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Diary Dates

THE EDITORIAL TEAM
would like to wish all our

December
1
4
8
9
24
31

Parish Council meeting 7.30pm VH
Christmas Lights - Turning-on
WI 7.30pm VH Christmas Party
Village Quiz 7.30pm VH
Crib Service
Ringing in the New Year

January

Readers, Contributors, Advertisers
Distributors and Printers

5 Parish Council meeting 7.30pm VH
12 WI 7.30pm VH Christine Gardner - Denman
College
13 Village Quiz 7.30pm VH
17 ELHG 7.30pm VH
26 Gardening Club - New Year Meal

February

A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS
and a
HAPPY, HEALTHY & PROSPEROUS
NEW YEAR

2
9

Parish Council meeting 7.30pm VH
WI 7.30pm VH Helen Chambers - Tudor
Music
10 Village Quiz 7.30pm VH
21 ELHG 7.30pm VH
23 Gardening Club 7.30pm VH - Quiz Night

March
1
8
16
20
22

Parish Council meeting 7.30pm VH
WI 7.30pm VH Myrtle Sellors - Quilting
Village Quiz 7.30pm VH
ELHG 7.30pm VH
Gardening Club 7.30pm VH - John
Wellington - Bonsai for Beginners

Weekly events
Refuse Collection Wed (unless Bank Hol)

Editorial Policy
We welcome your news, views and
articles of interest, provided they are
not
anonymous,
libellous
or
offensive. Views expressed are not
necessarily those of the editorial
team. Items may be condensed
where necessary.
News items, for sale/wanted adverts
and announcements are free to
Parish residents. For business
advertising rates please contact
John Wellington 650857.
If you would like to join the editorial
team please contact one of us.

Echo Editorial Team
John Moseley
John Wellington

650760
650857

Please send us your news, views,
stories and diary events (for March
April, May & June) no later than:Next Copy Date
Monday - 6th February 2012
to:

John Wellington
Stride Cottage, Main Street.

Preferably by email in MSWord to:
eltonecho@tiscali.co.uk or
on CD or handwritten

Gentle Keep Fit every Wednesday at 6.30pm
in Village Hall. Contact Geoff King 650903

Fortnightly events
The Eltonians (the over 60’s group) meet
every other Wednesdays at 2pm in the Village
Hall. Contact Mike Musgrave on 650293 for
details.
Glass & Paper Collection - Blue Box & Bag
Every other Wednesday - from 7th December
Garden Waste Collection - Green Bin
Every other Thursday - from 8th Decemebr
Mobile Library - see back page
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Village News and Views
New to the table.......
This will be my second Christmas in Elton and if the first is anything to go by, it could be a cold one.
I’m speaking here of the weather and not the welcome we have received since moving to this
village, which has been warm and inclusive. For many years, Pauline and I have planned a “move
to the country” and The Peak District in particular. We spent 16 years based in leafy suburban
Surrey where the children had most of their schooling and I commuted London-bound down the M3
each morning with many thousands of other bleary-eyed souls. As soon as the opportunity arose
we upped-sticks, headed north and spent 18 months searching for the home that ticked all the
boxes.
We wanted space to breath, freedom to walk unmolested by traffic and, most importantly, be part
of a village. The Peak District for me was a friend from my youth where I spent many days rock
climbing and fell walking with pals from my home town of Doncaster. For Pauline, it was an
opportunity to return to her native Derbyshire and be closer to family. So we found this small
village nestled high on the north-facing slope of a Derbyshire hillside which the guide books describe
as a notoriously cold and bleak location. Nothing can be further from the truth.
As I have said, we were seeking village life but I did not anticipate this would include a seat
(co-opted) on the Parish Council and I’m still not entirely sure how this happened. Nevertheless,
with just two meetings behind me I’m learning more about our village and the work of the PC.
Footpaths, bus shelters, grit (for ice), common land, hedge trimming, bulbs (for the planting of),
snow clearance (provision of), mince pies, waste recycling, bin collections, dog doo and next year’s
budget have all featured in my inauguration. But the topic that’s been the most appealing is
Christmas. My mind is taken back to last year’s tree-lighting countdown on that cold and
snow-laden night when parishioners gathered in Main Street and later at the Village Hall for mulled
wine and mince pies. This was the point I knew we were at home in the warmth of Elton. I hope
to see you all by the tree this year.

Echo Distribution
We have been delighted with the excellent response we have had
to our request for people to distribute the Echo. Thank you to
everyone who has offered their help.
District Councillor
Colin Swindell 01629 650672

Parish Councillors
John Moseley
Chair 650760
Colin Swindell Vice Chair 650672
Cath Dawe
650649
Jonathan Snodgrass
650489
Chris Hirst
650217
Nigel Mason
650440

All correspondence to the Clerk:
Janice Jackson Tel: 650727
8 Bradley Close
Birchover
DE4 2BG

County Councillor
Simon Spencer 01335 324324
Member of Parliament
Patrick McLoughlin,
Derbys West Constituency Office
01332 558125
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All Saints Church

Vicar: Canon David Truby
Minister with pastoral charge:
The Rev’d Andrew Taylor-Cook
Church Warden: Alastair Scrivener

From the Revd Andrew Taylor-Cook
824707

Each one of us, I am sure, has a favourite Christmas Carol, Hymn
or Song that speaks to us deeply and profoundly. Whether it
820049
takes you back to your childhood, or to a particular year, it’s the
650791
hymn, song or carol that helps make Christmas for you. My
Monthly Services
favourite is: O’ come, O’ come, Emmanuel………it is the hymn that
1st Sunday 9.30am Book of Common Prayer starts Christmas off for me. I just love to hear the beautiful
2nd Sunday 6.00pm Sanctuary
haunting sound of the Choir as they sing these long awaited
3rd Sunday 9.30am Parish Eucharist
words. However, this year, is like no other year for me and can’t
4th Sunday 6.00pm Evensong
wait to hear
5th Sunday Where this occurs, we will join
this particular
with the Methodists. Please refer to church
Hymn.
The
notice board for details.
reason being,
in January of this year I was in Israel and traveled to
Bethlehem, to the Church of the Nativity, also known as
‘The Basilica of Nativity'. It was here that I heard those
beautiful and haunting words being sung by a group of
priests and people inside the Church, a sound that will stay
with me for ever.
But Christmas as a whole will have new depth and meaning
for me this year and for the rest of my life, I’ve no doubt,
because I’ve actually stood where Jesus was born. Not only
that, I have touched the stone slab of the stable floor where
it is said that Jesus was laid in the manger. Now of course, no one can be truly sure it is the ‘exact’ spot.
But for me, it doesn’t matter, because I was there! I was in Bethlehem and I was as close as one can possibly
get to Jesus’ place of birth. And as I write, I can visualize the day, the people, the building, the music and
song, the smells and so on. I remember standing in the Shepherd’s Fields too,
(Luke 2: 8-14) I have sung ‘While Shepherds Watch their flocks by night’, whilst I
was standing in, the Shepherd’s Fields and also sung ‘Silent Night, holy night’ in one of the side chapels in
the Church of the Nativity; wonderful memories that I shall for ever cherish. So what is your favourite
Christmas Carol, hymn or song? What memories does it provoke in you?
Whatever your plans are this Christmas, I hope and pray that you have a wonderful time. Please look out for
our Christmas Services and events and pop along if you can, for it would be good to see you! Who knows,
we may even be singing your favourite Carol, Hymn or Song.
Wishing you all a very Happy Christmas and a most blessed New Year. From Andrew and the congregation
members of All Saints Church.

Church Dates for Christmas

December 24th

December 4th

Crib Service 7.00pm

Communion 9.30am

December 25th

Christmas Tree Lighting 6.00pm

Christmas Day Communion 8.00am

December 11th

December 31st

Compline by Candlelight 8.00pm

Ringing in the New Year 11.45pm

December 18th
Lessons & Carols by Candlelight 6.00pm

Other Church Dates
St Valentine’s Concert - February 17th
See Notice Boards closer to the time
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District Councillor's Corner
Changes to Waste Collection
At the October meeting of the District Council, members voted to award a new waste
management contract to Serco Ltd. This contract is for an intial 8 years and will
commence on 5th August 2012.
The Council’s current waste management contract is due to come to an end on August
2012 and over recent months officers of the council have been working hard to receive
tenders from a number of new service providers.
After much analysis it was agreed that service put forward by Serco Ltd would provide the
best value for money. The new service provision will see a number of changes to kerbside
recycling facilities and bin collections across the Derbyshire Dales.
The main changes will see improved recycling facilities at the kerbside which will now
include the collection of plastics and a separate food waste collection. The other major
change will be the provision of a fortnightly bin collection as opposed to the current weekly
collection.
It is anticipated that with the added recycling facilities on the doorstep there will be a
significant reduction in general waste being deposited in the grey wheelie bin. This will
mean that weekly collections are no longer warranted. Food waste, however, will be
collected weekly for sanitation reasons.
There are still fine details which have yet to be confirmed, but the District Council will be
carrying out a huge publicity and communications drive to ensure residents are fully
informed of the changes and how it will affect them personally.
Of course, as things develop I too will do my bit in keeping residents up-to-date.
Furthermore, a separate contract has been awarded to W Martins Ltd to provide and
empty all of the current brings banks (recycling centres) for an initial 8 years.

Winter Maintenance
Following the adverse snowfall last winter, on behalf of the Parish Council I have ensured
all grit bins are fully stocked and ready and piles of salt have been distributed to remote
areas. Although gritting and road maintenance is a County Council matter, please do not
hesitate to contact me if you feel I can be of assistance and I will do what I can to help.
The County Council have recently made changes to their winter gritting programme which
could see Elton lose its overnight gritting. Despite my personal opposition to this and
objection from the Parish Council, the County Council have reassured us that the service
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Elton W.I.

This Autumn we have enjoyed
talks on two contrasting
subjects. In September David
Richmond, a life-long film
enthusiast, spoke about The
Golden Days of Hollywood. It
was an evening of nostalgia
with his anecdotes, old photos
and other memorabilia.
November’s speaker was Mike
Kelly, a founder member of the
Friends of Cromford Canal. He
gave a very informative and well
presented talk on the historical
importance of this unique canal
and the efforts being made to
restore it, in particular the lost
and neglected stretches beyond
Whatstandwell. He showed us
some fascinating film including
inside the Butterley Tunnel and
the engine workings at Leawood
Pumping Station.
The Group meeting at Darley
Dale
gave
members
an
opportunity to watch and then
join in some European folk
dances. There was a supper
with an International theme and
a fiendish competition on flag
recognition. Even though we
managed to recognise the flags
of Qatar and Iceland we still
only got half correct!
We now look forward to the
Group Carol Service at Rowsley
and our Christmas party and so
conclude a memorable 60th
Birthday year.

the Village Hall. Nothing too
strenuous and it's only £1.50
per session and everyone is
welcome.

The Winster Pre School

Draw with a weekly prize
of £20.
We still have a few numbers
available. Anyone who is
interested please contact Cathy
Banks on 01629 650593.

National Lottery Draw
Winster Pre School are running
a National Lottery Bonus Ball

A Big Thank You
Janet, Cathy, Jasmine, Jodie and Billy would like to
thank everyone who sponsored them for the
Chatsworth Fight Walk in aid of Cancer Research UK.
Collectively, they raised £232.50.
Not bad for a rainy Sunday morning!

Thanks again
Elton Local History Group would like to say thank you
very much to Ruth Ross and everyone who took part in
the October Village Quiz, the proceeds of which will be
put towards the new Village Guide and Family Trail.

Outreach Service, Elton
The service is located at:
The School House, Elton Primary School,
Main Street, Elton
Opening times
Every Thursday between 1:45pm and 3:45pm

Gentle Keep Fit
The keep fit class meets every
Wednesday at 6.30 - 7.30pm in

Services include:
Postal services, stamps, pensions, benefits, council tax & bill payments,
Plus car tax & cash withdrawals
(Some services may be subject to change)
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..... Ramblings .....
In the elitist world of the solitary rambler there are many rude shocks to endure. This should
come as no surprise really, for in opposition to my carefully selected, lovingly polished, [yet
untenable ?] dream, harsh reality rubs its hands with glee at the inevitable chaos that is
promised. And the form that this harsh reality takes ? Well, it’s other Ramblers ! Who interfere
with my enjoyment, who intrude on my practicing the Eco Therapy that appeals to my frugal
nature, who expect to share my chosen world ! How elitist is that ?
Picture this scenario. You have been suffering from Nature Deficit Disorder through not having
communed with the Great Outdoors for … maybe 2 or 3 days. So you set off for one of your
favourite, secret parking spots, there to begin to redress the balance. Strangely there are other
vehicles parked here today, when usually there are none. By the time you have collected your
digital companions [ camera, phone, radio, GPS] into the pockets of your jacket, several more
have arrived, disgorging a cargo of middle aged couples, various dogs [that never bite !], and a
multitude of unwieldy walking poles, maps neatly folded from their natural flapping state into
vast protective satchels, flasks that need checking urgently, and water bottles for emergency
refreshment in the event of there being a sudden drought. The chatter, the pointing and the
campaign preparations bring home the terrible truth. A walking club have today chosen your
personal hills for their objective.
What should a man do ? Some of the group are ready to go now and are pacing up and down
looking pointedly at their watches, others are shouting into mobile phones “well, where exactly
are you, then?” as stragglers make their way to the assembly point. With any luck you can get
a fifteen minute start and still have a peaceful day out. You set off rather more briskly than you
would normally wish, which disturbs the whole point of today’s expedition and requires a stop
quite soon – to monitor the prospects. The group has started to move in your direction. After
200 yards or so it stops. A huddle develops. Maps are produced. Fingers are pointed and GPS
consulted. There is clearly some dispute. Despite yourself, you have to observe the resolution.
But the fingers are now beginning to point along the path in your direction – it’s time to get a
move on.
Actually there’s no need to rush. With stops occasioned by Marjorie’s ‘old trouble’ and Eric’s
dodgy knee, the group proceeds in fits and starts gradually extending into a long ragged
crocodile until it finally stops altogether to regroup for elevenses … at around 9.30 !
Enough of this, you think. You have your own agenda and so you wander on up the hill, enjoying
the day. The sights and sounds of nature unspoiled lift your spirits. Curlews cry, skylarks sing

Want to see family and friends
without the hassle?

Homestead Farm
B&B and Self-catering Cottage
Book them in with Jean or Alan Carson on

Tel. 650359
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and all is right with your world. By lunchtime you have found a nice little drystone shelter on a
couch of fragrant heather and bilberry and are enjoying a snooze in the sunshine. Then
something wakes you with a start. The birds have fallen silent … a new chorus fills your ears.
Need I go on ? You know what I am going to say. There’s no escape. You are surrounded by
the chattering camaraderie of the “Striders Club”.
But that’s not all. You now become a target for their missionary zeal. Evidently, everyone could
and should experience such wealth and riches if only they had the opportunity – and as it so
happens your moment has now arrived. It is impossible to refute their chosen perspective even
if I wished to do so. You ask politely for the season’s itinerary, assuring the converts that it will
be invaluable in planning your future walks. You are handed a list of dates and venues.
You smile your most benevolent smile. And as you saunter away in a [hopefully] totally
irrelevant direction, you can’t help a smirk, you feel so pleased with yourself.
That’s elitism !

will be more effective and efficient. All changes to the gritting service will be closely
monitored and reviewed following any significant snowfall.

If you have an issue of concern or feel I can assist you with any matter, please do not
hesitate to contact me.
Telephone: 01629 650 672 Mobile: 07816 986 95
Email: colin.swindell@derbyshiredales.gov.uk

Furnished cottage
to rent in Elton
for up to 6 months.
Available from Nov/Dec 2011

jonandsimone@fsmail.net.
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The Grand Old Duke of York
In the 18th century Elton had as many as seven alehouses. The number gradually dwindled until
in 1824 there were only two, one of which was the Red Lion. The other, kept by Robert Joule,
became called the Duke of York in honour of that Grand Old Man probably just after his death
in 1827. The Duke, the second son of King George III, was only 30 when he marched his men
up and down a hill in Flanders in 1793 during a war against France. He was so appalled by the
lack of discipline in the British army that in 1802, after he had become Commander-in-Chief, he
founded the Royal Military College, now the Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst.
In 1827 the front of the pub didn’t look
the same as it does today. The two
front rooms and two rooms above were
added some time after 1838 by the
owner, William Brittlebank of Winster.
A little later he built the stable,
loosebox and carriage house at the
side. The inn was able to offer ‘good
accommodation
for
visitors
on
reasonable terms’, good stabling and a
pony and trap for hire. The Oddfellows
Friendly Society met in the upstairs
clubroom every month for over 120
years.
At the time of the alterations the publican was Henry Holmes. Henry had married Hannah Dakin
in 1826 and they had two sons, Richard and George. In the 1841 census, 12-year-old Richard
was one of three young servants in the household of his grandmother Elizabeth Dakin at Ivy
House Farm in Ivy Lane. In 1851, he was back at the Duke. His father had died in 1846 leaving
his mother with the pub and a 62-acre farm. Richard and his younger brother ran the farm while
Hannah brewed the beer and ran the pub until her death in 1875 at the age of 81. Richard then
took over as licensee while George had moved next door, to Holmedene Farm. One fateful day
in 1882 he took his horse with a cart load of manure to a field and was standing by the cart when
the horse moved off. Poor George was crushed to death under a wheel.
That same year the Brittlebanks sold all their properties in Elton, including the Duke of York Inn,
described as ‘the best known in the district’. The whole sold for £550, apparently to Howell and
Marsden of Ashbourne, grocers and wholesale liquor merchants. The Duke came up for sale
again in the 1890s and was bought by Matthew Hill, licensee of the Greyhound Hotel at
Cromford. He established Hill's Cromford Brewery Ltd and bought several more public houses,
including the Miners' Standard at Winster. Hill’s business was wound up in 1914 and Offiler’s
Brewery bought his Cromford Mill premises as stores. It isn't known whether Offiler’s Brewery
bought the Duke but they probably began to supply it with beer in 1914 because that’s when the
Elton Oddfellows first received a donation from Offilers. By that time, Joseph Stone was the
landlord of the Duke. He was a son of William Stone, landlord of the Red Lion in Elton, another
of Hill and Marsden’s pubs. The history of the Red Lion is another story …..
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Vegetable patch
mystery is solved
Elton's vegetable patch mystery was cleared
up at the weekend . . .
For weeks, council house tenants in the
village looked on as their gardens disappeared inch by inch.
But it was all in a good cause, for although the
tenants lost part of their gardens, they gained a
hard-standing and drive for their cars.
And there was a double bonus - for the extra
land gained from the gardens gave West
Derbyshire District Council the chance to build
eight new flats in Elton.
The flats - built for £74,000 at Back Lane,
Elton - were officially opened at the weekend.

The council originally planned to erect just
four flats - but by slicing away part of the long
gardens along Ivy Lane they doubled that figure
to house 20 people.
The first people into the flats were Syd and
Harriet Glossop. Mr Glossop - born in Elton 74
years ago - helped build the first council home
he and his wife moved into.
The reaction of the couple to their new
council home was: "We're delighted".
The council's Housing Committee Chairman,
Coun. Reg. Evans, said how important it was for
housing to be provided in small villages such as
Elton.
The development could help to keep people in
the village by halting a drift of residents out of
Elton in search of houses.
The flats were built by George F. Kirk Ltd.,
of Chesterfield

Mr and Mrs Sydney Glossop outside the flats at Chapel Croft

From Elton Village Hall Committee .....
A big thank you to Lynn Carson and Colin Swindell. With enthusiasm and commitment they have
run the Elton Youth Club, providing a good night out for the young people of Elton.
They have organised Club nights, activities, outings and the tuck shop, and with energy and a
great sense of humour have provided good times, past and present, for members and their friends.
The Club opened 7 years ago and sadly is closing its doors, for the time being at least, but the
Village Hall Committee would like to say to Lynn and Colin, ‘Thank You. You’ve both done a really
good job’
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LAST MAN TO THE AZORES AND BACK - Part 1

… bp, bp, bp, BP, BP, BP, BP, BP, BP … penetrated into my poor,
tired, brain. The alarm on the AIS! Wake up! Get up! Climb out
over the lee cloth. Night. Stagger across the dark, violently rolling
cabin, from handhold to handhold. Prise my eyes open and read
on the display: CPA 0.0 miles. TCPA 8 minutes. (bad word used!).
Experienced offshore sailors will understand the above and
understand the laxative effect. For others I will try to explain as
briefly as possible. AIS (Automatic Identification System) is a
wonderful collision avoidance aid for shipping and now also for
small boat sailors. Vessels transmit their identification, position,
course, speed and other information by radio and it is received
and displayed on all vessels within range which have an AIS
receiver. The information is displayed as words but also on a
display rather like a radar set. CPA means Closest Point of
Jonathan and Jane Snodgrass before the AZAB start
Approach, but I refer to it as Closest Point of Attack. TCPA means
Time to Closest Point of Attack. In 8 minutes I would be run into by the Esperanza, a vessel of many thousand tons travelling at 20
knots. I was hove to in a near gale in Lexia, a 32 foot glass fibre junk rigged schooner, and I was alone. I was in shorts and t shirt and
still half asleep. It would be … no contest.
I have since talked with other sailors about what I should have done or what they would have done. Should I have called the vessel
immediately on the VHF? Maybe, but my VHF does not have the automatic Digital Selective Call (DSC) link from the AIS display. Some
have said that they would have gone up into the cockpit immediately. However, I knew that it was blowing a near gale with horizontal
rain and spray and that it was very rough. (That’s why I was hove to and in my bunk, sleeping, exhausted.) For good or ill, I decided to
get my foul weather gear and harness on first. In retrospect I think I should have put on my life jacket which has a light and a personal
locator beacon (PLB) attached rather than my harness. What I did which was definitely correct was to get the engine start key from
its hook over the chart table and clutch it in my teeth. I did still have some things going for me. I had upgraded my AIS from a passive
to an active set so I should have been visible on his AIS. I had upgraded my Sea Me radar target enhancer to provide an enhanced
image on both his X and S band radars, giving me the equivalent radar signal of a much bigger vessel. I had a new mast head LED
tricolour light which was certainly clearer than the old incandescent light with its crazed Perspex cover. He should be able to see me,
particularly if I drew his attention, but how to do that: VHF, white flare or use the lamp, the traditional “steamer scarer”? But that was
all passive. I had an engine that I was confident would start and I could take some collision avoidance myself. That would be active
and “God helps those who help themselves”. Hatch open, clip on whilst still inside, climb over the Perspex wash board which was
lashed in place, key in, start engine, look around and there she was, classic red and green lights with a white steaming light above, and
not far away. “When both lights you see ahead, starboard wheel and show your red.” Trad. Take a decision, turn and motor towards
his port and show my red light. Whilst guiding the tiller with one foot, reach into the cabin for the VHF microphone. Call the Esperanza
by name on Channel 16. There was a quick response with a burst of to me unintelligible Greek and then silence. A wave broke over
the boat and into the cockpit. Shortly after the vessel called me, in calm clear English with a Greek accent: “This is Esperanza. This is
the Captain. I have just come onto the bridge. What is your heading?” A glance at the magnetic compass: “Two two zero degrees”.
Immediately: “Two two zero degrees, I am turning to starboard.” And he did. His green disappeared; his port side slid past, his white
Continued on page 12

Serenity Coffee Shop
Cliff Farm, Cliff Lane, nr.Elton
DE45 1LL

DJG Taxis
4 & 8 seater Taxi Service

Open: March until November
Airports,Days/Nights out, etc.
Each Saturday and Sunday
11am – 5pm
Contact John Gladwin
Everyone welcome.
Tel: 01629 650025 or 07767238331
Walkers,cyclists,climbers
Website: www.djg-taxis.co.uk
Email relax@peakserenity.co.uk
Tel: 01629 650712 Mob: 07837725337
Email: john@djg-taxis.co.uk
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Transcript of a handwritten letter to the pupils of Elton School, 1894

Elton School
December 21 1894
Dear Children
We have got to the end of our year’s work and Christmas will soon be with us.
What a jolly time for Boys and Girls to be free from books and slates and have nothing to think
of but fun and what that dear old children’s friend Santa Claus will bring you. May he this year be
heavily laden and bring you all possible joy and happiness.
People at Christmas time are disposed to be merry and good natured and there is no reason
why every day in the year should not take its colouring and its tone from the Happy time of
Christmas.
The year that is fast dying out has been a year of “Progress” in our school. The teachers are
delighted with the interest that you and your parents have taken in the school. Let us endeavour to
make further advances during 1895. Your teachers are pleased that you have helped so heartily with
the “Robin Society” this year. By your kindness Mrs Sumner has been able to send 4s 1d - 25
pairs of Cuffs and 130 Christmas cards to the poor Ragged children in the London slums. Your
Christmas Day will be all the happier for you having thought of others who are poorer than yourselves.
In conclusion the Teachers wish you all and your parents a Happy Christmas and a
Prosperous New Year.
Believe me
Yours very sincerely
W. J. Sumner
WINSTER PRE-SCHOOL

Welcomes children from age 2yrs to school age to a warm and friendly environment.
Monday to Thursday term time only.
We are OFSTED approved and
a member of the Early Years Partnership.
Government Funded places available
for 3 and 4 year olds
We are registered for 20 places.
However, for 2010/2012 spaces are already limited due to high demand.
In order to secure a place for your child for 2011/2012 please contact
Cathy Banks on07799084244 (6.30 - 8pmTues evenings only) to register.

Registered Charity No. 1035604
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stern light came into view and then headed away. I lived to fight another day. I called him to thank him and, as I had had no working
wind measuring instrument for some days, ask for a wind speed reading. “25 knots but with higher gusts. Have a safe passage.” Little
did he know ------------I wrote two years ago about reading Paul Heiney’s book, Last Man Across the Atlantic, his account of completing the 2005 OSTAR
(Original Singlehanded Transatlantic Race) in his family cruiser and my deciding to have a go at OSTAR 2009. I wrote how, only three
months before the race, I bought Lexia, a 33 years old junk rigged cruiser, which had been very neglected for some years. It has been
said that the OSTAR consists of two races: the first is to get across the start line; the second is to get to Newport, Rhode Island. Lexia
and I did manage to stagger across the OSTAR start line, but we were both very unprepared and we retired early in the race. A
consolation was that so did many others. Also I learned a lot.
During 2010 Lexia and I got to know one another better and as 2011 approached I began to think about the AZAB (Azores and Back)
2011 race. Like the OSTAR, the AZAB is organised every four years. It is from Falmouth in England 1,250 miles to Punta Delgada on the
island of Sao Miguel in the Azores and, after a restart, back to Falmouth. It was originally for single-handers but since the second race
it has been open to double handed crews which are now the large majority. It is popular because it is shorter than the OSTAR and
crews can be varied between the two legs. However, it is still a serious ocean passage. It is now open only to monohulls from 30 to 50
feet and attracts both serious ocean racing boats and more modest cruisers. I hesitated and hesitated about entering but on the day
before the deadline at the end of January I sent in an entry form and a very large cheque. But why enter an organised race? Why not
just cruise to the Azores, or indeed to somewhere else? In her book, Ocean Cruising on a Budget, Anne Hammick, by her own
admission, paints a “negative picture of organised ocean crossings”, either races or rallies. She has a number of objections: firstly cost;
secondly she writes that “the popular ‘hold hands across the Atlantic’ theme is totally unworkable in practice, and you will be as much
on your own as if the race or rally did not exist.”; thirdly “If you are setting off on your first major ocean passage a predetermined
departure date is one more potential problem you simply do not need.” However, there can be an opposite view: a race does provide
an encouraging and supportive structure, as far as it can, and a predetermined departure date is a great incentive to get ready and
actually “to boldly go”. How many cruisers are “off next year when I have completed modifications”? I was going to depart Falmouth
at midday on 4th June, or lose a lot of face and waste an awful lot of money. I had until 1st May to complete a 500 mile qualifying
passage: nonstop, solo and under sail alone. The boat had to be made ready for that passage but also, by the race start in early June,
had to comply with the regulations for a Category One ocean race in terms of build, equipment and paperwork. Again I was on a
preparation treadmill but this time I was a bit further advanced and was able to keep ahead of the curve, just, by dint of considerable
time, effort and expense.
I have mentioned above some of the necessary equipment upgrades. The regulations that the boat and I needed to meet are the same
as those for a fully crewed 60 foot racing boat. In a few respects they were therefore a little irksome. However, the large majority are
very sensible, and are designed to help to improve my chances of survival. I needed to attend a number of courses, usually to get
lapsed qualifications up to date e.g offshore survival, first aid, VHF. I had to make some modifications to the boat including storm
proofing the cockpit locker hatches which opened into the body of the boat and also building in a second water tank. I also added a
wireless wind speed measuring and display system. In total I spent a number of thousands of pounds. I also arranged insurance cover,
at a significant extra premium, but I must commend Fastnet Marine Insurance, who were prepared to provide comprehensive cover
for a single handed entry in an ocean race, albeit with an increased excess. I also addressed the business of storm survival. My previous
arrangements had consisted of an ex Royal Navy sea anchor, two old climbing ropes and a head in the sand attitude. I studied the
options for improving this. For anyone who has not done so, it is worth looking on the internet for information about the Jordan Series
Drogue (JSD). Unlike a sea anchor, which is a large parachute designed to be deployed from the bow and to remain fixed in the sea,
the JSD consists of many small parachutes attached at intervals to a long rope which is deployed from the stern of the boat. It is
designed to allow the boat to keep moving forward down the face of the big waves and thereby maintain stability and control. It is
Continued on page 13

ATTRACTIVE COTTAGE FOR 2
IN CENTRE OF ELTON
We have a lovely cottage suitable for two people for
weekly or weekend rental in centre of Elton village.
No smoking and no pets please. Would suit
relatives/friends of local residents visiting the
area as well as holiday makers.
If you are interested please call Angela and
Trevor on 01799 550994 for details.
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fixed to the stern by a split bridle which ideally is attached by shackles to horizontally mounted chain plates on the quarters. I had a
JSD made for Lexia by the one British manufacturer. Including the manufacture of all the parts and the fixing of the chain plates, it cost
several hundred pounds for equipment that I hoped would never be used, but when you need it … you need it. The whole JSD is a big
bundle which I could just lift. Deploying it from the stern in storm conditions needed some consideration. The manufacturer’s solution
is a special canvas stowage bag. At a cost of £80 it was too expensive and also not really suitable for Lexia’s small cockpit. I returned
that and asked for a refund. Then I went to the local branch of large national DIY shop. I had an idea that a “gorilla tub” would be the
answer; after all it had all cost “a gorilla”! However, the builders’ mortar mixing tub, similar but bigger, looked to be ideal, and at £7
was acceptable. I had taken the drogue and bridle to the shop to check that it fitted in the tub, which it did. Of course I needed also
to check that it deployed from the tub … and the shop had a long central aisle ... Tub on the floor at one end of the shop, end of the
drogue in hand, march smartly forward. 200 feet of drogue deployed without a snag. To say that the management raised its eyebrows
would be an understatement. However, when I had generously been given some free advice, particularly about health and safety and
risk to the public, I agreed to put it back into the tub, which gave me an excellent opportunity to practise packing it. I then lugged it
to the girl at the till and asked to pay. “Where’s the bar code?” she asked. “Well”, I explained, “it’s in the tub underneath that 200 feet
of rope and mini parachutes but I could get the rope out for you if you hold the tub and I take this end and march down the shop …
!” Do other offshore sailors have the same problems that I do? Certainly they don’t teach things like that on an RYA course.
The 500 mile qualifying passage was interesting. We had high pressure and therefore easterly winds on the south coast. “Leave
Plymouth, turn right, run downwind for 250 miles into the Western Approaches, and then the next depression will bring south
westerly winds that will bring you back” said the pundits. I got to the edge of the Continental Shelf in two days and peeped over at
the Atlantic Ocean: “They didn’t think much of the ocean The waves they was piddling and small There were no wrecks and nobody
drownded ‘Fact nothing to laugh at at all!” Albert and the Lion by Stanley Holloway. That was of course Blackpool and the Ramsbottom
family’s ocean was the Irish Sea. I had a beautiful sail in fine weather and I saw a number of dolphins. So the first part of the pundits’
plan worked. As for the second part, do you recall in spring this year we had a month of continuous high pressure … ? Oh well, I did
get back eventually, after tacking between England and France for a number of days.
Then off to Falmouth in early June for final registration and approval by the Royal Cornwall Yacht Club (RCYC), the organisers. Their
arrangements were commendable. Jane came to Falmouth for the splendid pre race supper. On the last day she helped me raid
Sainsbury’s supermarket for weeks worth of provisions. On the morning of the race she kissed me goodbye, potentially for the last
time, (sob), and then she and the dog went to Pendennis Castle to watch the start which was between the castle and the notorious
Black Rock. I thought that Lexia’s two brown rectangular fully battened Chinese lug sails made a splendid sight compared with all the
boring white triangles. There were 61 fully paid up and qualified entrants listed in the programme of which 59 crossed the start line.
Remember - “two races”. Two entrants hadn’t actually made it to the start, one because they had been delayed by bad weather on
the way to Falmouth. One competitor, singlehanded on Foula, a Rival 32, only completed his qualifying passage on the way from North
Wales to Falmouth by diverting into the Atlantic, arriving the night before the start. Class One, the slowest boats, was the last away,
amid much noise of cannons from the club starters and from the castle. As we crept over the start line the wind died and we drifted
for the afternoon. The tide turned and, as we drifted back towards the start, Jane and the dog gave up watching the lack of action and
headed back to Derbyshire. There is only so much sailing non action that a dog can take. Lexia was always going to be last. She is
definitely a cruising not a racing boat. She was the smallest in the fleet. Her IRC handicap, at 0.79 was the lowest in the fleet and this
year had an increased age allowance. Lexia like me is getting slower with age. When I submitted this year’s handicap to the race
organisers it appeared on the list of entries as 0.8. I queried this and pointed out that it was actually 0.79. The answer was “the
software only allows handicaps down to 0.8”. In other words: “Computer says no!” Clearly nobody ever expected a boat as slow as
Lexia to be entering an ocean race. I did suggest that there might be a Class Zero for boats with a handicap of less than 0.8 but this
was not greeted with enthusiasm, as I would have been the only one in it. My entry in the race programme included: “Getting safely
to the finish before it closes would be 100% success for Jonathan.”

To be continued next issue

R. Stone - Joinery

FIREWOOD FOR SALE
Seasoned hardwood logs cut & split
Net bags £4 collected
Builders bulk bag (1m³) £45; £5 deposit on bag
Free delivery in Elton and Gratton
Elsewhere £10 for one, £15 for 2 or 3 bags
Tel: Simon 650209 or 07889 107008
Email: simonfowler1@btinternet.com
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Microwave Apple Jam
In my opinion, the microwave is an underrated and underused kitchen appliance. It can do so much more than
heat up last night’s left over’s or that that convenience meal from the supermarket. Here is a recipe I have found
very easy and ‘foolproof’ and it demonstrates another aspect of the of the Microwave’s versatility.
Ingredients
500g (1lb)

Cooking (Bramley) Apples – peeled, cored
and sliced.
550g (1lb 6oz) Granulated Sugar
30ml (2tbs)
Lemon Juice.

3. Microwave the mixture, uncovered for an additional 9 to 10 minutes on FULL POWER.
4. Stir in the lemon juice.
5. Cool slightly before potting into warmed, clean,
sterilised jars.

Method
Note: Timings are based on a 600w oven. Reduce each of
the timings by approx 2 minutes for a 1000w oven, or
check conversions in the table at

www.sachikocooking.com/english/microwave.htm

Yields approx 680g (1lb 8oz)
You can vary the recipe at Stage 2, by adding a half to one
teaspoon (2.5ml to 5ml) of ground ginger, or cinnamon or
mixed spice. A dessertspoon to one tablespoon (10ml to
15ml) of chopped preserved ginger or sultanas, also provides a tasty alternative.

1. Place the sliced apples in a large non- metallic
bowl. Add the sugar but DO NOT MIX. Heat in Mi- Tip: To sterilise the jars, place them in the dishwasher on
the hottest cycle. Alternatively, put them in the oven for 5
crowave on FULL POWER for 10 minutes.
minutes on a moderate heat.
2. Beat the apples with an electric whisk, (or wooden
The jam will keep for several months in a cool place and
spoon) until the apples and sugar is well blended.
even longer in the fridge.

HOLIDAYS IN THE MOUNTAINS

Elton Quiz

Studio apartment for 2-3 people to rent
in Tignes (French Alps)

Monthly in the Village Hall
starting at 7.30pm

The apartment has spectacular mountain views, is well
equipped and is very convenient for skiing & all local
amenities.

Come with a team of 3, 4 or more
Bring your own drink & nibbles

Tignes is also very good for summer activity holidays
(tennis, golf, mountain biking, hiking, lake sailing, sauna,
gym, children’s adventure trail etc etc), as well as summer
skiing on the glacier.
For more info, contact Jon Linsley or Simone Parker on
650047 or jonandsimone@fsmail.net
(we can email pictures etc.)

£2.00 entry per person
Raffle - £1 a ticket
Make a note of these dates:
9th December, 13th January,
10th February, 16th March ,
13th April
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Puzzle Page
ROBIN'S KNOTTY CROSSWORD

Across
1. Small part of a foot (4)
3. Hanging cool (7)
9. Perform once more (5)
10. Festive offering (7)
11. Morning after cure (8)
12. Float away breezily (4)
15. Quick and easy (5)
16. Positively charged (5)
20. Able to be viewed (4)
21. Late winter flower (8)
23. Concise witty remark (7)
25. Wide open mouth (5)
26. Man’s Parliament (7)
27. Children’s letter game (4)
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Down
1. Encroachment (6)
2. Christmas Day tipple (9)
4. Fattened for the day (6)
5. He’ll see to the dinner (4)
6. Twas the night before (3)
7. Quite unproductive (7)
8. Coral islands (5)
13. They live in the Pyrenees (9)
14. Crafted in Winter
17. One of Santa’s reindeers (5)
18. Far removed from vegetal (6)
19. Quick mover (6)
22. Large black and so noisy (4)
24. Holly’s festive mate (3)
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SOLUTIONS TO THESE PUZZLES ON BACK PAGE

A Seasonal Message
If A=14 work out this seasonal message.
A
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_____ _________ ___ _ _____ ___
12 18 6 6 13

23 9 6 5 2 11 12 14 2

14 8 24

14

9 14 15 15 13

____ ____ ___ _____
13 18 14 6 10 6 4 12

11 9 18

18 1 11 4 8

____ _________ ____
18 23 9 4

18 24 5 11 4 6 5 14 1 11 18 14 12

8 18 19
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The Small Ads

For Sale/Wanted
For Sale - Yamaha E flat Tenor
Horn with case - £200 o.n.o.
Call Steve on 735247

Advertise
your items for sale here
No charge for private sales
by residents or
village organisations

Resources

Village Directory
Badminton Kate French 650273
Bell Ringers Alastair Scrivener 650791

Community Transport
A Dial-a-Bus service for elderly
&/or disabled people operates on
the 1st and 3rd Thursday each
month
to
Buxton
arriving
11.15am & departing 1.15pm. To
reserve a seat, contact 641920

Bus services Timetable 0870 6082608

Jubilee Field
The pitches & pavilion
are
available for hire. For all
bookings, contact Colin Swindell
on 650672 or 07816986956

District Council 761100

Mobile Library
Every other Tuesday - from 13th
December onwards
Elton - Duke of York 12.25 - 12.45pm
Elton - East End 12.50 - 1.05pm
Call 812267 or 58000 ext. 6589
for details.

Community transport 641920
County Council 08 456 058 058
Cricket Club Glynn Yates 650494
Crime Stoppers 0800 555 111
Darts Teams Paul Carson 650359

Doctors (Winster) 650207 Emergencies
733205 or NHS Direct 0845 4647
Electrical emergencies 0800 0568090
Eltonians Secretary Mike Musgrave 650293
Energy Efficiency Grants 761304
Fire advice 582849
Gardening Club Anne Wellington 650857
Gas leaks 0800 111999
History Group Lynn Burnet
Hospital The Whitworth, Darley Dale (minor
injury only) 580211
Housing advice 761311

Post Office
Outreach Service
Every Thursday in the
School House
From 1.45-3.45pm
Village Hall
Hire of hall: £5.00 per session or
£15 all day for residents & village
organisations. Non-residents at
reasonable rates.
For bookings or more information
contact Sue Lightfoot 650641

Jubilee Field Colin Swindell 650672
Mobility Scooter (Tissington Trail) for more
details contact 01335 343156 - seasonal only
Pre-school (Winster) Contact Cathy Banks
on 07799084244 (Tuesday evenings only)
Police For emergencies dial 999 otherwise
dial the NEW number 101 (It’s confidential)
Rail services Enquiries 0845 7484950
Refuse collection DDDC 761215
School 650282
School PTFA Amy Dabell 650948
Swimming pool Bakewell - 814205

A Seasonal Message answer

Matlock - Arc Leisure - 581322
Tourist information Bakewell - 813227

Merry Christmas and a Happy new Year from the Elton Echo Editorial Team
CROSSWORD SOLUTION

Matlock - 583388
Village Hall Bookings Sue Lightfoot 650641
Water emergencies 0800 7834444
Womens’ Institute Myrtle Sellors 650223

Clues Across: 1.Inch 3.Icicles 9.React 10.Present 11.Aspirins 12.Sail
15.Agile 16.Anode 20.Open 21.Snowdrop 23.Epigram 25.Agape
26.Tynwald 27.I Spy
Clues Down: 1.Inroad 2.Champagne 4.Capons 5.Chef 6.Eve 7.Sterile
8.Atoll 13.Andorrans 14.Snowman 17.Comet 18.Animal 19.Speedy
22.Crow 24.Ivy

