managed to borrow from a rather wiry team-mate. According to Jim there were two matters at issue
when the Winster team joined the fray – which team would win and whether Derek’s shorts would
come through intact. It was touch and go on both counts!
RIP Derek.

JOHN STONE
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A THANK YOU

The Wright family James, Anne, Janette, David, Roy and Tony would like to say a big thank you to
everyone who sent cards, messages of sympathy and attended the funeral of our mother Betty.
We were overwhelmed by all the people at the service. Donations totalled over £800.
Thank you to John Stone (in the last Echo)for his memories of mother and all our childhood days
at Ivy Lane, everything was so simple then. The end of an era yes, but there is still a Stone and a
Wright will soon be back in 4 Ivy Lane. A new generation and maybe a voice will be heard to say
Steven, Robert behave yourselves, you are not too big for some “HEAT FOR THE SEAT” !!
Thank you all again.
Anne Prince

Important Road Closure
B5056 BETWEEN ALPORT, YOULGRAVE AND PICORY CORNER (JUNTION WITH A6)

WHEN: 6 March 2017 to 12 April 2017
WHERE: For local people who know this area well, it is just off of Hawley's Bridge (the junction
from Harthill Hall to the B5056) to Picory Corner (the junction from the B5056 to the A6). Access to
Youlgrave from Hawley's Bridge should be maintained during the road closure period. If you have
travelled to along this road in the past month or so you will already have encountered traffic lights.
REASON: to carry out urgent repairs to the retaining wall.
ALTERNATIVE ROUTE:
This will be a 24hour a day closure and the road will be completely closed to vehicles, cyclists and
pedestrians, as there will be deep excavations in order to facilitate the repairs. Emergency vehicular access will be maintained where possible.
If you have any comments or questions regarding these closures, please contact the Highways
Department at Derbyshire County Council on 01629 533190.

This information will be available on the village website for your future reference.

GARDENING SERVICE
JOE REDFERN
STONEMASONRY
All aspects of stone work undertaken
from restoration of historical buildings
to new build

Mob: 07932 654011
7 Elm Avenue, Matlock, DE4 3BE

Garden Maintenance:- weeding borders, grass
cutting, shrub pruning, planting, hanging baskets
RHS qualified
Small gardens only
Rate £15 per hour
Planting Design - fixed fee on application.
Contact :- Mandy Tel. 07964 801271
Email :- mandyg3@sky.com
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"All my wearing apparel."

A young woman in a recent TV programme described how she habitually shopped online for a fashionable
outfit to wear to a party and afterwards pushed it to the back of the wardrobe, never to wear it again. I couldn't
help thinking how our attitude to clothes has changed.
When Joseph Heathcote was 'on the parish' in 1748 officials provided him with two new linen shirts. In those
days the only ready-made clothes available were those that had been made for somebody else, and had
probably already seen several years of wear. For Joseph Heathcote's shirts, the parish officials bought raw flax
and paid for it to be spun into linen thread, wound into hanks, bleached and then woven into cloth, total cost,
just over £1, or the equivalent of three weeks' wages for a labourer. On top of that would be the cost of
making up the cloth into shirts.
From time immemorial country people expected to play a part in making their own clothes, starting with the
raw materials. Until well into the 18th century, most households in Elton would possess two kinds of spinning
wheel, a larger one for wool and a smaller one for linen. Wives and daughters would all be 'spinsters' making
hanks of yarn ready to take to the local weavers. The unmarried daughters would accumulate a bottom drawer
full of hand-sewn tablecloths, napkins, sheets, pillowcases and towels while awaiting Mr Right.
In 1680 one of Elton's weavers was Thomas Robinson. Although he lived in the village, Thomas grew up at
Dudwood Head and would have learnt his trade from the weavers there, Richard and John Wardlow (see
article in Elton Echo issue 48). Richard Wardlow's son and grandson were also weavers at Dudwood Head
and the probate inventory of John, the grandson, taken after his death in 1767, tells us that his cottage
comprised two living rooms on the ground floor, and above them, a bedroom and two old weaving looms in
a workshop. The large, heavy looms would have been constructed within the workshop and were immovable;
they were literally 'heirlooms', handed down with the cottage from father to son for at least three generations.
The Wardlows bleached their customers' linen yarn before weaving it. First they would collect bracken, burn
it in kilns (shallow pits) and mix the ash with clean water to make an alkaline solution called lye. They would
boil the yarn in the lye and then neutralize it by soaking in sour milk. After that they washed the yarn in several
changes of clean water, laid it out on a bleaching green in sunlight and left it for two weeks, all the while
keeping it damp. Dudwood Head met all the weavers' needs; bracken still grows there and Dudwood Brook
still flows with clear soft water. Two south-facing fields below Dudwood Farm, called Long Green and Great
Green, are likely to have been bleaching greens and the small, square, stone-walled enclosure might be where
the bracken was burnt. The walls that gave the ash kilns protection from the attentions of sheep and cattle,
have, since the 18th century, given the same protection to sycamore seedlings.
Elizabeth Salt (known as Betty) was one lady in Elton who would have employed the Dudwood weavers. Her
probate inventory taken in 1729 includes three spinning wheels, a yarn ingle (for winding), some yarn and a
piece of linen cloth. Henry Newton's inventory of 1695 mentions a tailor's chamber in his house, now Elton
House Farm. Itinerant tailors lodged with their wealthier patrons while making their garments.
As so much effort was expended in making clothes it's not surprising that they were much more highly valued
than they are today. We often find bequests of clothes in early wills. For example, in 1647, stonemason
Richard Roose of Birchover, left his brother William his best jacket, doublet, breeches and stockings, to
brother Thomas he left his best shoes while brother John, evidently the least favourite, got his fustian doublet,
old breeches and old coat. Betty Salt in 1729, although relatively wealthy, had just three outfits and left her
'best suit of wearing apparel' to her daughter Hannah Milner, her second best to Elizabeth Clarke of
Dudwood and her worst one to her servant Rebecca Merryman. I doubt whether any of these saw the back
of a wardrobe.
Lynn Burnet
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Herbal Medicine Consultations
Consultation: £40, follow-ups £20 plus herbal medicine @
£7/week
Elton residents: 25% discount on consultations, home visits
available
Practice based in Ashbourne and Wirksworth

Tel: 07791326212
francesburton.burton@gmail.com
Facebook: Frances Burton the Herbalist Derbyshire Dales

Calling all holiday accommodation
providers
in Elton and Gratton
If you would like copies of the Elton Village
Guide leaflet and the Elton Village Trail
booklet for your clients please contact
eltonhistory@talk21.com or phone Lynn on
650015.
The Sanctuary
Cliff Farm, Cliff Lane, between Elton and Alport. DE45
1LL
Here at Cliff Farm, a Christian place of peace has been
created for use by anyone in need of relief from the
worries of everyday life, or relaxation.
Come for a coffee and experience the stillness and the
quietness.
Small community groups, church groups (for away days),
small businesses with little funds looking for a place to
meet are welcome (great for workshops, seminars,
fundraising, etc.)
Phone or text me Christine Mob. 07837 725337
Email 1: thesanctuary@peakserenity.co.uk
2: relax@peakserenity.co.uk
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DUDWOOD GARDENING
I've been strolling round the garden
To assess the complex needs
That will create my dreamlike vision
And not surrender to the weeds

They stole all this paraphernalia
Skipped off and did not tarry
Oh no ! They left the mower
It was just too big to carry !

Every year I do the same
My resolution's strong !
A comprehensive overhaul
Will achieve harmony, a song

So I carry on regardless
Reduced in circumstance
Can I still achieve my vision now ?
There's only half a chance

So after much deliberation
And studying at length
Its obvious what is needed But do I have the strength ?

Now a 25 year aspiration
Is to afford a Hamamelis
But every year its price goes up
Beyond my Puritan ethic

No matter, days are lengthening
By 4 minutes each day
[This is an astronomical fact
Not merely what I say]

[Hamamelis is Witch Hazel
A winter flowering shrub
With exquisite, delicate flowers
To defy the winter mud]

The time has come for action
Forth I will go to fight
Against the sullen inertia
That is often judged as right

So should I now commit myself ?
It seems they're never cheap
But at forty pounds for a moderate shrub
Its causing some lost sleep

Now to help me with this project
I have a little shed
Nestled safely in the garden
A charming, restful bed

And what about the bamboo
That has also caught my eye
It's also rather costly
Should I still give that a try ?

Its full of gardening goodies
A strimmer and chainsaw
A hedgetrimmer, a mower
Its what a shed is for !

The point that I am making
Is to show how gardening's fun
Not just idyllic summer days
But stark reality - glum !

But sometime over Christmas
While I was otherwise engaged
Some felon with a crowbar
Saw fit to spoil this stage

So will I achieve my vision ?
And continue with good grace
Or surrender to the challenge …
You'll have to watch this space !
More next time ….
The Brooks family

R. Stone - Joinery

FIREWOOD FOR SALE
Seasoned hardwood logs cut & split
Builders bulk bag (1m³) £60; £5 deposit on bag
Free delivery in Elton and Gratton
Elsewhere £10 for one, £15 for 2 or 3 bags
Tel: Simon 650209 or 07889 107008
Email: simonfowler1@btinternet.com
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Ramblings February 2017

It is obvious that people go walking and rambling for many different reasons and initially I was going to
explore some of these reasons and organise them into comfortable pigeon holes for my own satisfaction. But
the more I thought about this, the more apparent it became that the different motivations are so wide that it
is a pointless task trying to produce a comprehensive overview. There is surely a vast difference between the
person whose passion is to walk the whole coastline of the British Isles, and the person who more modestly
enjoys a short and regular walk with the dog. Mind you, I could easily describe a whole range of stereotype
walkers, but that would only be to amuse myself. But it is a vanity to try and place yourself in one of the elite
categories - as you see it - that is your personal preference and dismiss other lesser mortals as somehow
misguided in not being able to see the self-evident superiority of your personal view. We have to beware of
vanity, even if there is a large dose of it in Human Nature!
So I'm not going to survey the whole scene as I envisaged, but merely tell you why I go walking. I am forever
wondering why I go walking so frequently, when it can often be such an uncomfortable experience. Tiring, hot,
cold, boring, annoying - I avoid these discomforts as much as possible by choosing the timing of my little trips
so as to take advantage of fine weather, though by this I mean any weather when it is not too wet or windy or both!
It transpires then, that my main motivation for walking is to see the world. The more I do see of the world, the
less I know about its full complexity, or rather should I say, the more I realize how little I know in comparison
to its full complexity. But not only do you see the external world, you begin to peep through the cracks into
your own internal world too. The fact is that I find 'the world' so very interesting. Any subject that I care to
look into soon begins to expand and branch into ever more subtle and related facets. I don't feel that I can ever
capture them all, but far from being a threat of any kind, I regard this as a blessing - it is all there for my own
personal exploration - and therefore pleasure. My walking is the tool for this exploration that suits my
particular make-up. It is engrossing enough to surmount the occasional discomforts!! That is why I go walking.
Shall I now illustrate this philosophy with a minor outing, minor outings being more suitable in wintertime
when horizons are more restricted? Now who amongst you would think of taking a stroll through the nearby
hamlet of Aldwark? Well that is what we recently chose on a grey, winter Sunday afternoon. Not too inspiring
you might think, but it had been so wet recently that I didn’t want to face another battle with the mud that is
the usual victor in the winter season, and wanted to stick to road walking.
Anyway, we parked the car on the verge by the turn off for Aldwark, and strolled up the lane to pass Greenlow
farm on the left. It was already a charming different perspective on familiar surroundings and ideal for the
damp and partly overcast Sunday afternoon. Downhill then through timeless green pastures, just looking at
the stone walls and the winter outline of trees in the field boundaries. It isn't ancient landscape, but it has been
there for some time nevertheless - probably since the Enclosures, so 200 years or so - and probably little
changed since then. I identified two ruined limekilns that you don't notice when driving along the road, one
just below Greenlow farm and another with its adjacent quarry, right alongside the road a bit further on. This
was all very pleasant.
We walked into the village and took the little side circle road from the 'village green', which is nothing
significant or even noticeable really. But it is surrounded by old houses and barns and enclosures that exude
times passage - unless it is my imagination! Lydgate farm is the main feature here, whilst more or less opposite,
there is the village well/spring, set in a little insignificant walled enclosure by the roadside. It then runs into a
series of stone troughs, now almost overgrown and scarcely noticeable, but which once must have been an
important focus for the hamlet - it isn't really a village, is it?
Having walked through and past the far end of the dwellings, so that we could look at the still expanding
Grange Mill quarry on the opposite hillside - industrial is quite interesting to me somehow - we then turned
round to retrace our steps to the car. This was a second chance to revise the impressions of the outward
journey and confirm what I already knew - I like Aldwark! An ideal walk for today’s circumstances then, and
all on [quiet] roads, And when you get back home, you can do some follow up research on the Enclosure Acts,
or Limekilns, or Greenlow Burial Mounds or Grange Mill quarry - you've seen them all today.
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Across
1. A mite nippy (4)
3. First of a dozen (7)
9. Rather rounding (5)
10. Harrowing time (7)
11. End of a cycle (8)
12. Often in short supply (4)
15. Precedes fired (5)
16. Chilly quarter (5)
20. Raise (4)
21. Transparently tricky (5,3)
23. Tedious (7)
25. Get rid (5)
26. Heavy haulage (7)
27. Hold up and strike (4)
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Down
1. Unclear (6)
2. South-westerly (9)
4. Venison topper (6)
5. Pretty bad (4)
6. Foreign king (3)
7. Faltered diction (7)
8. White heron (5)
13. Complex (9)
14. Evening reception (7)
17. Spirited device (5)
18. To stitch-up (6)
19. Deprived (6)
22. Swedish racketeer (4)
24. Novice judo grade (3)
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SOLUTION ON BACK PAGE

DJG Taxis
4 & 8 seater Taxi Service
Airports,Days/Nights out, etc.
Contact John Gladwin
Tel: 01629 650025 or
07767238331
Website: www.djg-taxis.co.uk
Email: john@djg-taxis.co.uk
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The Small Ads

For Sale/Wanted
Floor Standing Pine CD unit holds 120 cd’s in three columnscollect for FREE
Contact John or Anne on 650857
Child’s Cot Bed - Good quality
cot with mattress. Second hand
when we bought it 3 yrs ago and
hardly used. £20 ono. Contact
Anne or John on 650857

Non-business adverts in
this section
are free to village
residents
Contact the editor
if you wish to place
an advert here

Resources

Village Directory
Badminton Kate French 650273
Bell Ringers Alastair Scrivener 650791

Community Transport
A Dial-a-Bus service for elderly
&/or disabled people operates on
the 1st and 3rd Thursday each
month
to
Buxton
arriving
11.15am & departing 1.15pm. To
reserve a seat, contact 641920

Bus services Timetable 0870 6082608

Jubilee Field
The pitches & pavilion
are
available for hire. For all
bookings, contact Colin Swindell
on 07816 986956

District Council 761100

Mobile Library
Once every 4 weeks on a Friday
from 24th February 2017
Duke of York - 10.10 - 10.45am
Call 01629 533190 for details.
Post Office
Outreach Service
Every Thursday in the
School House
From 12.30 - 2.30pm
Village Hall
Hire of hall: £5.00 per session or
£15 all day for residents & village
organisations. Non-residents at
reasonable rates.

Community transport 641920
County Council 08 456 058 058
Cricket Club Glynn Yates 650494
Crime Stoppers 0800 555 111
Darts Teams Paul Carson 650359

Doctors (Winster) 650207 Emergencies
733205 or NHS Direct 0845 4647
Electrical emergencies 0800 6783 105 or
New national 3 digit number 105
Energy Efficiency Grants 761304
Fire advice 582849
Gas leaks 0800 111999
History Group Lynn Burnet 650015
Hospital The Whitworth, Darley Dale (minor
injury only) 580211
Housing advice 761311
Jubilee Field Colin Swindell 07816 986956
Mobility Scooter (Tissington Trail) for more
details contact 01335 343156 - seasonal only
Pre-schools locally - see page 8 for details
Police For emergencies dial 999 otherwise
dial the NEW number 101 (It’s confidential)
Power Cut? Call 105

For bookings or more information
contact Sue Lightfoot 650641

Rail services Enquiries 0845 7484950
Refuse collection DDDC 761122

Winster Surgery Hours
Mon – Fri 8.30am to 12noon
Mon & Wed only 2.00pm to
6.00pm

School 650282
School PTFA Amy Dabell 650948
Swimming pool Bakewell - 814205
Matlock - Arc Leisure - 581322
Taxi Service - Kate or Neil 07816 201746
Tourist information Bakewell - 813227
Matlock - 583388

CROSSWORD SOLUTION

Village Hall Bookings Sue Lightfoot 650641
Water emergencies 0800 7834444

Clues Down: 1.Cloudy 2.Libeccios 4.Antler 5.Ugly 6.Roi 7.Stammer 8.Egret
13.Intricate 14.Couchee 17.Optic 18.Eldeen (needle) 19.Bereft 22.Borg 24.Kyu
Clues Across: 1.Cold 3.January 9.Orbit 10.Tilling 11.December 12.Time
15.Aimed 16.North 20.Pose 21.Black ice 23.Irksome 25.Erase 26.Lugging
27.Belt

