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"History is the certainty produced at the point when the imperfections of 

memory meet the inadequacies of documentation."   

 

Spoken by the character Adrian Finn  

in the novel ‘The Sense of an Ending’  

by Julian Barnes 

 

 

Introduction 

 

The booklet 'Elton Remembers', was produced circa 2006 by Elton Local History 

Group, principally by Doug and Pam Holt. It records the servicemen from Elton and 

Gratton who were killed during World Wars One and Two. Doug and Pam Holt at 

that time lived in The Old Reform Chapel in Elton which has a stained glass window 

which is Elton's third war memorial.  Not many people actually own a village war 

memorial!  That may well have sparked their interest and determination to drive 

through that publication.   

 

In 2009 Country Books published 'Winster, Bonsal, Elton and Birchover 

Remembered' ... 'Aspects of Village Life Through Peace and War' by Keith Taylor 

(Reference 1).  It is the definitive work:  400 pages, well over 100,000 words, the 

paperback edition weighing in at well over one kilogram.  Elton Local History Group 

contributed to the writing of that book. However, it is now out of print and not widely 

available.  Also, it is very much a reference book, covering a wider geographical area 

in great detail, rather than an easy read about just Elton.  

 

In 2001 Middleton by Youlgreave Village History Group had produced 'Our Middleton 

... An historical celebration of the ancient parish of Middleton and Smerrill'. 

(Reference 8)   That is an easier read about a neighbouring village which has much 

similarity and some overlap with Elton. 

 

In 2014, Jane Snodgrass used 'Elton Remembers' and 'Winster, Bonsal, Elton and 

Birchover Remembered' in preparation for the church service to mark the Centenary 

of the Start of World War One.   

 

In 2018 Major Jonathan Snodgrass did likewise in preparation for the church service 

to mark the Centenary of the Armistice at the end of World War One.  'Elton 

Remembers', which had previously been only one paper copy in the church and one 

paper copy held by Elton Local History Group, was scanned and that electronic 

version added to www.eltonderbyshire.com in order to help secure it for the future 

and to make it more widely accessible.   

 

http://www.eltonderbyshire.com/


In 2020, preparations for the national remembrance of the 75th Anniversaries of 

Victory in Europe (VE) Day 8 May 1945 and Victory over Japan (VJ) Day 15 August 

1945 prompted production of this Supplement to 'Elton Remembers'. 

 

The authors of 'Elton Remembers' did a wonderful job.  However, it was deliberately 

limited just to recording those who were killed.   

 

There is a wider picture, which this Supplement is intended to paint.   

 

There are still almost certainly oral histories and memorabilia in various Elton 

families.  For instance, much of the content of this Supplement has been compiled or 

written by John Stone, son of Clifford Stone who served in World War Two, some of 

it from personal family records and some from conversations remembered.   There 

are still just a few who lived in the village during World War Two and remember 

servicemen who died in that war, for instance, Billy Glossop and George Carson.  

Billy Glossop and Phylis Gibbs, who now lives in Swanwick, both still take part in 

Remembrance Sunday to honour the brothers that they knew who died in World War 

Two.  But there are more who remember those who served in that war and returned.  

The publication of this Supplement may prompt the capture of some more of that 

history before "Time like an ever-rolling stream bears all its sons away ... ".  

 

This is a Supplement to 'Elton Remembers'; it is not a stand-alone document.  In 

general, information that is readily available in 'Elton Remembers' is not repeated in 

this Supplement.   

 

(It is possible that Elton Remembers and this Supplement may at some point in 

future be combined into one publication, but there are no current plans to do that.) 

 

We hope that the initial production of this Supplement will not be the end of the story.   

 

Elton Local History Group will always be pleased to be advised of mistakes or 

to receive further information or inclusions.   

 

The Supplement can then be revised or added to in future, and a Revision Date 

added.    

 
We hope that it will provide an opportunity for others (“ ... that includes you at the 
back!” ) to add to the story for example by: 

 further research (Some possible projects and items that need to be confirmed 
(TBC) are noted in the text.)  

 offering memorabilia or photographs or oral histories from local families for 
inclusion  

 interviewing and recording those with memories of events and the people 
involved before those memories slip away  



 and, possibly, projects or activities at our school 

As Lord Kitchener might have put it, with a stern face and a pointing finger:   
  

“Your Local History Group Needs You!” 
  
Or as President John F Kennedy might have put it with rather more charm:   
  

“Ask not what your Local History Group can do for you. 
Ask what you can do for your Local History Group.” 

 

Paper copies of 'Elton Remembers' and this 'Supplement' should be in All Saints' 

Church.  To aid identification of the relevant graves, please feel free to take the 

paper copy into the churchyard.   

 

Electronic copies of 'Elton Remembers' and this 'Supplement' should also be on the 

Elton village website www.eltonderbyshire.com.  This may be helpful if the church is 

locked and / or the paper copy not available.   

  

http://www.eltonderbyshire.com/


 

 

Chapter One  

 

Call to Arms! 

 

All Who Served in the Armed Forces 

In World Wars One and Two 

 

Introduction 

 

At the end of World War One, the creation of War Memorials in villages, towns, 

cities, businesses and organisations left us with a readily accessible record of those 

who died in armed service during that war.  This was continued after World War 

Two, and indeed following subsequent armed forces' engagements, largely by the 

addition of names to those existing memorials.  That commemoration has recently 

been reinforced by the creation of the National Memorial Arboretum at Alrewas in 

Staffordshire.  

 

Hence, we in Elton have our World War One and World War Two memorials and, 

subsequently, the booklet 'Elton Remembers' which record those who were killed.   

  

That concentration on those who were killed is very understandable.  There was 

generally less, if any, recording of all the others who had served in the armed forces 

during the two world wars and survived to return to their families and communities.   

 

After the wars there would have been very profound feelings of relief and gratitude 

by those who returned and their families.  Inevitably this might well have been tinged 

by incomprehension and even sometimes guilt that they or their loved ones had 

been spared, while their relatives, neighbours or friends had not.   

 

Conversely, the families of those killed or wounded may, understandably, have had 

strong feelings about those who had served but survived unscathed, those who were 

exempt from war service, those who had been conscripted at coal mines (‘Bevin 

Boys’) or any conscientious objectors.  

 

Strong stuff indeed in a small village ...  

 

Moreover, there was a general sense amongst those who had been to war and their 

communities to get on with lives which had been so rudely interrupted.  Both world 

wars had been ruinously expensive for the country.  Also, post World War One, the 

country suffered the devastating Spanish flu epidemic of 1918 to 1920, which in 

Britain killed a quarter of a million people.  The promised "Land Fit For Heroes" 



proved to be somewhat of an illusion.  And there were livings to be earned ....  And 

post World War Two there was a "Baby Boom" to begat and to be cared for ...  

 

People and communities, therefore had other priorities than to make lists and 

memorials to those who had served in the armed forces and returned.  Such 

information is therefore scarce or less readily available.   

 

Given a name and date of birth, a 'record of service' is available on request from the 

Ministry of Defence (MOD) Records Office for any individual who has served in the 

armed forces.  However, what the MOD is not equipped to do is to answer the 

question: "Who from Elton and the immediate area served in the armed forces in 

World Wars One and Two?"  That question has to be answered locally, as far as it 

can be.  

 

We should try to remember all those who served in the armed forces, not just those 

who were killed.  Everyone who served, either as a regular, a volunteer or a 

conscript, took an oath of allegiance to their King.  All potentially put themselves in 

harm's way in the service of others: "I vow to thee my country all earthly things 

above  ..." (Sir Cecil Spring Rice).  All were changed by the sometimes faraway 

places that they had seen and the wide variety of people that they had met but 

principally by the often horrific events that they had been involved in.  Anybody 

required to "Kill or be killed!" is changed forever.  Many of those who returned were 

damaged physically or mentally.  Many never talked about their military service, 

often because that would have been too difficult for them.  

 

As explained above, the war memorials in All Saints' church record just the names of 

those who were killed.  The Church of England is the 'Established Church' and 

hence presumably followed national guidelines or practice.   

 

However, our Non-Conformists were not thus constrained.  It is worth noting the 

exact wording on the war memorial window in the Old Reform Chapel (see Cover 

and Chapter 3) and how it differs from the two in the church.   

 

"TO THE GLORY OF GOD AND IN LOVING MEMORY OF 

THE MEN OF THIS PARISH WHO FELL & SERVED IN 

THE GREAT WAR 1914 – 1918" 

 

Which may be paraphrased as: 

In Loving Memory of 

 The men who fell and the men who served. 

 

QED  

Thank you the Non-Conformists! 

(As always.) 



  

Comparison of World Wars One and Two 

 

Anything to do with statistics comparing the two world wars is surprisingly difficult.  

What we would like is one simple table, from one source, comparing like with like.  

Often, however, what is available is 'apples compared with oranges' and from 

different sources.  For our purposes here, the following may provide a useful general 

guide. 

 

Wikipedia has separate articles for each of the two world wars (References 2 and 3).  

Using figures from each article for the Regular British Army (i.e. not including Empire 

or Commonwealth forces, the other British armed services, or the Home Guard) we 

have:  

 

 

 

 

World War One 

 

 

World War Two 

 

British Army 

 

 

Maximum Strength 

(Not Total Mobilised During the War) 

  

3.8 Million 

 

The Total Mobilised throughout the war must 

have been very much greater due to throughput 

and including the number killed below and many 

of the wounded below.   

 

Say 5.85 Million  

 

(The above figure calculated from killed 

casualties at 11.5% rate taken from Reference 

4) 

 

 

Total Mobilised  

During the War 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.9 Million 

 

i.e. Half the number 

for World War One 

 

Killed 

 

 

673,000 or 11.5% 

 

300,000 or 10.3% 

 

Wounded 

 

 

1.6 Million or 27.4% 

 

376,000 or 13.0% 

 

World War One involved twice the number of individuals from the British Army as 

World War Two.  The chances of being killed in the Army were similar at around 11% 



but the chances of being wounded in World War One were twice that of World War 

Two.   

 

(Of course, The Royal Navy and later the Royal Air Force were also vital.  However, 

they were both much smaller and so for simplicity they are not taken into 

consideration here.)  

  

Let us see how that overall picture above is reflected in such information as we have 

for Elton and immediate area - presented below. 

 

World War One 

 

We have the 11 names on the World War One memorial.   

 

We also have the poem below:   

 

Our Roll of Honour 
 

Forth from our midst they have gone, our gallant sixteen 

To follow where duty shall lead, whate’er it may mean. 

Loneliness, danger, and pain, to some may befall,  

But our love, deep inspired by prayer will follow them all. 

 

FRANK HARDY claims our praise for deeds most bravely done 

In France he shed his blood, and Honour’s cross he won. 

Young CHARLIE CARSON fights with the Royal Engineers 

Who oft through danger go, as our army’s pioneers. 

 

And PERCY CARSON too, left a wife and cosy home 

With the Royal Engineers to cross the wintry foam. 

JOE HARDY as a middy smart to Indies’ Isles has gone: 

We trust that well and brave and bold he will return anon. 

 

The Elton Sherwood Foresters attention now must claim,  

We hope for each the truest good as here we find his name. 

There’s HENRY SPENCER, EDWARD WOOD, and HARRY ALLINSON 

We’re sure that when they get to work they’ll make some Germans run. 

 

TOM MOSELEY and BERT CARSON now swell the goodly crowd,  

With RAYMOND ROOSE, a soldier lad of whom his granny’s proud. 

See ARTHUR TAYLOR, ARTHUR STONE, and with them JOSEPH DALE,  

They dauntless step, and never foe shall make their spirits quail. 

 



WILL MARSDEN and NORMAN STONE, and ALFRED HEATHCOTE too 

Have joined the ranks to show the Huns what Elton lads can do. 

These valiant lads have gone from us to fight on field and foam,  

God bless them, keep them brave and true, and bring them safely home. 

 

 

A. M. THOMPSON. 

  
Marshall, Printer, Winster 

 

But we don't know anything about the author, A M Thomson, or its publication and 

particularly the date of the poem. 

 

The poem starts with the line "Forth ... they have gone, our gallant sixteen".  That is 

a very low number (see below).  And its tone is very upbeat, gung ho, or even 

jingoistic.  This might also indicate that it was published relatively early in the war, 

before the worst of fatigue set in.  It includes Frank Hardy being wounded, but no 

deaths (three of the sixteen died later:  Harry Allison, Joseph Hardy, Joseph Dale).   

 

However, we do have some clues from 'Elton Remembers'.  In alphabetical order: 

 

 Harry Allison:  We do not have a date of birth but 'Elton Remembers' states: 

"On the 1901 census he is aged 3 ... baptised 6 March 1898 ... died ... age 18, 

on 21 October 1916."  (NB.  His military headstone states 21 November 1916! 

A mistake somewhere?) The census and baptism would indicate that he was 

born in 1898, perhaps March. Thus his 18th birthday would have been in 

March 1916 and his 19th March 1917.   

 Joseph Dale was born February 1893 and died age 24 in May 1917.   

 Joe or Joseph Hardy was born in 29 May 1899 and died in October 1918 

aged 19.  His 16th birthday would have been 29 May 1915 and his 17th 29 May 

1916.   

 

In most cases, 'Elton Remembers' records a place of enlistment but does not record 

any enlistment dates (and finding those would require further research through the 

MOD Records Office). However, 'Winster, Bonsall, Elton and Birchover 

Remembered' (Reference 1) does include some enlistment information including, 

again in alphabetical order:  

  

 Harry Allison: "... early in 1916 age 18 ..."  

 Joseph Dale: "... November 1914 ..."   

 Joseph Hardy: "... shortly into the war, aged around 16 ..."   

 



Joseph Dale enlisted in 1914.  But Harry Allison and Joseph Hardy enlisted much 

later (the phrase about Joseph Hardy's enlistment " ... shortly into the war ... " 

presumably refers to a matter of years, not months or weeks). The poem must have 

been written after Harry Allison and Joseph Dale had both enlisted, say between 

March and May 1916.   

 

Harry Allison died in November 1916.  In the poem he is very much alive, so the 

poem was published before October/November 1916.   

 

Verse four of the poem includes three Sherwood Foresters, Henry Spencer, Edward 

Wood and Harry Allison, in the line "We're sure that when they get to work they'll 

make some Germans run".  This appears to indicate that they had not yet been 

deployed to France.  Could they have been three 'pals' who joined the Sherwood 

Foresters, the county regiment, together in early 1916?  And could this have been as 

a result of the start of conscription in January 1916?   

 

At the start of World War One, those serving in the British Army were the regulars, 

territorials, and some recalled reservists.  They were allegedly referred to by the 

German Kaiser as a "contemptible little army".  The veterans later adopted the title 

the "Old Contemptibles" with pride.  We have no indication that there were any Elton 

men amongst them.  From the start of the war there were volunteers, forming 

Kitchener's New Army including "The First Hundred Thousand".  Conscription was 

introduced for single men in January 1916 and for married men (except widowers 

with children) from May 1916.  The low number of sixteen in the poem does indicate 

that it may well have been written before large numbers had been conscripted.  It is 

a 'snapshot' of a moment, apparently fairly early in the war.  By the end of the war 

the total number of those from Elton who had served over the four years, including 

the eleven who eventually died, would have been very considerably more.   

 

Analysis of statistics for World War One of those mobilised and those who became 

casualties is very complex and fraught with difficulties.  See: 

 

What Were The Actual Odds Of Dying In World War One? Step into the shoes 

of the British Tommy and examine the stats that determined his chances of 

life or death (Reference 4) 

 

That article has many pages of detailed statistics and analysis.  The arguments and 

conclusions are complex; it is however a very engaging read for those interested in 

military history.  

 

However, for Elton, let us try to do some simple estimates.   

 

Estimate One 

 



Let us start with population.  The 1911 census records a population of 440 and the 

1921 census records 400.  Straight line interpolation would indicate a population of 

420 at the start of World War One in 1914 and 400 at the end in 1918, with a mean 

or average of 410.  So, the population dropped by 20 over the course of the war.  We 

know that 11 of these were those recorded on the war memorial as having been 

killed in armed service.   

 

Approximately half the population would have been female.  Practically no females 

served in the armed services in World War One (and relatively few in World War 

Two).  So, using the average of 410, our target cohort is reduced to 205.   

 

Those of military service age, say 18 to 40 (or age 50 towards the end of the war), 

might represent half, reducing the target cohort to about 103. (That figure of a half is 

just a guess.  If anyone had the time and inclination to research national population 

statistics over the course of that war it ought to be possible to arrive at a more 

accurate figure.) 

 

Some would be exempt from military service because of their 'reserved occupation'.   

 

The Royal Cornwall Museum, covering an area of agriculture and mineral mining and 

processing similar to Elton, was looked at because it might have provided their local 

statistics (Reference 5).  However, it only records the picture nationally, presumably 

from other sources: 

 

For the First World War, reserved occupations included (but were not limited to), 

a selection of clergymen, farmers, doctors, teachers, certain classes of industrial 

worker e.g. coal miners, train drivers and those working in the shipyards, those in 

the iron and steel industries especially in factories which were producing vital 

ammunition and equipment for the front lines. 

 1915: Of the almost 5 million men of conscription age not already in the 

military, over 1.5 million were employed in reserved occupations. 

 By November 1918, 2.5 million men were officially regarded as being in a 

reserved occupation. 

Elton and Gratton had many farms, mostly family run, and the farmers would be able 

to claim exemption from service.  The records of The Cheese Factory at Gratton 

relate that the manager fought, successfully, for an exemption from military service 

for the young man who was responsible for the very large number of pigs there.  

Coal Miners were exempt war service; indeed, in World War Two many non miners 

were recruited as 'Bevin Boys' to work down coal mines rather than be conscripted 

into the armed services.  It seems probable however that those involved in Elton's 

various mineral mines and quarries, sometimes part time and self employed, would 

not be exempt.  The refractory bricks made at Friden were used in the manufacture 



of iron and steel.  It is not known if those who worked at Friden were exempt military 

service, but it seems possible.  There was one clergyman and one male teacher who 

would have been exempt. (The doctor was in Winster, not in Elton).  With a high 

percentage of farmers in the community it seems possible that Elton had a higher 

proportion of exemption from service than the national average.   

 

And there may have been a small number of 'conscientious objectors' (see below). 

 

However, at least some, and possibly many, who were potentially exempt from 

service would have volunteered anyway:  patriotism, community pressure, 

friendships, a sense of adventure and a fear of being considered a coward are all 

strong drivers (see the story of Clifford Stone in World War Two below). Remember 

the 'Pals Battalions', particularly from the northern industrial towns and cities. Service 

in the armed forces did at least offer regular pay and food.  And presumably nobody 

could actually be forced to carry on farming ...! 

 

So, the target cohort would be reduced again.  Let us guess to say 80. 

 

And all who were recruited to the armed services would have had to meet the basic 

physical and medical requirements.  In the cities the percentage who failed to meet 

those requirements was high.  However, in Elton people were perhaps better fed, 

fitter and healthier:  think 'big strapping farming lads' (plus ca change ...!). 

Our final target cohort liable to have been enlisted at any one time might thus have 

been reduced to say 70.  But that figure was arrived at via a lot of assumptions (aka 

guesswork!). 

 

That last figure is a snapshot, and over the four years of the war, this was a 

changing cohort, with some falling out of that cohort, because they become older 

than the maximum service age (40 later 50) and the 11 who were killed in service, 

and some joining that cohort as they reached service age of say 18 (although many 

joined underage).  The total number of people who would have served over the 

course of the four years would have been somewhat bigger than the suggested 70, 

let us say 80.   

 

Estimate Two 

 

From "Our Roll of Honour", we can compare the 3 who subsequently died, i.e. listed 

on the war memorial, with the list of "our gallant sixteen" and find a ratio of 19%.  We 

can then apply that percentage to the 11 names on the war memorial to give a figure 

of 58 for those who served, a significantly lower figure than Estimate One.  But "Our 

Roll of Honour" was a snapshot of those serving in say early 1916 and the war 

memorial reflects those who served throughout the war, so that ratio could have 

been subject to a number of unknown independent and complex variables; for 

instance it is possible that the casualty rate was higher earlier in the war than later.   



 

So, we now have two figures of approximately 80 and 60 arrived at via two routes.   

We could, however, have approached this via a third route.   

 

Estimate Three 

 

BBC News/Magazine (Reference 6): 

 

In the UK around six million men were mobilised, and of those just over 

700,000 were killed. That's around 11.5%.   

 

And we have 11 names on the war memorial; that would indicate a figure of 105 for 

those who served.  

 

Of the three estimates, the last one above, i.e. a total figure 105 for those who 

served, might be the most accurate estimate, unless there are any particular reasons 

why the men of Elton who went to war should have had a casualty rate different from 

the national average.   

 

So, we have some indication that over the course of the war, out of a population of 

Elton at any one time of say 410, approximately between 60 and 100 men went to 

war.  We know the names of 24 of them, i.e. 16 on “Our Roll of Honour” and 11 on 

the War Memorial, with 3 common to both lists.   

 

The following surnames from the poem and the war memorial can be still found 

today in or near to Elton:  Alsop, Carson, Glossop, Hardy, Heathcote, Marsden, 

Moseley, Stone.  There is still a lady in the village whose maiden name was Dale. In 

the fairly recent past there were families in the village named Wood and Roose. 

(Any others? TBC).  Some, but not all, will be direct descendants of those listed in 

the poem or on the war memorial.  Some may have memorabilia.   

 

But, it seems that there must have been another say 50 to 80 who served and we 

don't readily know who they were.   

 

(In its 400 pages of tightly packed information, 'Winster, Bonsall, Elton and Birchover 

Remembered' (Reference 1) does have some nuggets of information about a few of 

them, but for our purposes here they would need to be researched and recorded 

separately.  ANOTHER PROJECT FOR SOMEONE?)  

 

We must remember that for every person killed in that war, there were almost three 

times as many wounded.  Based on the figure of 11 names on the World War One 

memorial, there would probably have been around 30 who had been recorded as 

wounded.  And there would probably have been more who would have suffered what 



might then have been referred to as 'Shell Shock', or what may now categorised 

Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD).   

 

Their service is not recorded in the village.  In the absence of any local written 

record, and without extensive searching of national records, they would appear to be 

'lost in the mists of time'.  

 

However, remember the 'Silent Soldiers' created by the Royal British Legion (RBL) 

for the 100th Anniversary of the Armistice.  "The Silent Soldiers are near life-size 

silhouettes of a First World War ‘Tommy’ cut from black dibond," (Reference 7).   

There is one stored in the vestry of All Saint's Church to be brought out on 

Remembrance Sundays.   

 

At least some of our 50 to 80 missing real 'Silent Soldiers' still, just, cast a shadow in 

the village.  Nationally, the last of those who served in World War One have died (or 

as Old Comrades are wont to say: "Gone on the Advance Party!").  But some may 

still be remembered by younger relatives and friends remaining.  We won't now get 

chapter and verse direct from those World War One veterans themselves.  However, 

we may still be able to collect the names of at least some of them and maybe some 

of their history.  Given a name and a date of birth, it might be possible to get their 

record of service from the MOD Records Office.   

 

(THERE'S A PROJECT THERE FOR SOMEONE .....)  

 

Some Biographical Notes 

(Additional to those in 'Elton Remembers')  

 

Harry Allison  

 

Billy Glossop has stated that Harry Allison was killed on Elton Moor riding a motor 

bike whilst on leave, apparently whilst visiting home prior to embarkation.  However, 

'Winster, Bonsall, Elton and Birchover Remembers' states:  "He ... joined 3rd 

Battalion Sherwood Foresters, a training battalion.  At the time of his death ... the 

battalion was serving as a training battalion in the Sunderland area.  He entered 

hospital due to illness, and died there.  His comrades brought the body by rail to his 

mother's house at Elton and they remained to provide a firing party and sound the 

"Last Post" at his graveside in the presence of a large crowd of sympathisers, 

including children from the local school."   

 

Billy is reporting what he remembers being told as a boy long after the event.  

However, "accident" and "hospital due to illness" are not necessarily contradictory.  

The hospital may have been local to Elton, not at Sunderland.   

 



He was buried with full military honours including a standard military headstone not 

because he was killed on offensive operations but because he was 'serving with the 

colours' at the time of his death. 

 

Harry Allison and John William Boam  

John Stone recently wrote a history of Elton Cricket Club prior to World War One: 

 

1914 – Elton Cricket Club and the Onset of War 

 

‘The lamps are going out all over Europe.  We shall not see them lit again in 

our lifetime’ the British Foreign Secretary, Sir Edward Grey, famously 

remarked on the eve of the UK entering the First World War in August 1914.   

The Annual Report of Elton Cricket Club for 1914 is a particularly interesting 

read – not least because that season was played out against this most sinister 

of backdrops.  Indeed, before stumps were drawn at the conclusion of the 

final game of that unusual summer, war had been formally declared.  By the 

time the Club’s 1914 Annual Report was finalised and printed in the early 

months of 1915, it’s highly likely that at least some Elton cricketers were 

amongst the hundreds of thousands of men who had already volunteered for 

service and who were well into their initial period of basic training.   I will 

return to the subject of the war later in this piece but first – a few words about 

the cricket. 

     

John Stone's "few words about the cricket" are available direct from John (The 

Wisden of Elton) for anyone interested in the batting averages. However, for our 

purposes here, let us move on to his conclusion: 

 

The accounts list the 29 players who each paid a member’s subscription of 

two shillings and sixpence and it is a quick scan of their names which re-

ignites the connection with the First World War.  I doubt whether Harry Allison 

or John William Boam regarded themselves as the shining lights of Elton 

Cricket.  Certainly their respective playing contributions in 1914 were fairly 

modest.  Harry - just 16 years of age in 1914 - batted for the first eleven on six 

occasions for a total aggregate of 10 runs.  John turned out for the first eleven 

just twice scoring only three runs in total.   Although their names were little 

more than footnotes at the lower end of that season’s batting averages, these 

two men will endure in this village long after most of us are forgotten.  For 

both of them would lose their lives in the service of their country within the 

space of a couple of months towards the end of 1916. Each Remembrance 

Sunday, the names of the eleven Elton men who perished in the First World 

War and the two who lost their lives in the Second World War are 

remembered in Elton Church.  Harry Allison and John William Boam are, of 

course, among the names read aloud on that day each year. 



 

 

 

World War Two 

 

Let us again start with population.  The 1931 census records a population of 462 and 

the 1951 census records 480 (there was no census in 1941). Straight line 

interpolation would indicate a population of 470 at the start of World War Two in 

1939 and 475 at the end in 1945, with a mean or average of 472.  So, the population 

increased by 5 over the course of the war, and we know that 2 were recorded on the 

war memorial as having been killed in armed service.   

 

In the consideration of World War One above, we noted that the names of those who 

were mobilised in that war are 'lost in the mists of time' and it is difficult even to 

ascertain the numbers involved with any certainty.  However, for World War Two we 

have A LIST!   

 

The word that we are all now looking for is "Alleluia!" because: 

 

 We have names. 

 We have numbers, so we don't have to do the tortuous estimates done for 

World War One. 

 These World War Two numbers tend to confirm one of the estimates of 

numbers for World War One see below. 

 

John Stone wrote:   

 

"My dad and I put this together some years ago.  He was not sure whether 

two of the men shown did actually sign up but I have included them to be on 

the safe side.  It is almost inevitable that somebody will come forward to point 

out someone who has been missed off but this was dad’s very best shot at it 

at the time.   

 

Royce Carson 

Thomas 

Andrews 

Albert Buxton 

Frederick 

Marsden 

Roy Bibby 

Frank Bunting 

Alan Dakin 

Walter Twigg 

Frank Elliott 

Wilfred Elliott 

Douglas Turner 

Ted Wood 

Joe Wood 

Ronald Ashton 

Frederick 

Glossop  

Oswald Swift 

Clifford Stone 



Kenneth 

Glossop 

Edwin Stone 

Frederick 

Smedley 

Eric Andrews 

Harold Glossop 

Clifford Goodwin 

Edward Glossop 

Alwyn Stone 

 

Note – Ted Wood and Joe Wood had left Elton shortly before the war began." 

For our purposes here, we need not consider Ted Wood and Joe Wood.  That leaves 

a list of 23.  It is interesting again to note the following family names from the list still 

occur in Elton:  Andrews, Buxton, Carson, Elliott, Glossop, Goodwin, Marsden, 

Stone, Twigg. (any others? TBC)   

 

As noted above for World War One, the consideration of statistics for those 

mobilised and casualties killed and wounded in World War Two is complex and can 

be confusing.  However, it is seems that the number of British Army mobilised was 

considerably smaller at around 3 million, and that the number killed was around 

300,000 giving a ratio of 10% (very similar to World War One) with approximately a 

further 13% wounded (a very much lower figure than World War One).  

 

There are two names on the World War Two memorial compared with the eleven on 

the World War One memorial.  This is significantly lower and is consistent with the 

general pattern nationally.    

 

And 2 killed as a ratio of the 23 who were mobilised is 9%.  This compares very 

closely with the national ratio of 10%.  BINGO !! 

 

The fact that the killed casualty rate for World War Two corresponds closely to the 

national average would tend to indicate that it might have been similar in World War 

One. This would reinforce the estimate that approximately 105 men from Elton 

served in the armed forces during World War One (unless we know of any good 

reason to think that Elton's experience in World War One should have been different 

from that in World War Two or different from the national average).   

 

Of the 21 on the list who were mobilised and survived, statistically it is probable that 

there might have been 3 who were categorised as wounded.  And there would 

probably have been more who would have what is now categorised PTSD.   

 

In Elton, of those on the list of 23 who served in World War Two, all have died.   

 

John Stone wrote:  

 



"When I was a child a fair sized group of them used to stand at the memorial 

window in Church on Remembrance Sunday.  As the years passed, the group 

got smaller and smaller until.......well, you know."   

 

But many of them are certainly still remembered by relatives and friends remaining.  

We won't now get chapter and verse direct from those World War Two veterans 

themselves.  However, we may still be able to collect some of their history locally.  

And, given a name and a date of birth, it would be possible to get their 'record of 

service' from the MOD Records Office.   

 

And we might do similarly for any conscripted as ‘Bevin Boy’ miners, or women 

employed in munitions factories, or in the Land Girls.  

 

Did we have any 'special' wartime employments such as Blexley Park Codebreakers 

or Staff?  (At least one Gratton family had a member who worked at Blexley.)  Or 

Special Operations Executive ... ?  It's unlikely, but they all came from somewhere ...  

In Matlock, Smedley's Hydro (now the County Offices) housed the School of Military 

Intelligence in World War Two.   

 

And what local industries were switched directly to the war effort ... ? 

 

(THERE'S ANOTHER PROJECT OR TWO THERE FOR SOMEONE.....)  

 

The Home Guard 

 

The Home Guard was set up in May 1940 as Britain's 'last line of defence' against 

German invasion.  Members of this 'Dad's Army' were usually men above or below 

the age of conscription and those unfit or ineligible for front line military service.   

 

'Winster, Bonsall, Elton and Birchover Remembered' (Reference 1) has a 

comprehensive account of the Elton Platoon: 

 

The headquarters of Elton Home Guard (No. 7 Platoon, "B" Company 1st 

Battalion Derbyshire Home Guard) was to be found at Elton School.  It 

consisted of three sections of 12 men each. In immediate charge was Second 

Lieutenant John Lomas from Bridge Farm, Darley Dale, South Darley.  

Amongst the 36 men in the Platoon were Sergeant Wint (gamekeeper on the 

Stanton Estate) and Corporal Bert Marshall, who also worked for the Estate.  

Other members included Ned Boam, Rex Stone, Arthur Ball, Peter Carson, 

Bert Gilbert and Dave and Arnold Glossop (Arnold had the Elton milk round), 

as well as Privates Elliott, Walker and Johnson.   

On their training evenings, John Lomas assembled the men on the 

road outside the school and marched them into the premises, possibly for 



lectures on tactics or the use of certain weapons.  At the end of training they 

assembled in the street once more and were dismissed. 

When the equipment eventually arrived for the Platoon, their main 

weapon was the Canadian Ross .300 rifle.  As with the Birchover Platoon, 

they possessed the cumbersome Blackabombard mortar and practised with it 

on the firing range at Stanton-in-Peak.  David Glossop from Sacheveral Farm, 

on Elton Moor, was in charge of this particular weapon.  Later around ten sten 

guns arrived and training in the use of these weapons and in throwing hand 

grenades also took place at Stanton firing range. 

In 1944, the Elton Platoon, represented by Lance Corporal Glossop 

and Privates Elliot, Wint, Walker and Johnson were winners of the Sector 

Spigot Mortar Competition.   

The Platoon's main look-out post was in a cow shed on Moor Lane, in a 

field about 200 yards from the road.  It had a stove and a chimney, so that tea 

could be brewed up.  Four men would be on duty each night, with one on 

guard duty, the others sleeping, before another took over.  When Sheffield 

was being badly bombed, however, they were all awake, viewing the bright 

glow of distant fires.  A field radio was in operation to help provide a 

communications link. 

On some evenings, and especially at weekends, exercises were held 

on local hills and in disused quarries, overgrown with the growth of trees, 

which were believed to be possible vantage points for any German 

paratroopers.  Some members played the role of defenders, whilst others 

were involved in the attack. 

It was eventually decided that Elton Platoon, as part of Darley Dale "B" 

Company, should be transformed into the Company's mobile unit, consisting 

of two lorries, a car and a motor-cycle despatch rider.  If anything was 

reported amiss, it was the unit's responsibility to get to the scene first.  On 

board the vehicles they carried a sten gun and the cumbersome mortar. 

At one meeting of Company Officers at the Square and Compass Inn 

at Darley Bridge, a Colonel from the regular army arrived to test and assess 

the readiness of the unit.  It was agreed that the Colonel and staff should set 

off ahead of the mobile unit and take up defensive positions in the vicinity of 

Sydnope Hall.  However, embarrassment occurred, for when the Colonel 

arrived at Darley Station, the gates were closed to allow the passage of a very 

long freight train.  The mobile unit, with their local knowledge, diverted along 

Old Road and arrived at Sydnope Hall well ahead of the army party and took 

over the grounds unopposed.   

Not everyone was happy to participate in the activities of the Home 

Guard, or to attend every meeting required of the.  Local papers of the time 

reported two cases concerning men from the Elton area came before the 

court on charges of not attending.   

In early December 1943 a member of Elton Home Guard was 

summoned before Bakewell court for being absent without reasonable excuse 



on four dates in September.  The defendant admitted the offence on 

September 2nd and 9th but denied them regards to the other two dates, 

September 16th and 23rd.   

The defendant had enrolled on July 20th 1940.  He had never at any 

time been called upon to perform more than 48 hours duty in one month. 

On August 27th Second Lieutenant John Lomas sent the defendant an 

order by registered post to attend Home Guard duties on those dates, at Elton 

at 8pm but the defendant did not do so.  Evidence by P.C. Wells showed that 

the defendant's work sheet showed he finished work in time for him to attend. 

His explanation was that he worked seven days a week.  He did not 

feel he was able to go on parade as well.  John Lomas reported that the 

parade never lasted more than two hours.  The defendant was fined £7 in 

respect of the four offences.   

In a court case in July 1944, two men working at a farm in the 

Elton/Gratton area gave their defence at a Bakewell court as not receiving the 

notices to enrol on April 12th.   

When interviewed, they said in their judgement, the work on the farm 

was of greater national importance than joining the Home Guard.  Solicitor 

Charles Lymn, defending them, said that these men were working on a farm 

of 306 acres with over 50 beasts.  They worked from 6am to 9pm and they felt 

they were doing work of national importance.   

One of the men told the court that he had no intention of joining and 

that he worked until 12 midnight in the summer.  The Chairman of the Bench 

dismissed the case, since he was not satisfied the paper work for enrolment 

had reached them (and interesting aspect of the case is that their solicitor was 

a Major, and Commanding Officer in "B" Company Home Guard, the very 

Company they were being asked to enrol in)  

 

 

Middleton by Youlgreave had a Home Guard platoon, which is recorded in the book 

'Our Middleton', Chapter 9 (Reference 8).  At the start of World War Two, the late 

Peter Cavendish (later Major General) was too young to enlist.  He therefore joined 

the Home Guard unit and would, in his old age, recount that the unit would 'mount 

patrols' to The Cheese Factory at Gratton.  The history of The Cheese Factory is 

also recorded in 'Our Middleton', Chapter 4 - at the start of World War Two it was still 

in production.   Maybe the Home Guard patrolled there because it was a significant 

industrial operation and very important in the local economy.  Or maybe because 

they would be given a piece of cheese and a can of whey, or possibly because it 

employed a number of young ladies who might be impressed by the sight of a young 

man in a uniform ...  

 

John Stone records:   

 



"My grandfather Sam Andrews worked at Friden Brickworks during the 

war.  According to my mother’s notes – he stayed up there on Home Guard 

two night per week.  Perhaps the works there were considered a likely enemy 

target? 

 

Closer to home, owing to his reserved occupation status, my father did not 

join up until November 1940.  He was obviously very uncomfortable being one 

of the few young men left in Elton prior to enlisting.  He wrote in his journal as 

follows – ‘I felt I had to be involved in the war effort somehow – so along with 

Eddy Glossop I joined the Home Guard which at that time was called the LDV 

(Look, Duck and Vanish).  Our first duty was at a high point between Winster 

and Bonsall called Lunter Rocks where we were taught how to fire a rifle and 

keep watch for German paratroops – two hours on, four hours off.  We 

eventually moved to our own post – a building at the top of Blakelow’." 

 

LDV actually stood for Local Defence Volunteers. 

 

Given the comedic presentation of the TV series 'Dad's Army, it can be tempting to 

belittle the Home Guard.  However, in a time of great national peril, with a very 

uncertain outcome, many men did their duty.  They epitomised the saying: "Do what 

you can, with what you've got, where you are" (President Theodore (Teddy) 

Roosevelt, quoting Squire Bill Widener).   

 

Some Biographical Notes 

(Additional to those in 'Elton Remembers')  

 

Clifford (Cliff) Stone 

 

John Stone wrote:  

 

"Cliff's War Story – the piece in the latest Echo only covers 1944 and 1945.  I 

think the attached piece (Cliff's war story) is probably more appropriate in that 

it covers the full period of his service.  As Cliff was farming in 1940 and 

needed to get round the ‘reserved occupation’ rules in order to enlist – this 

ties in well with ... comments about reserved occupations. “ 

 

Clifford Stone – An Elton Soldier's Story 

 

Around eighty years ago twenty-five young men left the safe confines of this 

village to fight a war.  Sadly two of them never returned home but those who 

did each had a unique and fascinating story to recount.  This is just one of 

them. 

 



With the exception of his time in the army, Clifford Stone lived all of his 86 

years in this village.  His parents were running the Duke of York when he was 

born there in 1919.  Cliff was educated entirely at Elton school.  And shortly 

after he returned to the village at the end of the war, he married Rene - an 

Elton girl - in All Saints church. 

 

Cliff never spoke a great deal about his wartime experiences but, a few years 

before he died in 2005, he was finally persuaded to commit his memories 

from that time to writing.  What follows here is a brief summary of that record.  

 

We begin in the late summer of 1940, almost a year after the war began.  Cliff 

– now 21 - was not a happy young man.  At that time he was farming in the 

village with his elder brother Rex.  More and more of his mates were being 

called up but Cliff’s farming status seemed to be keeping him away from the 

action he was burning to be part of.  He joined the Home Guard and spent 

many nights in the building at the top of Blakelow on the lookout for German 

paratroops who, deep down, he knew would never come.  For a young man 

so desperate to join up, this was a very poor substitute for the real thing.  

‘There wasn’t many of my age left in the village and I felt quite out of it’, Cliff 

wrote in his journal. 

 

In the autumn of 1940, Cliff received a letter to go before a tribunal in 

Nottingham to renew his ‘reserved occupation’ farming status.  He 

‘accidentally on purpose’ forgot to go and his call up papers (for the Royal 

Artillery) soon arrived. 

 

Mr Rolley (himself a veteran of the 1914-18 war) was one of the few people in 

Elton who owned a car at that time and he volunteered to run Cliff down to 

catch the train from Darley Dale station.   A few hours later Cliff arrived at 

Park Hall Camp near Oswestry where he was to experience his first taste of 

army life.  It was the 14th of November 1940. 

 

Cliff trained initially as a spotter for an anti-aircraft battery.  He learned to 

identify each type of enemy plane and to calculate the bearing and angle of 

flight by telescope, before transmitting this information to the gunners.  After a 

months further training at Anglesey, Cliff’s first real action was in the 

Clydebank Blitz at Paisley near Glasgow.  He particularly remembered the 

smell of the blistering paint there as the brand new guns got hot for the first 

time.  The men were issued with plugs to protect their ears from the deafening 

noise but they were not always worn. 

 



 
Cliff on leave - 1941 

 

Over the course of the next couple of years, Cliff’s anti-aircraft battery 

transferred to various locations throughout the UK – including Londonderry 

and Belfast in Northern Ireland, South Shields and Cornwall.  Early in 1943, 

the battery arrived at Becton in the East End of London where Cliff was able 

to see at first hand the damage the German bombers had inflicted on the 

capital. 

 

The first phase of Cliff’s war was about to end however.  By late 1943, 

preparations for the D Day landings in France were underway and Cliff was 

transferred to 63 Coy RASC (part of the 6th Airborne Division) to commence 

training on Salisbury Plain.  A shilling a day pay rise softened the blow as Cliff 

developed accuracy skills in the dropping of ammunition and food by 

parachute from Dakota aircraft to the Paras on the ground.  Meanwhile Cliff 

watched the Paras with huge admiration as they practised their parachute 

jumps time and again.  ‘They were well worth their two bob a day extra’ he 

observed. 

 

Salisbury Plain was a hive of activity in the period leading up to D Day when 

the Paras made a successful drop into France.  Cliff was in action himself that 

night dropping supplies to the waiting Paras below.  All went well then but a 

few evenings later he had a narrow escape when his plane (this time a 

Stirling) dropped a member of the French resistance (and supplies) just south 

of Paris.  On the way home the plane came under very heavy fire.  The 

aircraft’s tyres were punctured necessitating a hazardous ‘improvised’ 

landing.  The RAF pilot later told Dad that he was pretty sure that ‘it was the 

Yanks who shot them up’! 

 



A few months later, in September 1944, Cliff found himself caught up in the 

dramatic events at Arnhem in Holland – later to be dramatised in Richard 

Attenborough’s famous film ‘A Bridge Too Far.’  Those familiar with the film 

will be aware that, for a variety of reasons, things went very badly for the 

Airborne at Arnhem.  The troops on the ground became so desperate for food 

and ammunition that Cliff and his colleagues were required to attempt to drop 

supplies to them at very low levels in broad daylight.  Not surprisingly, the 

British planes suffered massive losses and Cliff was very fortunate to survive 

the experience.  Many of his friends were not so lucky.  ‘Four fifths of the Div 

were either killed or captured.  We were given 14 days leave immediately we 

got back.  I think it was to boost morale and show that there were still some 

Airborne left alive’, Cliff wrote.  Arnhem had all but written off one of the finest 

divisions in the British Army. 

 

As the war in Europe entered its final stages, Cliff was part of the force which 

made its way through France, Belgium and Holland and on into Northern 

Germany where, on one occasion, they were attacked by German jets -  

something which they had neither seen nor heard of before.  This incident 

was forever etched in Cliff’s memory as his group had to dive into a ditch by 

the side of the road to save themselves.  His close friend Taffy Jones was a 

split second too slow into the ditch and lost his life as a result.  

 

 
Cliff (second from the left) in France – 1944 

 

Danger lurked in many shapes and forms as Cliff himself describes – ‘On our 

way up the Baltic we came across a concentration camp and we released 

some very thin prisoners.  They were very glad to see us.  I had one in my 

wagon – a Russian who had managed to get his hands on a gun.  Every 

German prisoner he saw – out came the gun.  We had to tell him to put it 

away’  



 

Having earlier seen the results of the German bombers’ handiwork in the 

London East End, Cliff was now able to see the other side of the coin in 

Germany.  He recalled the devastation of Osnabruck in particular.  ‘You 

couldn’t tell where the streets were or had been’ he wrote. 

 

Ultimately, Cliff was part of the British force which met up with the Russians at 

Wismar, a pretty German seaside town on the Baltic coast.  A joint victory 

parade was arranged as the troops entered the town. 

 

Victory in Europe was now in the bag but the Japanese were still to be 

defeated and Cliff and his mates found themselves being kitted out for the Far 

East when news came through that the Americans had dropped the atom 

bomb which forced the Japanese to surrender.  This was welcome news for 

British troops who, by this time, were tired of war and certainly did not relish a 

further campaign against a fanatical enemy.  In hindsight, given the terrible 

suffering the atom bomb caused in Japan, it may sound rather cruel but ‘What 

a relief!’ Cliff wrote in his journal reflecting frankly and honestly on a young 

man’s thoughts at the time. 

 

Instead of the Far East Cliff found himself in the Middle East as part of the 

British peace-keeping force in Palestine – spending about six months in Gaza. 

 

Cliff was finally ‘demobbed’ at Manchester in February 1946.  He finished his 

account with the following words – ‘I caught the train to Matlock with the little 

box of clothes they’d given each of us at the Demob centre.  Things hadn’t 

changed much in Elton.  Food etc. was rationed but everything else was 

about the same.  It seemed a bit strange for a while but I soon settled back 

down to life on the farm’.  Sitting on his milking stool at the farm off Winster 

Lane must have seemed a bit quiet after the likes of D Day, Arnhem and 

victory parades at Wismar! 

 



 
Cliff’s ‘Welcome Home’ gift 

 

I still have Cliff’s campaign medals.  Probably taking pride of place amongst 

them is the ‘France & Germany Star’ which was awarded for service in 

France, Belgium, Holland and Germany from 6 June 1944 (D Day) up to 8 

May 1945 (VE Day).  In common with the majority of his comrades, Cliff never 

made a big thing of his wartime experiences.  Yet by their mid-twenties these 

men had seen and done more than most of us would see and do over the 

course of several lifetimes.   

 

I never actually saw Dad wear his medals but there is no doubt that he was 

immensely proud to put on his Airborne tie with its famous Pegasus (winged 

horse) motif.  Cliff seemed to become a couple of inches taller just by wearing 

it.  Inevitably, as time passed, fewer and fewer people would recognise its 

significance but those who did knew that they owed an enormous debt to 

people like my wonderful Dad.   

 

 

More recently John Stone wrote in more detail about his father in the period leading 

up to VE Day:   

 

1945 – VE Day, A Town called Wismar and a Special Christmas Card 

from Belgium 

In a few weeks time we will be marking the 75th anniversary of Victory in 

Europe (VE) Day - 8 May 1945.  Other than his period of war service my 

father, Cliff Stone, lived his entire life in Elton but in the spring of 1945 he was 

witness to some momentous events leading up to VE Day.  Cliff was a 

member of the Sixth Airborne Division, the unit which advanced deeper into 

Nazi Germany than any other British forces, meeting the Russians coming 



from the opposite direction at Wismar on the German Baltic coast on 2 May 

1945.  I remember that Dad was much taken with Wismar.  It had been very 

badly knocked about by allied bombing but he reckoned that it would have 

been ‘a really nice seaside resort in peacetime’.    The front page of the Daily 

Mirror of 4 May 1945 reported the historic event there as follows: 

‘The first British-Russian link-up took place east of Wismar, and while our 

troops and the Red Army men were shaking hands, German prisoners were 

walking by – looking very scared.  Troops of the British Sixth Airborne Division 

broke into cheers when they saw the first Russian tanks rumbling towards 

them.  Then British and Russians ran towards each other.’ 

The British commander, Field Marshall Montgomery, met his Russian 

counterpart at Wismar on 7 May, effectively marking the end of the war in 

Europe.  VE Day was declared the following day.  Meanwhile, a joint victory 

parade was organised in the impressive town square at Wismar with British, 

Canadian and Russian troops taking part.  ‘It was quite a big do’, Cliff wrote in 

his journal in his typically understated style.  There are photographs on the 

internet of the parade itself but the picture I find most interesting is the one 

shown here of the ordinary folk of Wismar, men women and children, standing 

quietly on the pavement watching the ceremonies take place.   

 

German onlookers of the British victory parade, Wismar – 12th May, 1945  

 

These people must have experienced mixed feelings as they observed enemy 

troops (including one from Elton!) parading on their own town square.   In one 

respect they were no doubt thankful that Wismar had been taken by the allies 

without any further fighting but they would also be acutely aware that their 



beautiful town had been heavily bombed by the RAF, the final raid taking 

place only four weeks earlier on 14 April 1945 – resulting in the loss of many 

of their historic buildings and two of Wismar’s three churches. 

Prior to the advance into Germany, Belgium had been liberated by the allies 

and, during a short pause in the advance, my father was billeted there with a 

Belgian family.  They were called the De Smeths and they ran a small 

hardware business in Ghentbrugge.  I remember Dad saying how very kind 

these people had been both to him and to the other soldier billeted with the 

same family - a Scotsman called Jimmy Strachan.  The picture reproduced 

here shows Jimmy and Cliff enjoying what I assume was Belgian beer in the 

De Smeth’s front room – the walls of the small space bedecked with family 

photographs.   

 
Cliff in Belgium – 1944. Cliff is on the right of the picture. 

 

You could be forgiven for concluding that, on the evidence of the photo, war 

doesn’t seem quite so bad after all - as the smiling pair raise their glasses in 

the direction of the camera.  However, we need to bear in mind that these 

men perhaps deserved a little light relief - having only recently survived D Day 

and Arnhem.  And further extreme danger awaited just around the corner.   

On the road again, they were soon to suffer a devastating attack by German 

jets (previously unheard of) as they fought their way into northern Germany.  It 

was at a place called Xanten.  The jets – only just developed by the Germans 

- dropped anti-personnel bombs before machine gunning survivors.  Having 

been one of the few Brits to escape death or capture at Arnhem, Dad was 

again very fortunate to emerge from this episode in one piece.  Many of his 

friends were not so lucky. 

Yet further horror awaited.  As they got closer to the Baltic, Cliff’s unit came 

across and liberated a concentration camp which, shall we say, he found 

extremely shocking.  It would not be appropriate to go into more detail on this 

here.   



On the other hand Cliff was also struck by the extent of the damage 

previously done to German towns and cities by allied bombers.  He mentioned 

Osnabruck in particular which had been almost completely razed – so much 

so that you couldn’t tell where the streets were or had been.   

But back to his short but happy time with the Belgian family.  Amongst Dad’s 

things I have recently come across a Christmas card together with an 

accompanying note he received from the De Smeths after the war ended.  

Their English is a little broken in the note but you get the idea.  It reads as 

follows: 

Dear Friend Cliff 

We send you our best wishes for Christmas and New Year.  Here everything 

is going well and we hope the same for you and family.  Many times we are 

speaking about you and Jimmy and think also on the good evenings passed 

together.  We have not forgotten our English soldier.  We hope to receive a 

few lines in answer.  So all the best to you and family. 

Your friends from Ghentbrugge 

 

John Stone wrote: 

"Of course we will never know for sure whether Dad did respond as he was 

asked.  I think he would have done." 

 

 

        

 

 

  



Chapter 2 

 

The Home Front 

 

Those Who Remained to  

"Keep the home fires Burning"  

 

General 

 

The foregoing 'military' history is separated into the World War One and World War 

Two.  However, this 'civilian' history looks at them together.   

 

To those who lived through both wars they seemed to be something almost 

continuous.  The Armistice in 1918 ended World War One but many servicemen 

continued to serve, for instance in the occupation of the Rhineland and military 

operations in Northern Russia.  Many were not demobilised until 1919.  Although 

World War Two did not start until 1939, the drums of war were beating for a number 

of years before that, and many had enlisted in the Territorial Army or the Auxiliary Air 

Force years before the outbreak of war.  A general question was "How could this be 

happening again after such a short time?".   

 

Elton would be very much unchanged over that time.  In both world wars Elton was 

still largely a farming community with some mining.  By 1939 there was apparently 

still only one tractor in Elton.  (TBC) And most of the farms would still be taking milk 

to The Cheese Factory once a day by horse and cart.  And there was still no mains 

water.  Piped water did not arrive in the village until 1940 and initially was not piped 

into every home.  (TBC) And there would have few if any telephones in private 

houses.  (TBC) 

 

On the home front there was perhaps more commonality in the two wars rather than 

difference, and it seems reasonable to consider them together.    

 

Although in the cities the civilian population was by 1940 involved in the 'Total War', 

the nearest that Elton came to action in World War Two was: 

 

On occasions, bombs were off loaded from German bombers on their return 

home, with six bombs dropped close to Robin Hood's Stride, in the Spring of 

1941, whilst a stick of six landed near Burycliffe, Elton, but never went off.  

The Army arrived to dig them out and exploded them.  Another bomb, a land 

mine, exploded in a field between Elton and Aldwark, but thankfully, on all 

such occasions, no casualties resulted. (Reference 1, page 327) 

 



In our neighbouring parish, a German bomber which was being chased by a British 

fighter released its bombs to lighten its load and these landed between Smerrill and 

Middleton in May 1941(Reference 8, Chapter 9).  Also, in January 1944, a 

Wellington bomber crashed into Smerrill Dale, killing all six of its Australian crew 

(Reference 8, Chapter 13).  

 

The tragedy for those who had family members killed is obvious.  Consider Billy 

Glossop's Mother, Nellie; she lost two brothers, Fred and Richard Glossop, and a 

son, Joseph Frederick Glossop!  The cost of war is incalculable; never let it be 

undertaken lightly.   

 

However, all those who had family members serving in the armed services suffered 

separation and anxiety, some for many years.  For someone who served from early 

in World War Two, and was posted say to the Far East, they could be overseas for 

up to five years.  There was a constant fear that the postman would arrive with a 

telegram from the War Office with a casualty notification:  killed, wounded or missing 

in action.  And although we now know that both world wars we were ultimately 

victorious, during the wars that was far from certain.   

 

And those remaining had to keep family farms and businesses going during the 

absence of their men folk, and in some cases women folk.  And many of the women 

who remained undertook work previously only undertaken by men, e.g. in factories 

including munitions factories (hence increasing the pressure after World War One for 

women's suffrage). (See below John Stone's account of his Mother Rene's war 

work.) 

 

And many families throughout the war had to deal with members returning wounded 

in mind and body.   

 

Food and Rationing 

 

Because of the sea blockade, on the home front food was short compared with 

peace time, and troops had priority for the food that was available.  Ultimately food 

for civilians was rationed.  However, in a farming community such as Elton, food may 

have been more plentiful than in a city.   

 

Reference 1, pages 332 and 333: 

 

Rationing of food arrived in January 1940, although four ration books 

had been ready ever since 1938 (for food, petrol, clothing and furniture).  

Butter, sugar, bacon and ham were first on the list but things did not get really 

difficult till 1942.  By August 1942, sugar and fat rations were each down to 8 

ounces, whilst meat ration was one shilling and two pence a week and 2d of 

this had to go on corned beef.  Bread was never rationed until after the war. 



Shortages resulted in the Government arranging for schools to collect 

rose hips to make into rose hip syrup and many schools went out into the 

hedgerows collecting foxglove leaves to be "bagged" and sent off to collect 

digitalis, for use in medicine.  Chicken was seldom on the menu because 

hens were required for egg production and cattle for milk.  Only pigs were in 

demand for bacon and pork and Government sponsored "Pig Clubs" were set 

up, allowing pig owners so much rationed pig meal. 

Points rationing for clothes came in June 1941 and from now on it was 

points rather than money that counted.  One main blow for children came in 

1942 when sweets' rationing was introduced. 

War brought changes to farming activities.  The convoy system, 

introduced to counter the sinking of shipping by German U-boats meant that 

priority had to be given to munitions and food for the fighting forces and the 

general public.  Therefore the War Agricultural Executive Committee (War Ag) 

encouraged each of the upland village farmers to plough up 10% of their 

grassland for the purposes of growing crops to feed their own animals.  £2 per 

acre would be received if 10% was ploughed for producing oats, wheat, 

turnips, mangols and potatoes.  By 1942, Derbyshire had doubled the 

acreage of ploughed land compared to 1939 (in actual fact, much of the land 

in the upland areas was not really suitable for such cultivation).   

Of course, much Government encouragement was given to individual 

households to "Dig for Victory", using flower gardens to grow food crops and 

increasing the number of allotments that could be tended.  With the 10% 

increase in farmland given over to growing potatoes and turnips etc., extra 

help was required in clearing the fields of stones and for weeding, together 

with picking the crop at harvest time.  Land Army girls could sometimes be 

used but very often the schools allowed the local children time off for "potato 

picking".   

"Rabbiting" became more popular during the wartime years and those 

caught could be sold for the market in the neighbouring cities and towns. ... 

At Elton, young George Carson was also involved in catching rabbits 

that could be taken to Sheffield to be sold, but his method was called 

"lamping".   

Together with an older man, he went out onto Elton Moor late at night 

with a gun.  Whilst his colleague shone a powerful lamp into the darkness, the 

mesmerised rabbits were shot by George.   

 

Women's Land Army  

 

The Imperial War Museum states (Reference 11): 

 

The Women's Land Army (WLA) made a significant contribution to boosting 

Britain's food production during the Second World War. 



Before the Second World War, Britain had imported much of its food. When 

war broke out, it was necessary to grow more food at home and increase the 

amount of land in cultivation. With many male agricultural workers joining the 

armed forces, women were needed to provide a new rural workforce. 

The WLA had originally been set up in 1917 but disbanded at the end of 

the First World War. It reformed in June 1939. Women were initially asked to 

volunteer to serve in the Land Army and, from December 1941, could also 

be conscripted into land work. At its peak in 1944, there were more than 

80,000 women – often known as 'land girls' – in the WLA. 

Land girls did a wide variety of jobs on the land. They worked in all weathers 

and conditions and could be directed to work anywhere in the country. 

 

By autumn 1941, more than 20,000 women had volunteered to serve in the 

Women's Land Army (WLA). One third of these volunteers had lived in 

London or another large city.  

 

By 1944, when the Women's Land Army was at its peak, around one quarter 

of all land girls were employed in some form of dairy work.  

 

Land girls were paid directly by the farmers who employed them. The 

minimum wage was 28s per week and from this, 14s was deducted for board 

and lodging. The average wage for male agricultural workers was 38s per 

week. The basic working week for land girls was 48 hours in winter and 50 in 

summer. Initially there were no holidays – paid or unpaid, just a free travel 

pass after six months. However, conditions improved after 1943 with the 

introduction of the 'Land Girls Charter'. This introduced one week's holiday per 

year and raised the minimum wage. 

 

John Stone wrote:  

 

"Joan Mellor from Nottingham was a Land Army girl.  She came from 

Nottingham to work on one of the farms in Moor Lane.  She caught the eye of, 

and subsequently married, Tom Andrews (one of the Elton Second World War 

men) and lived the rest of her life in Elton. Tom and Joan lived at Roseneath 

in Main Street where they brought up two sons - Barry and Michael – Michael 

(Mick) being a professional motor cycle rider who was European Champion 

Trials rider twice in the early 1970’s and winner of the famous Scottish Six 

Day Trial on a record equalling five occasions.  You will have seen where 

Mick is pictured on the information board by Burycliffe Troughs." 

 

 

 

 

 



Evacuees   

 

Reference 1, pages 320 to 322: 

 

As the might of Germany's armed forces swept across the Polish 

frontier on September 1st 1939, and Britain still remained at peace, the reality 

of the situation was brought home at midday to the people of the district by 

the arrival at Rowsley, Darley Dale, Matlock and Cromford Stations of a 

special train, Number M204, from Manchester.  The evacuees and their 

teachers had arrived, and with them, the realisation that this time there was to 

be no "turning back".  

The Manchester schools involved in the evacuation to the upland 

villages were Ladybarn Boys School and Ladybarn Girls School, of Parrswood 

Road, Withington, and Cavendish Road School, Withington, with pupils 

ranging in ages from five years to almost fourteen.  Each child was provided 

with a small canvas rucksack for carrying clothes, whilst gas masks in 

cardboard boxes had been issued and food for 24 hours had to be carried.  A 

luggage label with their name on was tied to each child's coat. 

Reception centres were organised at the children's destinations .... To 

help out financially, the government paid an allowance to the host family for 

unaccompanied children.  For board and lodgings, they received 10 shillings 

and sixpence for one child under ten years of age, with a rising scale for older 

children.  As they left the station for their village destination, the children were 

each handed a carrier bag containing a packet of McVities biscuits, sweets, 

tea, sugar and other items.  .... 

The evacuees' arrival caused problems of accommodation in all the 

village schools and for the first week of the new term all children received 

extra days of holiday, as the teachers made preparations for the changed 

circumstances.  For quite some time, all schools operated on a shift system, 

with the evacuees being taught in the morning and the local children in the 

afternoon one week and changing the following week.   

Organised walks in the countryside during September and October 

helped to take up some of their spare time ... but the system was never 

satisfactory for a proper education and eventually, other buildings were 

brought into use. ... 

When the evacuee children went home for the Christmas holidays, 

many did not return to the villages.  They had been evacuated to escape the 

bombing of the industrial cities, but by Christmas 1939, this had not 

materialised.  The accommodation problem therefore eased.  At Winster, all 

children, local and evacuees, commenced full time education on January 22nd 

1940.  However, when in the late Spring of 1940, German forces invaded 

France and the Low Countries, the threat of possible bombing returned and 

so did a number of evacuees, in July 1940.   

 



The following account from Reference 1, page 322, concerns the Jones family, two 

girls and their Mother, taken in by the Potter family in Upper Town Bonsall.  It is not 

Elton, but it gives a flavour of the surprises which these city children found in the 

villages, and indeed it would be surprising to even Elton children today: 

 

The Potters were Pentecostals and ran their own church, halfway down 

the hill.  The family being pacifists, their sons, Oswald and Billy, were not 

serving in the forces, with Oswald working on the farm and preaching on 

Sundays.   A daughter, Hilda, was a nurse and was out in Africa, helping her 

husband with his missionary work.   

Audrey Jones remembered Sundays with the Potters, as they sang 

hymns around the piano, in the parlour.  Tramps were not allowed to travel in 

wartime and the Potters allowed one tramp, Mr. Wood, to sleep in their barn 

and provided him with food.   

Some of the food served at mealtimes seemed strange to the city girls.  

Yorkshire pudding with elderberry syrup poured over it, was served before the 

meat course, whilst on occasions, a large bowl of brains was placed before 

them. 

There was no hot water in the farmhouse.  One cold water tap was in 

the yard, with a sink in the kitchen.  Once a week the family had a bath in a 

zinc bath placed in front of the kitchen fire.  All members of the household 

used the same water, in turn, starting with the eldest, and therefore Audrey 

was left with the lukewarm, dirty water.   

The lavatory was an earth closet outside, down an unlit, muddy path.  

The wooden seat had three holes cut out, one large, one medium and one for 

small bottoms.  At night they visited the earth closet in a group.... 

They all helped with the harvest and other farming activities, as did 

many folk in the village. 

There was no machinery on the farm and heavy work was performed 

by Charlie, an enormous cart horse.  Mr Potter did everything by hand, 

including sowing seed from a bag slung round his neck. 

.... that first winter the snow lay thick on the ground and they missed 

quite a lot of schooling.  They often went sledging instead.  Journeys from 

school into the countryside were made to collect rose hips for the government 

scheme to make them into syrup for babies, because there was no orange 

juice obtainable during the war years.   

The children were happy with their new home on the farm, for the 

Potters were kindly folk.  Their mother even returned to Manchester to fetch 

their dog, Frisk, to stay with them on the farm.   

They returned to Manchester for Christmas 1940, but eventually 

returned to the village, although the family now rented a cottage, instead.   

 

"I was a stranger and you took me in" (Matthew 25: 35) .... Indeed!  Mr and Mrs 

Potter, devout Pentecostals, did just that.   



 

Now to Elton itself (Reference 1, page 325): 

 

 Elton School, under headmaster, Norbury Buxton, did not re-open until 

September 13th 1939, when it operated under the shift system, owing to 18 

(possibly as many as 28) children being evacuated from a school in West 

Didsbury, Manchester.  There were also four extra evacuee children, whose 

parents had privately arranged for them to stay in the village.  

 On October 9th 1939, the seniors and juniors commenced normal 

times.  However, the infants and the Manchester children were still operating 

a shift system in the infants' room.  By this stage there were ten private 

evacuees being educated at the school, rising to eleven by the end of the 

year.  On November 27th the infants resumed on full time education, with the 

Manchester evacuees operating full time in a room at the Rectory.  All but one 

of the private evacuees had returned home by the end of 1939, six by 

Christmas.   

 Throughout 1940, six private evacuees were admitted, nine were 

admitted during 1941, whilst four private evacuees were admitted in 1942.  As 

with many of the Manchester children, who had arrived under the special 

scheme, quite a few of the private evacuees only stayed for a few months, or 

returned at intervals, when the bombing in the home town or city, got worse. 

 

 

We don't know exactly how many children were evacuated from the cities to Elton in 

World War Two, but we do now know about a few of them.     

 

John Stone wrote: 

 

"Fairly early in the war - my mother and her widower father had two evacuees 

with them at Oddo Cottage.  Mum’s aunt and her grandson Derek Johnson, 

who lived in London, were holidaying in Derbyshire when war was 

declared.  In the circumstances it was thought best that Derek remain in Elton 

for a time and he attended Elton School.  The head teacher complained to my 

mother that he was being sent to school consistently without his gas 

mask.  My mum couldn’t understand this as he always had the mask with him 

when he left the house.  It transpired that he couldn’t be bothered to carry the 

gas mask up West End and that he used to  hide it over the wall at the end of 

Oddo Lane each morning – not forgetting to recover it on his way back home 

in the afternoon!  

 

A little later, after Derek had returned to London, they had a second 

evacuee.  This was Brian Arnold who was aged about 11 and came from 

Sheffield.  After Sheffield was bombed in late 1940 it seems that the stress 

and the consequent fear of further bombing raids was badly affecting Brian’s 



schoolwork in that he started to write backwards.  I believe he stayed in Elton 

for quite some time.  He was obviously happy here because he visited the 

village after the war on several occasions as a young adult.  I have a photo of 

the eleven years old Brian taken with my mother and her father ..."  

 

 

 
 

 

John Stone wrote: 

 

"My mother is holding the dog in the picture and has written alongside it in her 

diary – ‘This is Brian Arnold, our evacuee from Sheffield.  He was about 

eleven years old at the time.  My father and cousin Jim are holding the car up 

by the look of things.  The dog was our lovely cocker spaniel (Floss).  Notice 

the black-out shades on the headlights.’  I would love to know where the 

picture was taken but there is no clue I’m afraid.  My grandfather (Sam 

Andrews) seems to be in his Sunday best.  In fact they are all quite well 

turned out.  Sadly, I never got to meet Sam – he died about six months before 

I was born. 

 

My mother and her dad (Sam Andrews) certainly seemed to do their bit taking 

in evacuees.  I have now found another reference where mum writes – ‘When 

Portsmouth was getting bombed night after night we had another little girl 

came to stay with her mother.  We only had a two bedroom cottage but we 

managed somehow’.  But I think the evacuation concept didn’t last all that 

long because she then writes – ‘As time went on they drifted back home so I 



had quite a lot of time on my hands’  This is why she decided to take the job 

at the munitions factory." 

 

Red Cross   

 

(Reference 1 pages 333 and 334 refer to the Red Cross activities in other 

villages but nothing about Elton.  Does anyone have any information?)  

 

Conscientious Objectors  

 

The Imperial War Museum states (Reference 9): 

 

From March 1916, military service was compulsory for all single men in 

England, Scotland and Wales aged 18 to 41, except those who were in jobs 

essential to the war effort, the sole support of dependents, medically unfit, or 

‘those who could show a conscientious objection’. 

 

There were approximately 16,000 British men on record as conscientious 

objectors (COs) to armed service during the First World War. This figure does 

not include men who may have had anti-war sentiments but were either unfit, 

in reserved occupations, or had joined the forces anyway. The number of COs 

may appear small compared with the six million men who served, but the 

impact of these men on public opinion and on future governments was to be 

profound. 

 

Some COs would take on alternative civilian work or enter the military in non-

combatant roles in the Royal Army Medical Corps or Non-Combatant Corps, 

for example. COs in prison were offered so-called ‘work of national 

importance’ in a scheme put forward by the Home Office. This was generally 

agriculture, forestry or unskilled manual labour. 

 

We do not know if there were any Conscientious Objectors from the population of 

Elton in either of the World Wars.  It would have been possible, but the small number 

quoted above for Conscientious Objectors nationally would make it unlikely.   

 

However, it is interesting that one of the alternatives offered was agriculture, which 

was then Elton's primary business.  Therefore, Elton could have had Conscientious 

Objectors posted to work on local farms. 

 

Prisoners of War (POWs)   

 

Reference 1 states that there was a World War Two POW camp at Heage. We do 

not know if there was a POW camp nearer to Elton.  (TBC if possible)  

 



Enemy POWs could not be forced to work, particularly to do work in support of our 

war effort.  However, in general enemy POWs could volunteer to work, particularly 

say at the end of the war, and after their country had been defeated.   

 

Reference 11 states:  

 

Land girls were not the only additional work force available to farmers. By 

1943, there were almost 40,000 Italian prisoners of war working on British 

farms. In some places they worked alongside land girls.  

 

One instance: the ram pump water supply at the Snodgrass' family home near 

Hathersage was installed by Italian POWs and was still working as the only water 

supply many decades later.  There may be such instances more locally.  (TBC)  

 

And some POWs settled in Britain after their war, often to 'broaden the local gene 

pool'!  However, we have no knowledge of any POWs working in Elton or settling 

here.  (TBC) 

 

Air Raids and Air Raid Prevention  

 

Reference 1, page 326: 

 

Throughout 1938 and 1939, the nation had prepared for the possibility 

of war, with special emphasis placed on the probability of enemy air attacks 

and the need to combat this threat.  Air raid prevention measures had been 

taken, with a nation-wide call for Air Raid Prevention wardens (ARP) in each 

town and village, and the provision of gas masks at the first sign of 

emergency.  Combined with a call for volunteers to join and form village 

auxiliary fire brigades, these two organisations the backbone of the defence 

against the threat of fire and devastation in rural villages. 

Members of the ARP and the Auxiliary Fire Service were trained to 

respond to possible gas attacks.  Rudimentary de-contamination techniques 

were practised and a mobile gas van or hut was taken round the villages.  

Smoke canisters were tossed inside and members practised crawling through 

the smoke-filled room, with their gas masks on.   

 

Part of the role of the ARP wardens was to enforce the strict 'blackout'.  Any home 

showing a chink of light through their curtains would attract a visit by the ARP 

warden.  (See also the photograph above of a car with blackout shades on the 

headlights.)  

 

Police / Special Constable 

 



Reference 1, page 326 has a photograph credited to Phyllis Gibbs (presumably from 

her collection of family photographs) with a caption:   

 

Daniel Ashton of Elton, as a Special Constable in the village during the 

Second World War.  

 

(We should try to get copies of Phyllis Gibbs' photographs.) 

 

There is no further mention in the text or in the index.  However, John Stone offers 

the following thoughts: 

 

"Daniel Ashton the special constable would I think be the brother (or possibly 

the father) of Phyllis (maiden name Ashton) and her brother Ronnie Ashton 

(killed in action).  So Phyllis or perhaps Billy Glossop could possibly help you." 

 

(Indeed.  Another job for someone ...  )  

 

The Volunteer Fire Unit   

 

Reference 1, page 326: 

 

At Elton, around seven men joined the village fire service, including 

George Carson, Graham Twigg and Jim Buckley.  Hoses and stirrup pumps 

were kept in a box at Croft Farm and demonstrations were provided in 

attaching 4-inch hoses to the stand pipes.  As Elton was not on the German 

Luftwaffes's main target list, they were never engaged in serious action, 

although they were called into use to tackle a barn fire at Mosley's farm at 

West End.   

 

It seems probable that the volunteer fire unit continued after the war but with, in 

1948, a change of sponsorship and hence presumably a change of cap badge (if 

they had actually had any fire service caps or indeed helmets to wear them on).  The 

following article about the post war unit was written by Bill Woodward for the Autumn 

2005 Issue No. 3 of the Elton Echo.  Because that issue is not (yet?) available on the 

Elton village web site, and because it gives a flavour of what the wartime unit would 

have been like, it is worth copying that article in full here: 

 

Elton Rural Fire Party was formed in 1948 when Derbyshire County Council 

took over the responsibility for providing fire cover from the wartime National 

Fire Service.  To provide immediate fire-fighting capability in the more remote 

villages such as Elton, boxes containing basic equipment were set up and 

volunteers shown how to use it.  Our box was situated in the yard of Croft 

Farm, then occupied by Ned Boam.  Ned was an early volunteer along with 

neighbour Tom Andrews, who led the Party for twenty years or so before 



handing over to Alan Piggott.  Equipment consisted of a standpipe, a key for 

turning on the water, six lengths of hose, a nozzle and a hand operated siren 

to sound the alarm.  A stirrup pump was also available.  Training appears to 

have been rudimentary, consisting of little more than how to connect the 

various pieces of equipment and turn on the water.   

 

Fires attended were few in number; a chimney, a motorcycle, a van and a 

rubbish skip for instance.  Then, sometime during the summer of 1983, fire 

broke out in a barn on Back Lane.  Fortunately smoke was soon spotted, 

hoses were run out and water was being directed onto the flames within a few 

minutes, leaving little for the Matlock crew to do when they arrived 10 to 15 

minutes later.  Half a dozen calves were saved from the building and it was 

said at the time that if this fire had been allowed to take hold it would probably 

have spread to a neighbouring building causing considerable damage.  

 

By this time most of Derbyshire's rural fire parties had quietly faded away 

leaving Elton amongst the last two or three in the County.  Fire-fighting 

techniques had moved on since 1948 and the generation of toxic fumes from 

burning upholstery materials or chemical fertilizers had led to routine use of 

breathing apparatus by the professionals.  Health and Safety legislation 

brought problems too and was a factor in influencing the Fire Service 

management to seek Home Office permission to disband Elton Fire Party.   

 

Our imminent demise did not go unnoticed by some sections of the media.  

Central Television News visited us (does anyone have a copy of the video?) 

and we were mentioned in both local and national press, even the Daily 

Telegraph giving us seven or eight column inches.  

 

The final act came in December 1985 at a concert by the Elton Singers when 

Derbyshire Fire Service was represented by Station Officer Kurnatowski of 

Matlock Fire Station and Assistant Chief Fire Officer Brian Lamb, whose duty 

was to present a plaque bearing a Fire Service cap badge surrounded by the 

names of the last eight members.   

 

Thus came to an end almost thirty eight years of Elton Rural Fire Party, the 

last in Derbyshire and quite probably the last in England.   

 

Very few records were kept concerning the activities of Rural Fire Parties.  If 

you are able to add anything to the above, I should be very glad to hear from 

you.   

 

Bill Woodward 

 



In 1985 the members were John Wright, Alan Piggott, Tom Andrews, Willis 

Woodward and Ned Boam, of whom only John Wright remains with us. (TBC)  

 

The commemorative plaque is on display in the village hall.  (Eight names to follow 

... ? )  

 

The Rural Fire Party's fire fighting equipment is on display in the Old House 

Museum, Bakewell.  It seems very possible that the equipment in the museum is 

similar to or includes equipment from wartime Volunteer Fire Unit.    

 

And it could just be that, other than a 'change of cap badge', the village fire fighting 

unit existed from 1939 to 1985.   

 

 

(Our Middleton, Reference 8, page 69 has a delightful story about their "fire 

engine". If or when permission is given by the publishers of Our Middleton, it 

may be worth including here.)  

 

 

Irene (Rene) Stone nee Andrews 

 

John Stone wrote:  

 

"You might be interested in this piece which was intended for the Echo at some 

future point.  As a teenager, my mother wished to contribute to the war effort.  She 

signed up for 12 hour shifts in a munitions factory but she had to seriously defy her 

father’s wishes to do so. (Her father was a widower and my mother was therefore 

keeping house for him at that time)." 

 

 One Woman's War 

 

During the First World War Armistice Centenary commemorations in 2018, 

much attention was rightly paid to the contribution made by countless women 

who kept the wheels of industry turning at home while young men were away 

at the front between 1914 and 1918.  Perhaps slightly less well known, many 

women similarly stepped up to the plate twenty-odd years later during the 

Second World War.  My mother, Irene (Rene) Andrews was among them.  

She worked long hours at a munitions factory in Matlock - but in doing so she 

had to defy the will of her father, Sam Andrews, who was bitterly opposed to 

her taking the job in the first place.  In fairness to Sam, perhaps I should 

explain the context. 

 

The years leading up to the Second World War were difficult ones for the 

Andrews family.  As a consequence, Rene’ childhood was far from 



straightforward.  To her lasting sadness she never got to know her mother, 

May Andrews, who died aged just 26 during childbirth when Rene was only 2 

years old.  Sam remarried a couple of years later and, for a short time, Rene 

had a stepmother, Ivy.  Almost unbelievably, Ivy too died in childbirth.  Unlike 

his mother, Rene’s little half-brother Dennis survived the birth but succumbed 

to illness around the time of his first birthday.  Naturally, these successive 

tragedies affected Rene and her father alike. 

 

When war was declared in 1939 Rene was 16.  The family lived in one of the 

cottages at Oddo Farm on the very western edge of the village.  Rene was 

busy keeping house and preparing meals for her father and elder brother, 

Tom who quickly enlisted for service in the army.  Reading Tom’s enthusiastic 

letters home, Rene became desperate to join up herself and do her bit for the 

country but Sam would not hear of it.  Before judging Sam too harshly on what 

today might seem his very old fashioned views, perhaps we should bear in 

mind that this was a different time.   On top of working full time, Sam was 

doing Home Guard duties two nights each week .  His son was in the forces.  

Consequently, Sam considered that, as a family, they were doing more than 

enough for the war effort.  A widower twice over by this time, Sam felt strongly 

that, for the time being at least, his only daughter’s place was cooking and 

cleaning at home.   As I said - it was a different time. 

 

And then suddenly, out of the blue, Rene had a crucial decision to make.  It 

began when her best friend and fellow Eltonian, Edie Buxton, called in at 

Oddo for a cup of tea and a chat.  Edie described how she had taken a job 

that week at a munitions company called Lehman, Archer and Lane.  The firm 

had relocated from the south to avoid the blitz and had taken over the former 

Paton & Baldwins wool mill in upper Matlock. According to Edie, they were still 

recruiting.  Was Rene interested?  Less than an hour later, Rene was on the 

bus to Matlock.  Her plan was to see how the land lay at Lehmans before 

having a serious talk with her dad to see if she could win him over to her point 

of view.  But this was 1940.  The country was at war.  Everything was 

happening in a hurry.  There was no time for leisurely discussions.   The job 

was hers if she could start her first shift at 6pm that evening.  Otherwise they 

would get someone else.  That was the deal.  Take it or leave it?  Rene took 

the job.   

 

One can only guess at Rene’s emotions as she travelled back on the bus to 

Elton to get ready for that first night shift.  For sure there must have been 

excitement because, finally, she would be able to write back to her brother 

Tom to say that she too was doing her bit for the war effort.  But on the other 

hand she knew this would cause yet more hurt for the father she loved and 

who had already suffered so many hammer blows in his life.   

 



Sam worked at Friden Brickworks.  Before leaving home for that first shift at 

Lehmans, Rene hung on for him at home to the very last minute to try and 

explain why she had taken the job - but Sam had still not returned from work 

when she had to dash off to catch her bus.  Instead she left him a note.  We 

will never know what his reaction was to reading it.  In fact owing to their 

differing shift patterns and Sam’s Home Guard duties, it was fully three days 

before the two of them met face to face.  Rene expected a full-scale row.   In 

the event, her father seemed to have taken the news better than she could 

have imagined.  True - he had had a few days to calm down.  Perhaps he had 

even re-discovered basic cookery skills!  But Rene’s strong suspicion was that 

Sam believed that the work at Lehmans would quickly prove too much for his 

seventeen years old daughter.  After all, she had only ever known the peace 

and quiet of Oddo and she would be swapping that for twelve hour shifts and 

the incredible din of the noisy machines.  And how would she cope with the 

constant pressure of achieving wartime piecework targets watched over by a 

bossy chargehand?   Perhaps Sam felt that - in short - Rene would not be 

able to hack it and that, as a consequence, normal service would soon 

resume at Oddo.  This may be unfair to Sam but this was Rene’s suspicion at 

that time. 

 

If Sam did think along those lines, he was partially right.  Edie and Rene, both 

working the same shift, found the going very tough at first.  The shifts were 

long.  A week of day shifts alternated with a week of nights.  They soon got 

used to the noise but the work itself was certainly demanding.  Rene told me 

once that she was required to supply her own micrometer and that the 

second-hand one she was lucky enough to buy was several-thousandths of 

an inch ‘out’ and that, consequently, she had to allow for this each time she 

used it.  But, slowly but surely, the two Elton girls got the hang of it all and 

came to enjoy their time at Lehmans - making many lifelong friends along the 

way.  Rene reported that the works canteen was very good and that her 

employer was generally prepared to grant her two half days off when her 

brother Tom came home on leave.  Rene reported that missing these half 

days tended to irritate Bert, her shift chargehand.  ‘He put someone else on 

my nice new lathe just to get at me’, she wrote in one of her letters to Tom.  

 

In the end Rene believes that her Dad came to be proud of the work she did 

at Lehmans - just as he was so intensely proud of Tom’s progression in the 

army.  Not a lot was said about it between father and daughter but Rene told 

me that towards the end of the war, Sam would always be sure to cook her a 

full breakfast when she came home after a night shift.  She took this role-

reversal as a very good sign! 

 

The story ends on a very happy note.  The war was won and brother Tom 

returned home in one piece.  Someone else who returned to the village 



unscathed was Tom’s Elton school friend, Cliff Stone.  Cliff had seen action 

on D Day and was one of the few to emerge safely from the disaster at 

Arnhem a few months later.  At the beginning of the war, Cliff recalled that 

Rene was just a little girl but as the years passed and he came back to Elton 

on leave, she caught his eye.   So by the time Cliff was released from army 

life in 1945, the two of them were definitely ‘an item’.    They were married In 

Elton Church the following year.  What a special day that must have been in 

the village.  Elton boy marries Elton girl.  Returning soldier weds munitions 

worker.   I hope they were proud of their young selves that day because it 

makes me very proud just to write the words. 

 

Rene and Cliff Stone were together for the next 59 years – almost entirely at 3 

Ivy Lane, Elton.  Cliff died in 2005.  Rene passed way six years later in 2011.  

They did their bit." 

                         

John Stone also wrote: 

 

John and William Bibby and Family 

 

"The Bibby family of Oddo Cottages were particularly hard hit by the First 

World War and its aftermath.  William, the farm bailiff at Oddo, and his wife 

Mary had seven children – four boys and three girls.  One of the boys, William 

Junior emigrated to Canada in 1911 but the other three, John, Edward and 

Joseph all joined up in 1914.  Tragically, John and Edward each lost their 

lives in the Spring of 1917.  Details of their war records and the location of 

where they were laid to rest are set out in ‘Elton Remembers’.  John was the 

eldest of the seven siblings.  By the time the war began he had moved his 

family to Litton.  Consequently he is remembered on the war memorial at 

Tideswell.  Edward is included on the memorial here at Elton.  

 

Joseph (or Joe as he was better known) returned to Elton after the war.  Not 

surprisingly he was seriously damaged – both physically and mentally.  He 

had lost his two older brothers in consecutive months and had himself 

endured gas attacks. 

 

Further tragedy for the family lay ahead.  May, the youngest of the seven 

siblings (and my maternal grandmother), died during the birth of her third child 

in 1926.  She was just 26 years old. 

 

Meanwhile Joe was gradually recovering.  A regular at the Duke of York, he 

was farming in Well Street as well as running a part-time taxi service.  This 

was especially busy on Sundays transporting preachers to various chapels 

and on Mondays ferrying farmers to and from Bakewell Market.  He married 

Lizzie and they had a son Roy who saw service in the Second World War but 



the Bibby family’s run of bad luck was not yet over.   Roy developed a 

progressive illness and died, aged 43, in 1965." 

 

Clement and Mary Goodwin of Gratton   

 

'Elton Remembers' records the death of Clement Richard Goodwin as one of two 

"Men who gave their lives in the First World War who had connections with Elton but 

who are not named on the war memorial in Elton church."  and "He ... is a native of 

Wheston Hall ... near Tideswell and is commemorated on the Tideswell war 

memorial."  He was "the son of Clement Richard and Mary Belfield Goodwin of 

Gratton Grange, Elton." but "We don't know when his parents moved to Gratton or 

how long they were there."   

 

However, the book 'Winster, Bonsall, Elton and Birchover Remembered' by Keith 

Taylor states that "By 1911 Clement junior was working with his father at Lady Wash 

Farm Eyam, but at some stage before the War the Goodwin family moved to live at 

Gratton Grange, Elton."    It seems that by the time of his enlistment, Clement junior 

was working away from his parents, apparently near Tideswell.  

 

His parents, Clement senior and Mary Goodwin, were apparently living and 

presumably farming at Gratton Grange at the time of his death.   Although not a 

surname recorded on the Elton War Memorials, this was another local family 

suffering the grief of war.  We should also remember them. 

 

Others 

 

The above is just one example of a family, living in Elton and suffering the loss of a 

family member who is not recorded on the Elton war memorial because they had left 

home.  (In its 400 pages of tightly packed information, 'Winster, Bonsall, Elton and 

Birchover Remembered' (Reference 1) does have some nuggets of information 

about a few of them, but for our purposes here they would need to be researched 

and recorded separately.  ANOTHER PROJECT FOR SOMEONE?)  

 

 

 

  



Chapter 3 

 

In Memoriam 

 

 

Location and Identification of Graves and Gravestones 

Relevant to World Wars One and Two 

 

In recent British Military conflicts, the bodies of casualties have generally been 

returned to the United Kingdom for burial or cremation, in their communities by their 

families.  We have grown used to seeing on our televisions their coffins being 

returned with due ceremony.   That return to this country allows their loved ones a 

focus for their grief, at a grave if that is what they should decide.   

 

That was not the practice during the two world wars.  Casualties were generally 

buried in or near the place they fell.  In 1914, Rupert Brooke in his poem The Soldier 

wrote: "If I should die, think only this of me: That there's some corner of a foreign 

field.  That is forever England."  This could be in a military cemetery, now run by the 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CWGC).  There they would have a 

standard military headstone, identical for all ranks.  (We have one such in Elton 

churchyard.  See Private Harry Allison below.)  

 

However, in World War One in particular, with its fearsome destruction and mass 

casualties, it was not always possible to identify a body, in which case their 

headstone included as much identity possible, perhaps a unit and a cap-badge, and 

include the phrase "Known Unto God" ; a phrase selected by the poet and author 

Rudyard Kipling.   That phrase appears on more than 212,000 CWGC gravestones 

around the world. 

 

Or where there was not even a body to bury, their name would be included on one of 

the mass memorials. 

 

After the wars, particularly after World War One, most families of modest means 

would not have been able to afford the cost and time to visit overseas cemeteries or 

memorials.  To provide a focus for their grief, some of them had an inscription added 

to a local family grave stone, to commemorate a loved one tragically taken and 

buried far away.  Elton All Saints' churchyard includes a number of such headstones.  

 

It was not a simple matter to identify all the graves and gravestones in Elton 

churchyard which are relevant to World Wars One and Two because not quite all the 

information is recorded in the booklet 'Elton Remembers'.   

 

However, the following list was compiled in 2018 by Major Jonathan Snodgrass for 

use at the Centenary of the Armistice at the end of World War One.  At that 



Centenary, all these graves were dressed with a poppy wreath, all were visited and 

Last Post and Reveille were sounded at the grave of Harry Allison, almost certainly 

for the first time since his burial in 1916.  (And in the evening an Armistice Beacon 

was lighted at The Cheese Factory in Gratton, to coincide with the national 

beacons.)  

 

Major Snodgrass was very much advised by Billy Glossop, then the long standing, 

volunteer, unpaid (!) caretaker of the churchyard.  Billy was born in Elton in 1929, 

nephew of Frederick Glossop and Richard Glossop, both killed in World War One, 

and brother of Fred Glossop, killed in World War Two.  

 

The list is as accurate as possible but in such matters little is ever certain and 

mistakes creep in!   Also, the passage of time is double edged.  Future searching of 

records or the churchyard could reveal additional information.  However, those in the 

village with direct knowledge of those who died in World War One are now gone, and 

those, such as Billy Glossop and Phylis Gibbs, with direct knowledge those who died 

in World War Two are now few and getting older.  (Just Billy Glossop and Phylis 

Gibbs ? or are there any others ? TBC) 

 

The extracts below are all from 'Elton Remembers'.  The order is alphabetical. 

  

World War One: 

 

 Harry (Henry) Allison ... was buried in the Elton churchyard with military 

honours” and therefore has a Commonwealth War Graves Commission 

standard military headstone.  

 John Alsop ... is remembered with honour on the Tyne Cot Memorial in 

Belgium and on the headstone of his parents’ grave in Elton churchyard. 

 John William Boam ... remembered on the Thiepval Memorial on the 

Somme." and on a family gravestone in Elton churchyard.   

 Joseph Peter Marsden is remembered with honour at St. Souplet British 

Cemetery ... in France ... and ... is also remembered on the family 

gravestone in Elton churchyard. 

 

World War Two: 

 

 Charles Ronald Ashton ... buried at Roosendaal-En-Nispen RC Cemetery 

in the Netherlands ... He is remembered on the family gravestone in Elton 

churchyard. 

 Frederick Glossop ... is buried in the Reichswald Forest War Cemetery, 

Germany and is also remembered on the family gravestone in Elton 

churchyard. 

 



To aid identification of graves, Lynn Burnet of Elton Local History Group has 

provided the attached photographs.  Each shows the inscription on the grave and 

directions to help find it.  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



Private Sydney Hulley. 

 

UK and Ireland Genealogy (GENUKI) states (Reference 10): 

Military History 

The Traces of War website tells us that All Saints' churchyard has 

one Commonwealth War Grave from World War I and one from World War II. 

  

Military Records 

Private Sydney Aaron HULLEY of the 200 Field Coy. Royal Engineers, died 6 

Dec. 1947 and is buried in All Saints churchyard. He was the son of John A. 

HULLEY and Lucy A. HULLEY; and the husband of Hilda HULLEY, Elton. 

 

So, this reference states that there is one Commonwealth War Grave ... from World 

War II." for someone who died in 1947.  If that is correct, we do not currently know 

where that grave is.   

 

World War Two ended in 1945.  It is just conceivable that the death of someone as 

late as 1947 could have been recorded as caused say by wounds received in that 

war.  And if the World War Two memorial tablet was completed and dedicated before 

1947 then that name would not have been included.   

 

Or is that reference a mistake?   

 

Recent conversations with the Commonwealth War Graves Commission have 

confirmed that they believe that such a grave exists. 

 

(ANOTHER PROJECT FOR A. N. OTHER) 

 

The Unveiling of the World War Two Memorial Plaque 

Reference 1 on page 662 has a photograph of the unveiling and dedication of the 

Second World War memorial plaque in Elton Church.  It is being unveiled by the 

Duke of Devonshire, with Reverence A. N. Ware, Dr Desmond Stoker, and A. N. 

Other in attendance.  The photograph is credited to Phyllis Gibbs. 

(We should try to obtain a copy or scan of the photograph.)   

https://www.cwgc.org/


The World War One Memorial in the Old Reform Chapel 

 

At the end of the booklet "Elton Remembers" it states:  "On the next page is a 

photograph of a war memorial in Elton that is now rarely noticed.  It is a window on 

the east wall of the Old Reform Chapel on Main Street.  The window is visible from 

the footpath between Chapel Croft and Ivy Lane."   

 

However, the photograph in 'Elton Remembers' is not very clear and the Old Reform 

Chapel is now a private house.  Therefore, a clearer photograph was taken which is 

now displayed with an explanatory plaque on the North wall of All Saints' Church 

next to and on the right of the World War One Memorial Window. 

 

  

 

 

Photograph by Kevin Usher 

Kevin and Imogen Usher are owners of 

The Old Reform Chapel, Elton 
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